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Waseley Hills Country Park water and wetland action plan. 
 

 

This action plan will outline the different water and wetland features found on 

Waseley Hills Country Park (see map). It will also contain a schedule of works to be 

carried out to maintain and enhance these sensitive habitat areas. 

 

 

Description of features. 

 

These can be split in to three categories: ponds, springs and other wetland areas. 

 

Ponds; 

 

 The man made fishing pools in Segbourne Valley 

i. Fed by a spring in field 003 

ii. 2 ponds in the valley 

iii. Formally used as fishing ponds  

 

Springs: 

 

 Source of the River Rea 

 Other springs 

 

Wetland areas: 

 

 Medieval fish ponds at the end of ‘Newlands’ 

 Dry pond in Rotary Wood 

 

Schedule of work to be carried out. 

 

All ponds and wetland areas would benefit from flora and fauna surveys before any 

work is carried out.  Subject to survey results, the following work is to be carried out:  

 

Segbourne pools. 

 

 Clearance of some sycamore trees  

 Alder and willow to be coppiced on a 15 year rotation to allow light in 

 Periodic cutting of taller vegetation in late summer / autumn to allow fen type 

vegetation to persist 

 Regular litter clearance of ponds 

 Maintain information panel  

 Maintain over flow chimneys and sluices 

 Maintain access to ponds edge 

 

 Maintain open water in the top pool by removal of areas of invasive species 

and bank scrub clearance 

 Ensure a barrier of vegetation is kept at the top of the pool to act as a silt trap 
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 Lower pool to be puddled to stop loss of water in summer 

 Restore banks, remove metal barriers and replace with filled sand bags and 

back filling 

 Look into possibility of viewing / dipping platform 

 

 

Source of River Rea. 

 

The source of the River Rea is a very important feature on the park due to its history 

and connections the local community. Currently, the source is not apparent as it has 

become overgrown. The work outlined below would make the source into a main 

feature of the park. 

 

 Clear scrub inside fenced area 

 Dig out small pool so water can be seen 

 Replace post and wire fence with new post and rail fencing 

 Move gate from corner to the side of the fence in front of the information 

panel 

 Look into replacing information panel 

 Investigate the possibility of a board walk inside the fenced area 

 

 

Other springs. 

 

The park has a watershed as springs on the Eastern side of the park eventually feed 

the River Trent whereas springs on the Western side of the park feed into the River 

Severn. 

  

All springs will continue to be monitored for erosion especially the spring at the 

bottom of First Valley as it is regularly used as drinking water for cattle. Any 

remedial work will be carried out as necessary. 

 

 

 

Medieval fish ponds in ‘Newlands’. 

 

The area at the end of the Green Lane, field 008 contains medieval fishponds listed as 

WSM01878 on the Sites and Monuments Record. This field was cleared from scrub to 

reveal the ancient site and wetland. This wetland is to be kept open through grazing 

with cattle between the end of March and the end of October. 

 

Pond in rotary wood. 

 

Currently this pond is nearly dry and fairly overgrown with restricted access. This 

area should be left as a wetland as recreating a pond would damage the surrounding 

habitat. Scrub should be coppiced to allow easier pedestrian access to the wetland and 

maintain views across. 

 

GH 4/2/05



Page 3 of 4  

Programme of works 

 

Item Start date Completion date Cost Resource Lead officer Notes 

Trees and vegetation 

in Segbourne 

Sept 05 Jan 07 - done 0 WCC staff GH Clearance work in accordance with the woodland action 

