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Strategic Planning and Climate 
Change

Taking a step back from specific developments, to look at 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ 

sustainable development:

ÁThe Regional Spatial Strategy

Á²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ tŀǇŜǊǎ 



REGIONAL CONTEXT

The West Midlands 
Regional Spatial 

Strategy



Regional Spatial Strategy

ÁCurrent RSS is being revised.

ÁDraft Climate Change policies 

have been put forward for 

consideration.

ÁDraft policies have recently 

been examined by an 

independent expert panel.

ÁImportant theyôre not a óbolt onô.



Regional Spatial Strategy

Proposed revision requires LDDs to seek:

ÁUse of renewable energy, including on-site %

ÁReduction in the need to travel

ÁReduction of waste

ÁExtension of natural habitats & provision of Green 

Infrastructure

ÁEmployment to match housing

ÁBenchmark standards for new buildings; existing buildings 

also considered (all homes zero carbon by 2016)



²hw/9{¢9w{ILw9Ω{ wh[9



Not just about what is built, but also about where and how. 

Á36,600 homes 2006-2026

ÁPlanning needs to look at all aspects of sustainability.

ÁWorcestershire planners investigate how sustainable 

housing and employment growth in the County could be.

ÁImportant to understand all the facilities that will be 

needed by residents and employees ïInfrastructure.

ÁNext stage of RSS will address issues including energy; 

water; landscape; rural services.

Regional Spatial Strategy



Infrastructure

ÁNeed to reduce the need to travel, and reduce carbon 

emissions ïjobs and services.

ÁNot just óhardô infrastructure,  but also social provision ïfaith 

groups, community buildings, etc.

ÁUrban extensions? Villages? Eco-Towns?

ÁBalance between minimising climate change impact and 

ensuring peopleôs social and economic needs are met.

ÁViable and deliverable

What is needed to make a settlement sustainable?

Would a community of 6,000 homes built at Code level 6 but 

in an isolated location be sustainable?



Technical Research Papers

ÁCollate existing policy and evidence

ÁOutline key issues to be considered through planning

ÁSuggest further work to deliver positive change

ÁNext stage of RSS will address issues including energy; water; 
landscape; rural services.



Planning for Renewable Energy
Research Paper

ÁOpportunities ςsocial
- economic
- environmental

ÁMerton rule

ÁBarriers

ÁProtection  of environment

Next Need for Robust
Steps evidence base



Planning for Renewable Energy
Research Paper

Á90% of Worcestershire residents
either support or strongly support
the generation of renewable energy
within the County.

Á65% consider improving energy
efficiency in existing buildings to be a
high priority.

ÁTo achieve current County targets
would mean installing the equivalent
of 25,000 solar PV roof installations
(10kW each)



Assessment of Renewable Energy 
Resources



Assessment of Renewable Energy 
Resources

3.5%
{ǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

heat energy usage to come from renewable sources by 2026

Current renewable energy capacity in the County is around 0.5%



Planning for Climate Change
Research Paper

ÁReviews emerging good practice;

ÁIdentifies mitigation and adaptation
measures within the County;

ÁInforms the preparation of local
planningŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩCore Strategies;

ÁInforms the development of
Community Strategies.



Planning for Climate Change
Research Paper

Á!ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мл҈ ƻŦ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ 
ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ фΣмпс ƻŦ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ 
properties are at risk of flooding;

ÁDEFRA estimates that domestic CO2

emissions for the County equate to 
roughly 2.6 tonnes of CO2 per capita.

ÁLower summer rainfall and higher 
temperatures likely to cause fires to 
increase in Worcestershire. The most 
vulnerable locations include the Wyre 
Forest, Lickey & Clent Hills, Kempsey, 
Malvern Hills and Hartlebury Common.



Planning for WaterResearch Paper

ÁProvides a consistent and positive
planning framework for water issues.

ÁIdentifies the key issues and best
practice examples surrounding the
management of water in the County.

ÁContains guidance on how water
related issues can be properly and,
strategically planned for, e.g:

Supply/treatment
quality/WFD

flooding/SFRA, etc.



Planning for WaterResearch Paper

ÁPeople who live in Worcestershire
use on average between 130-149
litres of water a day;

ÁAreas that are over abstracted, 
causing unacceptable environmental 
impacts at low flows, can be found in 
the north of the County running down 
to the centre;

ÁFragmentation of habitats can occur
when flood control measures are
installed resulting in negative
biodiversity impact.



Summary

ÁStrategic Planning has a major role to play in moving 
towards more sustainable development and 
mitigating/adapting to climate change;

ÁNeed to influence levels of development, location 
and means of construction;

ÁNeed to prioritise, eg Renewable energy and/or 
landscape views;

ÁViability/deliverability will remain crucial.



Summary

http://worcestershire.whub.org.uk/home/wcc-

planning-strategic-planning-natural-resources
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