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Summary Proof of Evidence of Rebecca Hatch 

for Stop The Quarry Campaign – Rule 6 Party 

Impact on Local Amenities 



Bridleway and Footpath Issues  

Proof of Evidence of Effects on Bridleway and Public Footpaths 

For Stop the Quarry Campaign 

1.0 Qualification 

 

1.1 My name is Rebecca Hatch 

1.2 I am a horse owner I have ridden horses for over twenty years and have kept my horse at 

Lea Castle Equestrian Centre for the last six years. 

1.3 I visit the appeal site twice a day, 365 days a year. The livery yard I keep my horse at, the 

field she spends her days in, and the woodland and bridleway/public footpath network 

crossing the site we ride multiple times per week and utilise to access riding from the site in 

Wolverley and Kinver are all within mere feet of this proposed sand and gravel quarry.  

1.4 I have lived in the local area most of life. 

2.0 Introduction 

2.1 My evidence at this time is concerned with harm to bridleways and public footpaths.  

2.2 Lea Castle Equestrian Centre offers livery and indoor school hire within easy reach of 

woodland and bridle areas across the Wyre Forest. There are a mixture at livery there, from 

children’s ponies, horses for leisure riders, and competition horses competing in dressage, 

show jumping and eventing. They have fantastic hacking adjacent to their own private 

woodland so you don’t even have to leave the yard! Horses our treated as individuals and 

are turned out every day in well maintained fields. Currently there are ten horses who live 

full time at the equestrian centre, before the planning application became public the yard 

was full with sixteen horses, but as people do not want to keep horses next to a quarry 

numbers have decreased. Lea Castle Equestrian Centre is owned and run by Andrew and 

Marilyn MacDonald. Prior to the livery yard they ran a successful riding school for over forty 

years. 

2.3 The bridleway and public footpath are shown on the map at the end of this document. 

2.4 The current bridle path runs from the North Lodges positioned at the top of Cookley Village 

and winds down the centre of farmland and fields utilised for grazing horses on each side, 

following onto a tree lined drive to the South Lodges sat between farmland. It is very 

peaceful and quiet, wide enough to be safely used by horse riders, cyclists, walkers and the 

disabled at the same time and in any type of weather. (Please refer to Image Ref BP1, BP2, 

BP3, BP4, BP5). It is straight and flat with no steep inclines or hills throughout. 

2.5 The public footpath is very well used by not just horse riders as a bridle way but the entire 

local community as a footpath. As the current footpath is useable in all weathers due to its 

construction of sand and stone, and the fact it is long straight and flat with no hill work, it 

makes it widely accessible to walkers, dog walkers, parents and children, prams and buggies, 

and cyclists who utilise it every day throughout the year. 

 The footpath has been in existence since Lea Castle was built in 1762 utilised to join the two 

villages and their iron forges together one in Wolverley and one in Cookley.  

(Source Appendix 1) “...a noble mansion surrounded by 550 acres of land enriched with plantations 

 of oak and other timber." 



This route now offers safe passage to children walking to the local schools from the villages 

and all residents not just from the villages but Kidderminster itself for the recreational 

leisure activities mentioned above. This bridle path / footpath is part of our local heritage, 

our local history and should remain as it was intended to be used by the local community 

now and forever. 

2.6 The bridle path / footpath is made up of sand and gravel with portions of grass verges in 

places, with several horse gates through it. It is accessible to all, in all weathers including 

heavy rain, ice and snow. It is long and flat with no adverse hill work. 

2.7 There is no mentioned on what the diverted bridle path / footpath around the perimeter of 

the site will be made from? Wheelchair users, mobility users, cyclists and the disabled would 

not be able to walk round the edge of a field during the Winter or wet periods of year with 

no hard standing to do so. A portion of the diverted footpath next to the A449 inclines up a 

hill which would not be accessible to wheelchair users or the disabled. 

2.8 The Wyre Forest is home to many horse owners who utilise the thriving competition venue 

facilities, hacking and livery yard businesses within the area. The bridleway at Lea Castle 

Farm has been in situ for over fifty years and is regularly used as safe passage to access 

additional off-road riding for riders into Kinver, Wolverley and beyond. There are many 

horse riders who access this bridle way, from young inexperienced children to the retired, 

and everyone in between, and those are just the riders from my yard. We even have some 

horses with disabilities that must stay off road because they are visually impaired, and it is 

unsafe to ride on the roads. 