plan. Will allow more light to the water 

Invasive species in 

the ponds – 

Segbourne 

Nov 05 Dec 05 put back 

due to lack of 

time 

0 WCC staff GH Removal of invasive plants, mainly in the top pool, 

leaving a barrier of vegetation to act as a silt trap 

Puddling of lower 

pool – Segbourne 

Dec 05 Jan 06 no funds 

in financial year 

3000 Sites 

budget 

GH Puddle lower pool to prevent water loss especially in 

summer months 

Bank work – 

Segbourne 

Jan 06 Feb 06 no funds 

in financial year 

300 Sites 

budget 

GH Remove metal barriers and replace with filled sand bags, 

back fill to restore path across bank 

On going work - 

Segbourne 

    Sites officer Maintain over flow chimneys and sluices, regular litter 

clearance – ongoing work 

Vegetation clearance 

round ponds, along 

banks, off dams and 

invasive reeds in 

pond 

Feb 2010 March 2010 work 

done and claimed 

2010 

CSS to 

fund 

through 

area 

payment 

SC 

Site staff 

+ 

volunteer 

labour 

GH / MR Archaeology report on pools identified work to be done 

to restore pools. 1
st
 stage of work is to carry out scrub 

clearance on banks and on dams. CSS to fund work 

through area payment SC scrub clearance > 75%. Area 

of work has to be calculated and claimed accordingly at 

a rate of £583 per Ha. For more info see archaeology 

report. 

Tree work round 

ponds- top pond 

Feb 2010 March 2010 work 

done Feb 2010 

Funded 

as part 

of 

above 

Site staff GH / MR Clear trees from Northern bank (path side) and trim back 

/ pollard 10m of the South bank starting from the dam 

end.  

Tree work round 

ponds – lower pond 

Feb 2010 March 2010 work 

done Feb 2010 

Funded 

as part 

of 

above 

Site staff GH / MR Pollard oak and clear birch growth on northern bank  



Page 4 of 4  

Pool bank 

restoration 

April 

2010 

October 2010 Natural 

England 

to fund 

through 

special 

project 

Engineers 

will be 

needed to 

carry out 

structural 

work 

GH Also identified in archaeology report is the need to carry 

out work to stabilise the banks of the pools. Large 

project which will be funded from Natural England. The 

clearance work will have to be carried out first then 

advice from engineers will need to be sought. Quotes 

sent to NE Oct 2010. Waiting approval for work to go 

ahead. Funding issues will push work back, possibly to 

April – Sept 2011  

Scrub clearance – 

River Rea 

Feb 05 Feb 05 -£500 Barclays 

volunteers 

GH Barclays community volunteers carried out the work 

Small pool – River 

Rea 

Feb 05 Feb 05 0 Barclays 

volunteers 

GH Dig a small pool to hold water at the source of the Rea  

Fencing – River Rea Feb 07 Feb 07 0 WCC staff GH Replace wire fencing with post and rail fence, move gate 

from corner to in front of the information panel 

Other springs – 

ongoing work 

Ongoing   WCC staff Sites officer Monitor springs for erosion and carry out and work 

necessary - ongoing 

Scrub clearance- 

Newlands Ponds 

Ongoing 

(grazing) 

Fencing complete 

to allow cattle to 

graze 

 Cattle!  Graze the field round the medieval fish ponds to control 

scrub and keep the ponds open – ongoing, between end 

march and end October each year 

Pond in Rotary 

wood 

Ongoing  0 WCC staff Sites officer Scrub clearance round the pond, maintain views through 

wood – ongoing work each year 
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Waseley Hills Country Park woodland action plan 

 
 

This plan will briefly describe the woodland areas of Waseley Hills Country Park and 

the work to be carried out to enhance them for wildlife value and also to maintain 

them as a visitor attraction. 

 

The Park is covered by the Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS) until 31
st
 March 2006; 

this will be renewed, through Abbey Forestry, at this date. 

 

 

Woodland areas: 

 

1. Segbourne valley 

2. Jubilee plantation 

3. Rotary Wood 

4. The Narrows 

5. South car park 

 

All of the above areas have public access, there are some other smaller areas of 

woodland with no public access. 

 

Annual management grant can be obtained for the five areas outlined above. This 

grant partially covers the costs for signage, litter clearance, safety checks and cutting 

back of vegetation to keep paths clear. 

 

Schedule of work: 

 

1. Segbourne: clearance of some sycamore trees, alder and willow to be coppiced 

on 15 year rotation and cutting of taller vegetation to allow light to the floor. 

