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Sustainable Schools

ÅThe Government 
would like every 
school to be a 
Sustainable 
School by 2020.

ÅThe National Framework 
for Sustainable Schools 
has been established by 
the Government to help 
schools understand what 
they need to do to 
achieve this aim.

The Sustainable School

3S tool: Sustainable Schools Self- Assessment
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ÅA concept we can all understand

ÅSustainable schools have a caring ethos ï

Åcare for oneself, 

Åfor each other (across cultures, distances and generations)

Åfor the environment itself (far and near).

ÅSchools are already caring places, but a sustainable school also

Åcares about the energy and water it consumes, 

Åthe waste it reduces 

Åthe food it serves 

Åthe traffic it attracts 

Åthe difficulties faced by the people in its community and around the world.

A sustainable school = a caring school

Designing a Sustainable School

DCSF National Framework for Sustainable Schools

A commitment to care
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What is a Sustainable School?

Designing a Sustainable School

Åit explores sustainable development through:

Curriculum
Teaching provision and learning 

Campus
Its values and ways of thinking

Community
engagement of 

local people and partners
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Sustainable Schools Strategy (DCSF):

The eight doorways

Inclusion and
participation

Travel and
traffic

Purchasing and
waste

Buildings and
grounds

Energy and water

Food and drink
Global dimension Local well being
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BREEAM

Building Research Establishment Environmental 
Assessment Method:

Credits on: 

ÅManagement

ÅHealth and Wellbeing

ÅEnergy

ÅTransport

ÅWater

ÅMaterials and Waste

ÅLand Use and Ecology

ÅPollution 

These echo the Sustainable Schools themes!
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Buildings and Grounds

Opportunity

ÅSchools are designed, constructed and 
managed to provide opportunities to 
teach sustainable living

Recommendation (by 2020)

Åschools ïold and new ïmanage and 
design their buildings in ways that visibly 
demonstrate sustainable development to 
everyone who uses the school. 
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Building Orientation

Basics.

Saving Energy ...... basics.

ÅBuilding orientation

ÅBuild tight : ventilate right

ÅEnergy Monitoring ïCounty Council system

ÅLighting controls

ÅDraught lobbies

ÅDraught proofing

ÅInsulation improvements 

ÅBuilding Energy Management Systems

ÅEnergy selection.
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Blackmarston School                         Pershore Cherry Orchard

Courtyard heat recovery Covered Courtyard

Passive design measures 

reduce energy 

consumption at no extra 

cost

Reducing CO2 Emissions

Forming new library in First 

School, reducing heat losses 

and controlling ventilation

Ventilation
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Building Form

ÅA tight site / site noise

ÅExternal teaching 
spaces: outdoor 
curriculum 

Å Compact building form -
low surface area

Å Steel Frame : future 
flexibility

Å timber stud walls and roof

Å Ventilation/ daylight