2.9 The current bridle path is quiet, with no noise from the main road, it is peaceful, and during 

our early morning rides in the Summer you’ll see a lot of wildlife including deer, foxes, owls, 

pheasants etc utilising it too. Riders don’t have to worry about traffic, which has got a lot 

worse in recent years. The proposal of bunds or bales of hay along the drive will certainly not 

drown out the sound of a full-time working quarry, removing the tranquillity and calm for 

the next eleven plus years. 

2.10 The British Horse Society reported In 2021, 

 “46 equine deaths reported to the charity in the previous year, with an additional 118 

being injured and 130 human injuries.”  

(Source - Appendix 2)  

2.11 I’ve always used it as a means of clearing my head whether that’s at the start of the day or 

the end of the day, it’s just so peaceful and relaxing riding out on it, I call it balancing my 

inner zen.  

3.0 Policy 

 

3.1 Minerals Local Plan 

Access and recreation Policy MLP 30:  

Access and Recreation  

Planning permission will be granted where it is demonstrated that the proposed mineral 

development will protect and enhance rights of way and public access provision.  

A level of technical assessment appropriate to the proposed development will be required to 

demonstrate that, throughout its lifetime, and taking into account the cumulative effects of 



multiple impacts from the site and/or a number of sites in the locality, the proposed 

development will:  

a) optimise opportunities to enhance the rights of way network and provision of publicly 

accessible green space, integrating other green infrastructure components where 

appropriate;  

b) not have an unacceptable adverse effect on the integrity and quality of publicly accessible 

green space;  

c) not have an unacceptable adverse effect on the integrity and quality of the existing rights 

of way network or navigable waterways; and  

d) retain rights of way in situ unless it is demonstrated that this is not practicable:  

i. where it is demonstrated that retaining rights of way in situ is not practicable, temporary 

or permanent diversions will be expected to achieve an enhanced route and level of access 

provision over that which was previously available and must be for as short a distance and 

duration as practicable; and  

ii. closure of any rights of way must only occur where it is demonstrated that it is not 

practicable to retain rights of way in situ and no suitable temporary or permanent diversion 

is possible. Compensatory provision must be made. 

3.2 The Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) - Adopted April 2022. Section 8 Health and 

Wellbeing Policy SP.16 - Health and Wellbeing says that, 

“Development should help minimise negative health impacts and maximise opportunities to 

ensure that people in Wyre Forest District lead healthy, active lifestyles and experience a 

high quality of life by: 

a. Providing easy to maintain, safe and attractive public realm and green infrastructure 

including green spaces, footpaths, bridleways and cycle routes that encourage active travel 

opportunities. These spaces should enable formal and informal physical activity, recreation 

and play, and should support healthy living and social cohesion. The design of these spaces 

should be flexible and should consider older people and those living with dementia or 

disabilities.” 

3.3 The proposed new bridleway / footpath neither protects or enhances the use for its users. 

Horse riders will lose their peaceful quiet riding and be forced to ride next to busy roads with 

cars travelling at the national speed limit which could result in injury or death. The disabled 

and young families with prams and pushchairs may lose their use altogether if they cannot 

navigate the steep incline from the A449 up the B4189. No mention has been made on what 

the new bridleway / footpath will be made from. Currently the community can enjoy it’s use 

all year round, the access as it stands is not even a dirt track around fields. 

 

3.4 I fail to see how it enhances the network because the proposed new routes do not go 

anywhere, or access for horses isn’t accessible. The bridle path / footpath no longer 

becomes direct, merely redirected out of the way to benefit this planning application only. 

 

3.5 Moving the bridle path and footpath actually moves it away from green space next to heavily 

used main roads. The green space is what this plan proposes to quarry. So how does this 

enhance the publics access to green space? You’re taking it all away to quarry 110 acres for 

the next 11+ years if this plan is accepted.  