No more than 30 % of vegetation to be cut in one year to encourage a diverse 

age structure.  Bank clearance round the pools to be carried out over a two-

year period. Views to be opened up from the top pool, over the lower pool 

down the valley.  

 

2. Jubilee plantation:  Stock proof fence to be enlarged to create a rounder shape 

of woodland, fence maintained round the plantation but pedestrian access 

maintained. Scots pine acting as a windbreak to be gradually thinned to 

eventually leave just beech trees. Some thinning work will also be carried out 

to the beech to allow maturation of the remaining trees. Arisings from thinning 

work to be removed to prevent camps and fires. 

 

3. Rotary wood: Public access to be maintained through a program of path 

clearance and raising the crowns of some trees. Some new fencing will be 

required to prevent cows entering the woodland and to enable easier 

pedestrian access. 

 

4. The Narrows: Public access through this relatively new woodland will be 

maintained through a program of path clearence and raising the crowns of 
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trees along the edge of paths. A 50% thin will be carried out over the next ten 

years to allow the young trees to mature. 

 

5. South car park: Thinning work will be carried out to maintain views across the 

car park to eliminate hiding spots. Crowns of the remaining trees will be lifted 

for the same reason. 

 

 

In woodland areas with no public access, some thinning will be carried out to allow 

trees to grow, light to reach the floor and to increase the age diversity of all areas. 

Dead wood will be left in all areas where possible. However, any trees posing a health 

and safety risk will be dealt with in accordance with the tree safety and inspection 

procedure. 

 

 

 

GH 02/05 
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Programme of works 

 
Item Start date Completion date Cost Resource Lead officer Notes 

Felling of sycamore 

trees 

Dec 06 Some done 06-07 

More to do 08-09 

0 WCC staff GH Fell 50% of sycamore in the lower valley to open up views 

and allow more native species to colonise. Some work carried 

out but more to do over several years 

Cutting of vegetation 

in Segbourne 

Dec 06 Complete 0 WCC staff GH 30% cut of vegetation in valley 

Cutting of vegetation 

in Segbourne 

Dec 06 Complete 0 WCC staff GH 30% cut of vegetation in valley 

Cutting of vegetation 

in Segbourne 

Sept 07 Feb 08 – more to do 

More done Feb 2010 

0 WCC staff GH 30% cut of vegetation in valley 

Alder and willow 

coppicing in 

Segbourne 

Oct 05 Complete 0 WCC staff GH Coppicing to allow views down the valley and light to the 

floor 

Thinning in Jubilee 

plantation 

Oct 04 Oct 04 - done 270 Maintenance 

budget 

GH 30% thin of pine mainly on leeward side (s.e.) 

Thinning in Jubilee 

plantation 

Oct 2010 Oct 2010 ? Maintenance 

budget 

 

 

Sites officer 30% thin of pine mainly on leeward side (s.e.) 

Fence removed 2010 to allow, grazing and browsing to open 

up Jubilee- thinning work not carried out due to lack of time – 

will be incorporated in HLS application (due to start in 2012) 

Raising crowns in 

Rotary wood 

Nov 05 Dec 05 – put back 

due to lack of time 

0 WCC staff GH Raise crowns to allow easier access through the wood 

Path clearance in 

Rotary Wood 

March 05 April 05 – put back 

due to lack of time 

0 WCC staff GH Paths to be maintained to allow access 

Thinning in Narrows Dec 03 Jan 04 - done 0 Wcc staff DB 30% thin rabbit and squirrel damage obvious, worst affected 

trees felled 

Thinning in Narrows Dec 09 Jan 2010. Put back 

due to lack of time as 

HLS at Kingsford 

started in March 2009 

0 Wcc staff Sites officer 20% thin of remaining trees to allow the rest to mature.   

Work planned in Jan – Feb 2011 to thin Narrows 

 

Thinning in South Car 

Park 

Feb 05 March 05 - done 0 WCC staff GH Thin marked trees and raise crowns to allow view through car 

park and eliminate hiding spots. 
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Waseley Hills Country Park Management Plan 

