
0

West Midlands Sustainability Checklist

George Marsh

Chair

Sustainability West Midlands



1

Contents

ÅSWM

ÅBackground to Checklist

ÅHow does it work ?

ÅHow is it Used ?

ÅUptake

ÅReview and updating of the Checklist



Who we are

SWM is the sustainability adviser for the leaders of the 
West Midlands. 

ïGovernment recognised óregional sustainability champion bodyô

ïOur Board is private sector led and cross-sector representative

ï We are a not-for-profit company, that works with our members in 
the business, public and voluntary sectors.

Our role is to act as a catalyst for change through :

ïadvice to leaders (eg. lead role in RES, input to RSS)

ïdeveloping practical solutions with our members                
(eg. SHAP, Business Futures, Equality & Diversity Partnership, Green New 
Deal)

ïsharing success and good practice (Newsletters, Meetings)



Our Vision

By 2020 businesses and communities are 
thriving in a West Midlands that is 
environmentally sustainable and socially 
just. 

By 2012 West Midlands leaders are clear 
on what this looks like, have set 
milestones and their organisations are 
making strong progress.

óa low carbon visionô begins to set out what is possible now in 

terms of energy, transport, construction, demographic change to 

reach 2020é...
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West Midlands Sustainability Checklist



Checklist background

National Sustainability Checklist for Developments:

Å A National Sustainability Checklist  was commissioned by ODPM, 

supported by WWF and devised by BRE to promote high quality 

development that would support sustainable communities.

Å The national Checklist was published in 2002

Å It was intended to be a practical tool to assist in planning decisions.
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Why a regional checklist?

ÅDevelopers asking for more commonality.

ÅPlanning policy is created at regional level and there are 

regional differences.

ÅRegional planning policy now forms part of Local 

Development Frameworks.
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How the Checklist was prepared

ÅDerived from draft RSS and Regional Housing Strategy 

for the region, national planning policy, regional 

sustainable development policy 

ÅIncorporates other guidance from statutory bodies.

ÅDevelopment managed by a steering group comprising a 

number of local authorities, the Regional Assembly 

GOWM and AWM

ÅConsiderable assistance from a range of other 

organisations.



Relationship with other policy
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The Checklist is a website based tool

ÅAn online tool to aid decision makers in the development 

of sustainable communities: 

www.checklistwestmidlands.co.uk

ÅAll users have individual, secure accounts in which they 

can store multiple developments..

ÅThe website is designed to be intuitive and user friendly, 

holding all the information required to complete a 

checklist and explaining the questions.

ÅThe Frequently Asked Questions hold a considerable 

amount of useful information

http://www.checklistwestmidlands.co.uk/
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Coverage of Checklist

Å Issues are arranged in 8 
categories:

ïClimate change and 
energy

ïCommunity

ïPlacemaking

ïTransport and Movement

ïEcology

ïResources

ïBusiness

ïBuildings
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How the Checklist works

ÅEach category comprises a number of questions.  The 
exact question set depends on the size of the 
development.  (70 questions across all categories).

ÅEach question has 3 possible responses to chose from, 
correlating to best, good and minimum practice.

ÅThe developer provides a written justification (evidence) 
for the response they give ïan audit trail.

ÅBecause of the generic nature of the question sets the 
developer also has the opportunity to select ónot 
applicableô



Using the Checklist

Each question has a 

choice of three 

benchmarks.

ï Minimum, 

ï Good Practice,

ï Best Practice

(not applicable)



13

Example - Q5 of 13 in Climate Change

What % of domestic water use in operation will be provided 

for by rain water collection and/or grey water recycling 

systems ?

Best  :          >50%

Good :        25 ï50%

Minimum :  LA planning standard
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Example - Q3 of 20 in Place Making

What % of the existing buildings on site will be re-

used/refurbished ? 

Best  :          100 %

Good :          > 50%

Minimum :  LA planning standard



Using the Checklist

The developer 

provides a 

written 

justification 

(evidence) for 

the benchmark 

they have 

selected ïan 

audit trail.
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Using the Checklist

Questions 
within each 
category 
are 
weighted 
individually  
- shown 
graphically
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Using the Checklist

An overall 

percentage 

score is 

awarded for 

each of the 

eight 

categories.
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Using the Checklist

User can monitor 

progress and 

benchmarks awarded

Users can see:

Åwhen a question has 

not met the minimum 

standard 

Åis not applicable 

ÅHas not been 

answered for further 

interrogation.