 

3.6 The integrity and quality of the existing rights of way network will be lost, because the 

proposed new rights of way are not accessible to all, young families and the disabled have 

not been taking into consideration. Horse riders will lose their quiet, safe and peaceful bridle 

way and be forced to ride next to busy congested roads. 

 

3.7 The proposed new route may have achieved additional length, but is not suitable for use by 

horse riders, young families with pushchairs and prams or the disabled. The entire 

community will have lost their peaceful, quiet, visually appealing, safe and serene bridle 

path / footpath 

 

3.8 Rerouting a quiet and peaceful bridle way / footpath from the middle of fields, grazing and a 

tree lined drive next to the busy A449 and B4189 will certainly not minimise health impact. 

There is a greater risk to horse riders for injury or death. Parts of the revised paths are not 

accessible to families with pushchairs and prams or the disabled, so you are limiting minority 

groups from its use.  

 

3.9 By approving a quarry on the site of Lea Castle Farm the application goes against what WFDC 

are proposing in their Local Plan under Health and Wellbeing. The application industrialises a 

safe and attractive green space utilised by the local community to walk, ride their bikes, walk 

their dogs, ride their horses, utilising the pleasant quiet bridleway and public footpaths. 

Following covid more than ever before people are utilising green space and taking a further 

interest in an active healthy lifestyle.  

 

4 Proposed 

 

4.1 A new public right of way (bridle way) measuring approximately 2.3 kilometres in length is 

proposed to be created around the perimeter of the site, going from the north-eastern 

corner of the site, along the western boundary of Wolverhampton Road (A449) located to 

the east of the site, along the northern boundary of Wolverley Road (B4189), which is 

located to the south of the site, and finishing in the south-western corner of the site, 

connecting to footpath WC-622. 

 

4.2 There has been no clear assessment between NRS Aggregates and the Public Rights Of Way 

Team on how this revised bridle way will network as the current one does. (Source Appendix 

3).   

 

4.3 The proposed bridle way onto Lea Lane has steps on either side unsuitable for horses and 

the access is too narrow for horses, which the team states above. 

 

4.4 The speed limit on the Wolverley Road (B4189) is a 40mph limit into a national speed limit. 

The speed limit on the Wolverhampton Road (A449) is a 30mph limit into a 40mph limit, into 

a national speed limit.  

 

4.5 As of the 29th January 2022 the highway code has been updated and vehicles must now pass 

horses at no more than 10mph. (Source Appendix 4). So how can this proposed bridle way 

be safe for horse riders, with vehicles passing at these speeds? 

 



4.6 According to Section 119 of the Highways Act 1980 before the County Council will consider 

an application to divert a public right of way it must be satisfied that: 

• The diverted route must not be substantially less convenient to use as the existing 

route. 

• A diversion will not result in a negative effect on public enjoyment. 

(Source Appendix 5)  

4.7 The proposal to move the footpath makes it less accessible to all to enjoy. The current 

footpath is long and flat with no inclines so can be utilised by all. It is quiet, peaceful and the 

surrounding views can be enjoyed by all walking along it. The new footpath will be sited 

alongside the A449 and B4189 both busy noisy roads, users will lose the peace and calm of 

the previous footpath, they will lose the views, but they will see plenty of traffic, and hear lots 

of traffic from a busy A and B road.. There are portions of the new route which are steep so 

the disabled, families with buggies and prams etc will lose the use altogether. The current 

footpath is a direct safe route from Cookley to Wolverley or the Sion Hill area of 

Kidderminster. The proposed new route is not direct, there is no clear communication from 

NRS and PROW on the dedicated new routes, footpath or bridle way. Please see email here 

(Source http://e-planning.worcestershire.gov.uk/swift/MediaTemp/989-

28226.06.14_Response_to_PROW_Officer.pdf ) So cannot understand how this application 

can be agreed with such diluted information on such a heavily utilised right of way by the 

general public. 

 

4.8 The suggested diversion of the bridlepath has a large portion situated next to the busy A449 

Kidderminster Road which is heavily used by all types of traffic throughout the day. (Please 

Refer To Image Ref PFP). Image was taken from the road, in my vehicle, I cannot access the 

land, because I do not have access onto the Strongs land, it isn’t a public right of way. 

