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News from the ‘Source

Kathryn Steenson giving guests an insight into the
Worcester City Archive.

Welcome to our first newsletter!

On September 17", the WASP Project hosted
its official launch at The Guildhall in Worcester.
The Project team welcomed community leaders
and heritage partners for a recap of our plans to
share the extensive City archive with
Worcester's communities. We would like to
thank all of those that attended for coming
along to find out more. The Heritage Lottery
Fund has awarded Worcestershire County
Council's Record Office £228, 000 which will
enable us to catalogue the contents of the City
Archive, and to share and celebrate them with
the public. The collection touches upon many
fascinating aspects of the City’s development
and, once unlocked, the stories within will have
a broad appeal. We hope to increase use of the
archives by individuals carrying out research,
but also to encourage a wider audience and
promote its use by community groups wanting
learn about and celebrate their city and identity.
On September 20", the team also joined
Worcester Archaeology Service at their Open
Day at the archaeology excavation and
exhibition at The Bultts site in central Worcester.

Q’artners anc[ frzencﬂs‘ upc[ate from Worcester Archive Source Project

400 people visited the WASP exhibition
throughout the day. The new Worcestershire
Library and History Centre will be built on the
site and will open in 2011. It will incorporate
new facilities for Record Office users, as well as
the collections, including the Worcester City
Archive. It is hoped that groups and individuals
who have been enjoying activities with WASP
will be some of the first to visit!

All about the City Archive

The City Archive contains 800 boxes, 1000
volumes and hundreds of maps and plans. This
includes records that go back as far as the
1520s. Until the 1950s regular deposits were
made to the archive, which chart the
development of not only the City but also the
Worcester Corporation itself. In 1983, the City
Archive was moved from its city centre home in
the Guildhall to the Record Office County Hall
branch where it remains for the public to
explore.

What stories lie within!

Exploration has revealed information about a
whole range of subjects that can help us shed
light on the lives of past residents — some
infamous, some ordinary. Amongst other
subjects, the archive covers markets and fairs,
education, public health, the River Severn,
Railways, Poor Law, charities, plus some
insight into personal stories such as the family
of Private Frederick Dancox, Worcester’s brave
son who was awarded the Victoria Cross during
the First World War.

The pleasures of exploring the Worcester City Archive include discovering the everyday language of the past. Historic
accounts can reveal the original meaning of some of our regularly used vocabulary, plus introduce us to terms that

belong to another age.
Wonderful WASP Words No.1

Frankpledge: was an institution in which a tithing of ten households were bound together and held responsible for
one another's conduct. All men over 12 years were joined in groups of approximately ten households. This unit, under
a leader known as the chief-pledge or tithing-man, was then responsible for producing any man of that tithing

suspected of a crime.
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Who IS worklng for WASP? Meet the team..

“"W .,,..r. ‘me Kathryn Steenson (right) N

: Kathryn moved to Worcester to take up the position
ﬂw"‘ -4 of Project Archivist for WASP in May 2008. Her main
e A5 Y o : role is to arrange and catalogue the collection,
- - making it as accessible as possible. Previously she
was Project Archivist at the University of Aberdeen's
Special Libraries & Archives working with business
archives. Kathryn says, “The Worcester City Archive
is different to any collection I've worked with before,
and | am very much looking forward to it!”

Elizabeth Roper

Elizabeth has spent most of her career working in heritage education and on outreach projects at
a range of sites including a reconstructed Iron Age village, a community woodland and a medieval
castle. She is looking forward to indulging her interest in history even more; “I can’t wait to get
local people involved,” she said, “The collection is full of intriguing accounts and records that were
at the heart of some of Worcester's key moments in history. The story of the ordinary man in the
street is there too, and unlocking and sharing those tales is going to be great fun and provide
some unique opportunities.”

WASP volunteering opportunities filling up fast!

Our funds from HLF will allow for Kathryn to catalogue the collection. However, there are some
associated tasks that we will be using some volunteer help to complete. These opportunities
mean we can draw on skills from outside of the team to help provide information and deliver
events to the wider community.

We are already working in partnership with Worcester Technical College to involve a group of
students in a regular archive conservation session. Back in their classroom, the students are
learning a range of life skills and are incorporating volunteering and new interests into their
studies. They are a small class and broadly speaking students suffer from learning disabilities
and mental health issues. The group will visit the Record Office fortnightly and provide valuable
help with conservation tasks, working on some of the more fragile WASP documents. It is also
hoped that the group’s involvement can culminate in a small research project about the area of the
city around their college. There will be good news from this group to come soon hopefully!