Appendix 6.2 Site Summary Information 

6.2.1 General information

Ref. Description Information Appendix

ref.

i Favoured Site Title Waseley Hills Country Park

ii General location 1 km west of Rubery, North Worcestershire between M5 

and County boundary 

1 Map 1 

iii GR OS 1:50,000 Sheet 139  OSGR 972 778 (centre) 1 Map 1 

iv Nearest town Rubery 1 km, Birmingham 13.5km, Bromsgrove 4km 1 Map 1 

v Administrative areas County:  Worcestershire; 

District:  Bromsgrove District Council; 

Local Planning Authority: Bromsgrove District Council; 

Parishes:  Romsley, Belbroughton, Unparished area of 

Bromsgrove

vi Water company Severn Trent Water plc 

vii Tenure Freehold: Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, 

Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP; 

Leasehold: 26 ha leased to WCC from Chadwich Estate 

1972 on 99 yr lease. 

9

9

viii Legal designations Entire site within West Midlands Green Belt (Bromsgrove

District Council Local Plan and Worcestershire County 

Council Structure Plan);

Area of Great Landscape Value (Bromsgrove District 

Council Local Plan); 

Country Park (1968 Access to the Countryside Act); 

Wildmoor Nitrate Sensitive Zone (Department of Farming

and the Rural Environment & EU Nitrates Directive) 

1 Map 2 

ix Land use 61 ha Country Park; 

54 ha grazing land; 

3.5 ha woodland; 

2.5 ha amenity land 

1 Map 3 

x Size 61.14 ha

xi Date of acquisition 1972

xii Deed Packet Numbers (To be inserted)

xiii Adjacent land uses Gannow  Green (Section 9 Common Land); 1 Map 1 
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Chadwich Manor Estate: Pasture and woodland; 

Waseley Hill Farm: Residential property and pasture; 

Duck Farm: Residential property; 

Gannow Middle and High Schools; 

Residential property Hollywell Lane 

1 Map 1 

1 Map 1 

1 Map 1 

1 Map 1 

1 Map 1 

xiv Wayleaves and

easements

Electricity Pylon 1 Map 2 

6.2.2 Physical information

Ref. Description Information Appendix

ref.

i Altitude 120 – 309 metres above sea level 1 Map 1 

ii Geology Permo-Triassic Clent Breccia overlying Tertiary Sandstone 

and Keele Beds

iii Soils Generally thin and free draining sandy loams and grits 

although soils on lower lying land to the east are deeper 

and characterised by areas of impeded drainage 

iv Hydrology Waseley Hill represents a Watershed between the Rivers 

Severn and Trent split roughly north-south along the hill 

top;

The River Rea rises on the eastern boundary of the site; 

A small watercourse flows along the northern boundary of 

the site adjacent to Gannow Green Lane 

v Topography The western half of the site is characterised by a series of 

hill tops with deeply incised valleys flowing south-west. 

The eastern flank of the site falls less steeply away

1 Map 1 

vi Climate Period Mean air temp 

(deg. C) 

Mean rainfall

(mm)

Jan. - March 2 - 4 20 - 25 

April - June 8 - 10 20 - 25 

July – Sep. 14 - 16 25 - 30 

Oct.-Dec. 2 - 4 30 - 40 

Figures for air temperature recorded at 0900 hrs GMT 1.3 

m above ground 

Mean annual potential evapotranspiration 480 mm

Mean annual potential soil deficit 75mm 
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6.2.3 Access and recreation information

Ref. Description Information Appendix

ref.

i Area of open access 61.14 ha 

ii Opening times All year. Car parks dawn until dusk

iii Public Rights of Way 3 x Public Footpath;

1 x Public Bridleway

1 Map 5 

1 Map 5 

iv Waymarked Walking

Trails

North Worcestershire Path;

Start of Illey Way

1 Map 5 

1 Map 5 

v Waymarked Circular

Walks

Fox Trail; 

Badger Trail; 

