
 
 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
 

Characteristics Language 
 
Playing and Exploring: 
 

• Finding out and exploring 
• Using what they know in play 
• Being willing to have a go  

Senses 
Challenge 
Curiosity 
Initiating 
Engaging 

Representing 
Acting 
Asking 

Seeking 
Exploring 

Pretending 
 
Active Learning: 
 

• Being involved and concentrating 
• Keep on Trying 
• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

Involved 
Energy 
Proud 

Satisfied 
Motivated 

Process 
Enjoying 

Persisting 
Trying 

Focusing 
Challenges 
Attention 

Effort 
Concentrating 

Fascinated 
Persevering  

 
Creating and thinking critically: 
 

• Having their own ideas 
• Using what they already know to learn new 

things 
• Choosing ways to do things and finding new 

ways 
 

Problem Solving 
Planning 

Predicting 
Strategies 
Evaluating 
Creating 
Choosing 

New Ideas 
Reviewing 
Deciding 
Checking  
Testing 

Patterns 
Thinking 

Making Links 
 