 

4.9 Horses are prey animals and their usual response to danger is flight. A horse may also spin to 

identify the direction of the threat. A horse prevented from running by its rider or driver may 

plunge or spin around in a small area while trying to see the threat. There is a danger to a 

handler, rider or carriage-driver (equestrian) who may be knocked over or thrown during the 

spin or bolt, and even if staying with the horse, may not be able to stop before losing contact 

or encountering another hazard. While in flight mode, a horse is difficult to control and could 

run into a dangerous situation which it would normally avoid (such as traffic). (Source 

https://www.bhs.org.uk/media/qb4dgvrf/noise-1218.pdf ) 

 

4.10 The proposal will move a bridle path running through open countryside, easily accessible for 

all and quiet, to the outside of the land next to a heavily used A449 Kidderminster Road, and 

equally busy B4189 Wolverley Road, both roads have seen their fair share of vehicle 

accidents in the last six months alone. Horse riders will risk their animals and safety because 

of this proposal. 

 

4.11 Similar concerns raised regarding a former Leicester quarry, with regard to the 

transportation of inert waste & soil (as proposed for the Lea Castle application) saw the 

application being refused as follows: 

“…Taking into account British Horse Society comments on the potential for injuries to 
horses and safety concerns, the inspector concluded that the size of lorries and frequency 

https://www.bhs.org.uk/media/qb4dgvrf/noise-1218.pdf


of traffic would conflict with other users of the lane and make the access unsafe, contrary 
to the requirement of minerals and waste local plan policy. She also found details of a 
proposed acoustic fence outside the equestrian centre insufficient to demonstrate that 
lorry noise effects on occupiers and horses kept there would be sufficiently mitigated… 
…Inspector: Rebecca Norman; Written representations…” 

(Source Appendix 6)  

4.11.1 Horses will not be able to be ridden over the conveyor that the application is 
proposing is buried under the tree lined drive, which currently is part of the 
bridleway / pathway. The vibration across the bridle way / pathway will be noisy and 
unpredictable. Unlike police horses who are trained for such activities these are 
leisure and competition horses. So, the reaction here will be to ‘spook’ or run from 
the noise and vibrations, causing injury or at worse death. 

4.11.2 The appeal decision referenced above and fully available at Appendix 7 concludes at 
clause 16 stating “Consequently, I am unable to conclude that the proposed 
development would comply with Policy DM2 of the LMWLP, insofar as it relates to 
the need to demonstrate that minerals and waste development would be acceptable 
in terms of potential effects from noise to adjoining land uses and users, amongst 
other things.”.  This clearly gives the inquiry precedence to refuse the appeal based 
on the noise effects of other land users. 

4.12 Wheelchair users and the disabled would struggle with safe footing across vibrating 
 ground. They could become unseated from mobility transport, or simply be knocked 
 from their feet. Families with children in pushchairs or babies in prams are at risk 
 here too.  

4.13 NRS’s response to these concerns was, 

“Given the level of bridleways and permissive paths being provided by the Appeal 

Scheme together with there being no objection from the British Horse Society, the 

County Footpath Officer together with the planning officer’s own assessment as 

presented in the committee report (CD10.01), it is nonsensical that this is a reason for 

refusal.”  

4.14 The current main drive will become a canyon with no views across the countryside. 

 

4.15 There is no indication the BHS visited the site. Or just looked at the addition to the 

bridleway? The additional bridle way does not outweigh the 10+ years of noise, dust and loss 

of quiet open space if this quarry is approved, because no noise mitigation has been put into 

place at any point during this plan if riders were forced to use this revised bridle way. Or for 

the horses living in proximity the site itself. What is being proposed conflicts with several 

references from their website as noted above. 

 

5 Footpaths Study 

5.1 The Lea Castle Farm site has been parkland since 1762, when the historic wall around the site 

as well as the gate houses were first constructed by the Knight family.  The site has, since this 



time, been accessed by the local communities for both destination travel and recreational use.  

There are several footpaths and bridleways that cross the site. 