1 Map 5 

1 Map 5 

vi Other trails & walks Orienteering Course; 

Monarchs Way; 

1 Map 5 

vii Links to public 

transport

Train Station: 4.5 km (Longbridge); 

Bus Stops: 1 km (Manchester Inn & Boleyn Road) 

viii Car park North Car Park:  SO 971 783, surfaced with 90 approx. 

spaces, Pay and Display;

South Car Park: SO 977 769, surfaced with 20 approx 

spaces, No charge 

1 Map 5 

1 Map 5 

ix List of amenity

facilities

Visitor Centre with Café and information;

Toilets;

Picnic area with tables;

Childrens Play Area with Adventure Playground; 

Camping area; 

Activity and Events Field; 

Information and Interpretation Boards;

Environmental Sculpture 

1 Map 5 

1 Map 5 

1 Map 5 

x List of recreational 

activities

Bird Watching;

Café / Lunch area; 

Camping;

Dog Walking;

Enjoying Views; 

Environmental Education; 

Grass Sledging; 

Kite Flying; 

Waymarked Circular Walks (Fox and Badger Trails) 

Orienteering;

Radio Broadcasting; 

Running;

Snow Sledging; 

Walking;

xi Restrictions to visitors’

use of site 

Standard set of County Council Byelaws 10

xii Access agreements Deed of Grant given by National Trust during 1995 for 9
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Permissive Access linking Segbourne Coppice with Public 

Bridleway

xiii Number of visitors per

annum

250,000 (2001 estimate)

6.2.4 Biodiversity information

Ref. Description Information Appendix

ref.

i Non-statutory

designations

Gannow Green Special Wildlife Site (SO97/20); 

Segbourne Coppice Special Wildlife Site (SO97/18) 

1 Map 2 

1 Map 2 

ii Research history Farm Assessment carried out 1989 by Farming and 

Wildlife Advisory Group; 

Survey of grasslands carried out 1999 by Countryside 

Consultants;

Evaluation of grasslands and other habitats as part of 

management plan preparation by Countryside Consultants 

1 Map 3 

1 Map 3 

iii Natural Area Midlands Plateau

iv Biodiversity Action

Plan Habitat Plans (& 

Associated Priority 

Species)

Dry Lowland Grassland: approximately 14.6 ha (Smooth

cat’s-ear Hypochaeris glabra);

Lowland Hay Meadow & Neutral Pasture: approximately

1.1 ha (Green Woodpecker Picus viridis);

Lowland Wet Grassland: approximately 1.5 ha (Lapwing

Vanellus vanellus; Curlew Numinus numinous; Redshank 

Tringa tetanus; Yellow wagtail Motacilla flava);

Ancient/Species Rich Hedgerows: approximately 0.8km

(Linnet Carduelis cannabina; Song Thrush Turdus

hilomelos; Tree sparrow Passer montanus; Whitethroat

Sylvia communis; Yellowhammer Embriza citrinella);

Scrub: approximately 4 ha (Linnet Carduelis cannabina;

Stonechat Saxicola ruberta; Whitethroat Sylvia communis;

Greater broomrape Orobanche rapum-genistae)

1 Map 3 

“”

“”

“”

“”

v County rarities or Red 

Data Book species 

Greater broomrape Orobanche rapum-genistae; 

Rigid hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum;

Soft hornwort Ceratophyllum submersum

vi Other notable species Skylark Alauda arvensis
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6.2.5 Landscape 

Ref. Description Information Appendix

ref.

i Countryside Agency

Regional Landscape 

Character Area 

Arden

ii Worcestershire

Landscape Character 

Assessment

LDU 02 Frankley & Romsley Plateau Farmlands;

LDU 03 Clent/Lickey Hills Wooded Hills and Farmlands

1 Map 4 

1 Map 4 

iii Localised features of

landscape importance 

Hedgerows containing woody species such as Holly;

Hedgerow trees; 

Boundary Ash, Oak and Beech trees; 

Hilltop Beech plantations;