We are currently recruiting to fill other volunteer roles with the help of the Worcester Volunteer
Centre, the excellent ‘Do ItI" website, and other friends and contacts. These roles include:

e Listing unsorted (currently mystery!) materials

¢ Creating a name index to be associated with the archive

¢ Guided research — to detail key Worcester people and places or specific neighbourhood
histories

e Volunteer Outreach Assistants to help at events with children and community groups

Opportunities are open to all. If anyone you know may be interested, please email
Eroper@worcestershire.gov.uk, or call 01905 765926



mailto:ERoper@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Outreach news

During the Autumn and Winter 2008-09 staff will be making an appearance at several community
events and venues to help raise awareness of the project, before working on specific projects with
groups.

Opportunities to hear more about our plans, and to discover more from the City archive:

Tuesday 18" November — Pumphouse Environment Centre — 7.30pm We will be bringing
along material to help illustrate a talk by Dr Malcolm Nixon on the ‘People of the River Severn’.
This is part of the Northwick Heritage Project and details about the evening can be obtained from
Sheena Payne on 01905 721133

Saturday December 6™ — Cripplegate Park — from 10am. We will be bringing an exhibit of City
Archive records all about Worcester customs & celebrations of the past, to the Friends of
Cripplegate ‘Tree Dressing Day’. We will also bring an activity for children to introduce them to
using old documents.

Saturday 22" November — St Andrews Methodist Church, Pump Street — from 9 — 11am.
WASP information stand at church bazaar and coffee morning.

Sunday 30" November (Victorian Fayre) — St Andrews Methodist Church, Pump Street —
from 9 — 11am. The church is just off of the route of the popular Victorian Fayre and we hope to
attract Fayre visitors to come and see us while they are in the mood for history! The church hosts
a Christmas bazaar to help get shoppers through the door.

Outreach plans for the coming months
We already have a busy time scheduled! We are
working on evening classes, classroom visits,
research opportunities, arts projects and
community celebrations with a number of local
groups. These include Worcester city community
centres; primary and secondary schools; The
University of Worcester; the Friends of Ghuelevelt
Park and the City Museum and Art Gallery. We will
bring you detailed news in later newsletters and
look forward to bringing you some photos too!

Visitors enjoying our display at the
Butts Dig Open Day

The WASP website is now live!

The WASP website is now live and accessible to all at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/wasp. The
website features permanent sections relating to: collection highlights; ways to get involved;
outreach, plus an all important news page to keep you up to date between newsletters. All WASP
publicity and press releases will feature the site address, and we are hoping to get plenty of hits
as a result of outreach work and general interest.

Current online exhibition: Private Frederick Dancox VC to commemorate Remembrance
Day.


http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/wasp

Kathryn’s
Corner

In each newsletter, we WI|| feature a cataloguing update from Kathryn when she will f|II us |n on
her progress with cataloguing the City collection, and will also feature a bit more detail on one of
the records she has found. This time it is the turn of...

‘A Full & True Account Of The Horrid Murders, Robberies And Burnings Committed At
Bradforton And Upton Snodbury, 1782’ This tale probably relates to the villages we now know
as Bretforton and Upton Snodsbury. The story goes that in February 1707, Ann Cormel from
Bretforton was murdered and her house burnt down, the culprits at that time unknown. Nine
months later, Mrs. Palmer, her maid suffered a similar fate. The tale becomes even more ‘Horrid’
when we read that, amongst those convicted and sentenced to hang were Mrs. Palmer’s son John
and his brother-in-law Thomas Symonds. Both of these were relatively wealthy young men who
enjoyed socialising (although John was married with an infant son) and the nature of their social
standing made the murders even more intriguing to the public. This book in the City Archive was
published to counteract the more lurid and scandalous accounts of the murder that people were
still indulging in 75 years later! Despite this honourable intention, the book interestingly offers the
reader an illustration to help inspire their imagination. It does give an in-depth account of the
events immediately after Mrs. Palmer's murder plus trial proceedings, letters written by the
condemned to the Bishop of Oxford, the Bishop’s eyewitness account of the executions, and
remarks on the men’s dying speeches. The book was presented to Bishop Lloyd’s Charity School
which has the unusual claim of being founded using an executed man’s forfeited wealth — that of
John Palmer the rogue son of Bretforton.

Members of the public using the City Archive are now free to read through this mystery
and decide upon their own verdict, had the fate of the accused been in their hands!
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