5.2 In order to ascertain the level of the use of the site, the Stop the Quarry campaign group 

undertook a study of the number of individuals using either the bridleways or footpaths to 

demonstrate the amount the local communities depend upon these rights of way. 

5.3 The bridleways and footpaths were monitored over the course of one week during the month 

of August, starting on Monday 2nd August 2021.  The observations were restricted to weekdays 

in order to avoid the clear bias to usage at weekends.  It was believed that it gave a minimum 

traffic calculation rather than maximum calculation.  The results were then extrapolated for a 

12-month period to estimate one calendar year’s use. 

5.4 Results 

Traffic Type Observed Results Extrapolated 12 Month 
Results 

Cyclists 16 1,165 

Walkers 237 17,254 

Joggers/Runners 40 2,912 

Horses 10 728 

Mobility Scooter 3 243 

Total Individuals 306 22,309 

 

5.5 Conclusion of study 

The results show a very considerable usage of the bridleways and footpaths that are 

encompassed in the proposed development site.  The historic usage has continued over the 

centuries and whilst it has most probably changed in content, it probably has not in volume.  

The historic parkland forms a large community facility which would come to an end during the 

proposed development.  We conclude that approving the development would disrupt the lives 

of many local people and probably reduce the amount of exercise being undertaken by 

residents, with the obvious health and wellbeing consequences.  In addition, this reduction in 

considerable traffic would likely reduce business and spend at local pubs and cafes, having a 

negative economic impact. 

6 Conclusion  

 

6.1 My conclusion as a horse rider is that moving the bridle way does not benefit horse riders or 

their horse physically or mentally. We stand to gain absolutely nothing but loss of our calm, 

quiet and peaceful riding.. If approved, the proposal would put the lives of young and old 

riders at risk, horses would be in danger, these revised new routes are not safe. This is an 

accident waiting to happen. 

 

6.2 Policy requires proposals must protect and enhance rights of way and public access 

provision. The proposals will damage and degrade rights of way and public access provision. 

 

6.3 Development should help minimise negative health impacts and maximise opportunities to 

ensure that people in Wyre Forest District lead healthy, active lifestyles and experience a 



high quality of life. The proposal will harm public health and reduce activity and quality of 

life. 

 

6.4 There is a precedent for refusing planning (Appendix 7) on the grounds of the noise effects 

on other land users. 

 

 

6.5 Diverted routes must not be substantially less convenient to use as the existing route and 

must not result in a negative effect on public enjoyment. The diversions are considerably less 

convenient and significantly detract from public enjoyment. 

 

 

6.6 These proposals meet none of these requirements. 



 

Images Appendix  

BP1 Image – The top portion of the footpath and bridle path from the North Lodges at Cookley with 

scenic views and peaceful surroundings. 

 

  



BP2 Image – The continuation of the footpath and bridle path from the North Lodges at Cookley with 

scenic views and peaceful surroundings. 

 
 

  



BP3 Image – Halfway down the footpath and bridle path between the North and South Lodges. 

 

 

  



BP4 Image – The second portion of the footpath and bride path on the approach to the South Lodges 

at Wolverley with scenic views and peaceful surroundings. 

 

 

BP5 Image – The approach of the footpath and bridle path to the North Lodges at Wolverley with 

scenic views and peaceful surroundings. 

 

 



PFP Image – Indicates a portion of where this planning application is choosing to move the footpath 

and bridle path to, next to the busy A449 road and B4189, taken from my car driving down the 

B4189 as I do not have access to the land. The B4189 provides a steep incline which will make this 

footpath unusable for families with prams and pushchairs or the disabled, or those with mobility 

issues. It will also make riding horses next to two busy roads an accident waiting to happen. 

 

 

  



Appendix 1 - Lost Heritage / a memorial to England's lost country houses 

 

 

  



Appendix 2 - The British Horse Society 

 
 

  



Appendix 3 - Email between NRS Aggregates and the PROW team  

 

 

 



 

 

  



Appendix 4 - Changes to the Highway Code 











 
 

  



Appendix 5 - Highways Act 1980, Section 119 – Diversion of a public right of way 

 

  



Appendix 6 - Planning Resource - Equestrian safety fears block quarry restoration 
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