Parish boundaries with bank 

iv Sites and Monuments

Register

WSM 03172; 

WSM 01878 

7

6.2.6 Commercial, land management and infrastructure information

Ref. Description Information Appendix

ref.

i Tenancy agreements Residential tenancy for the Rangers House with Chris 

Burford, The Rangers House, Waseley Hills Country Park, 

Gannow Green  Lane, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9AT 

ii Licence agreements 1 year Grazing Agreement dated 1
st
 April 1999 issued to 

Mr S. Geggie, High Harcourt Farm, Romsley, West 

Midlands;

6 year Business Licence dated 1
st
 December 1999 issued to 

DK Catering for lease of Café facilities at Visitor Centre; 

iii Buildings Office Space ; 

Visitor Centre & Café ; 

Toilets with showers; 

Rangers House; 

Barn and Tool Store; 

Covered seating area 

iv Maintenance contracts Buildings Maintenance: Worcestershire County Council 

Property Services; 

Contract Mowing & Grounds Maintenance: High Trees 

Mowing & Grounds Maintenance 

Building, Car Parks, Picnic Site, Site Litter Bins cleansing:

Gillian Godfrey, 20 Barrington Road, Rubery, Birmingham
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v Forestry management Abbey Forestry, Auction House, King George’s Way,

Pershore, Worcs. WR19 1EY 

vi Grazing S. Geggie, High Harcourt Farm, Romsley, West Midlands 

CPH no. 17/??/??

vii Management

Agreements

Woodland Grant Scheme 2000 – 2005; 

Countryside Stewardship: application planned April 2002 

6

6.2.7 Contacts 

Ref. Description Information Telephone

i Grazier Stuart Geggie, High Harcourt Farm, Romsley, West 

Midlands

01562

710967  / 

07860

353245

ii Cleaner Gillian Godfrey, 20 Barrington Road, Rubery, Birmingham 0121

4531462 / 

07904

520254

iii Caretaker Chris Burford, Rangers House, Waseley Hills Country

Park, Gannow Green Lane, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9AT 

01562

710756 / 

07903

078535

iv Grounds Maintenance Hightrees Landscape Services, Crosswinds, Offenham,

Evesham, Worcs  WR11 5SA

01386

48013

v Café DK Catering, 37 Caldbeck Drive, Woodley, Berkshire 

RG5 4JX 

0118

9540463

vi Site Custodian Brian Colin, 17 High Meadows, Stoke Heath, Bromsgrove

Worcs. B60 3QR 

01562

151652

vii Site Officer Daniel Barnett, Worcesterhire Countryside Service, 

Waseley Hills Country Park, Gannow Green Lane, Rubery, 

Birmingham B45 9AT 

01562

710025

viii Parish Council Clerks Romsley PC: Pat Taylor, The Old School House, 

Bromsgrove Road, Romsley, Worcs ; 

Belbroughton PC: J Banberry, Dormer House, 5A Russell 

Road, Kidderminster, DY10 3HT 

01562

710049

ix District Councillor Mr P McDonald, 10 Waseley Road, Rubery, Birmingham

B45 9TP 

0121

4539267

(home)

01902

821065

(office)

x County Councillor Mr P McDonald, 10 Waseley Road, Rubery, Birmingham 0121
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B45 9TP 4539267

(home)

01902

821065

(office)

xi Local Police Rubery Police Station 0121

4601600

xii Local Fire

xiii Local hospitals
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Waseley Hills Country Park Management Plan

Appendix 6.3 Statement of values

What is socially, economically and environmentally 

significant at Waseley Hills Country Park ?

6.3.1 Visitors

Large area of open access land for close-by urban populations linked directly 

to the Park by green lanes, tracks and footpaths. 

Well developed and strong tradition of use of Park by local people since its 

establishment in 1960s. 

Open farmland offering fine, 360 degree, uninterrupted views. 

Multi-recreational use, primarily dog walking but also sledging, walking, 

play area, picnicking, bird-watching, orienteering, waymarked circular 

walks, specialist uses such as radio transmitting, use of cafe and other 

facilities.

Staging post for walks in the wider countryside including start of the 

Waymarked Walking Trail The Illey Way and approximate mid-point of 

North Worcestershire Path. 

Educational facility for local schools includes Teachers Pack, close 

proximity, ancillary facilities such as classroom and toilets. 

Well developed Park infrastructure including Waymarked Circular Walks,

orienteering course, site fencing, office and visitor buildings including; 

toilets with showers; car parks; countryside information and interpretation; 

cafe; picnic area; play area and equipment.

6.3.2 Wildlife

Neutral unimproved grassland of MG5 NVC type, a nationally important

habitat.

Scrub in association with U4 grassland types of particular value for farmland

birds and the county rarity, Greater broomrape.

Dry lowland grassland of U2 and U4 NVC types of which this represents a 

significant amount of the county resource. 

Pockets of wet lowland grassland associated with invertebrates and farmland

birds.

Ponds and marshland providing breeding pools for amphibians like frogs, 

toads, and newts as well as feeding pools for wetland birds. 

Mature hedgerows and mixed broad-leaved woodlands on ancient woodland 
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sites.

Mixed broadleaf and conifer plantations. 

Extensive areas of semi-improved grassland resembling the MG5 NVC type 

providing habitat for Skylarks with potential for enhancement of grassland 

diversity.

6.3.3 Landscape

Segbourne Coppice woodland as an ancient woodland site in a discrete block 

on the west-facing valleys of the Park within the Wooded Hills and Farmland

Landscape Type as a strong feature of regional and local landscape character. 

Primary hedgerows along parish boundaries containing Oak, Hawthorn, 

Hazel, Holly and traditional field boundaries across the Park as key 

components of the Wooded Hills and Plateau Farmlands Landscape Types as 

a feature of regional and local landscape character. 

Permanent pasture within the Wooded Hills Landscape Type as a feature of 

regional and local landscape character. 

Documentary evidence of Mediaeval land use including Fish Ponds to the 

north-east of the Park and potential for archaeological records as Waseley

represents one of a series of hills on the frontier of the Arden and its late Iron 

Age tribal connotations and latterly, Romano-British development.

Mature boundary Ash, Oak and Beech trees along the western edge of the 

Park with high visual impact.

Hedgerow Oak trees in the Plateau Farmlands Landscape Type. 

Stream-side woodland along the northern boundary of the Park. 

Hilltop plantation woods of conifers and Beech of high visual impact and 

localised landscape character. 

Scrub (Gorse and Hawthorn) development on hill sides as a feature of

localised landscape character. 

New woodland planting blocks in the Plateau Farmlands Landscape Type. 

6.3.4 Site Governance

Work place for Countryside Service Staff and Catering business, home for 

others in Rangers House. 

Income generation from forestry, grazing, environmental grants, car parking, 

commercial and residential lettings. 

Regular safety inspection regime.

Regular staff presence. 
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Waseley Hills Country Park Management Plan

Appendix 6.4 Key Issues 

VISITORS

6.4.1 Balancing wildlife, landscape and the recreational use of the Park

With over 250,000 visits per annum, Waseley Hills Country Park is an extremely well 

visited and popular visitor attraction. Changes in the nature of the use of the Park and 

increasing visitor numbers may have a direct impact on a number of aspects of the wildlife

and landscape value of the Park:

Erosion

Compared to its near neighbour Clent Hills, Waseley Hills Country Park experiences little 

erosion caused by excessive walking. This is probably due to the more diffuse use of the

main pedestrian routes although this could change given the very similar soil and 

precipitation conditions prevalent at both Clent and Waseley.

Disturbance of the soil and muddy / boggy conditions immedialtely around ‘pinch points’ 

across the Park is a current managemnent issue which might persist or increase depending

upon the overall level and pattern of use of the Park into the future.

Disturbance of ground nesting birds

Ground nesting birds such as Skylark (mainly dry lowland and neutral grassland habitats),

Curlew and Lapwing (wet pasture) are becoming increasingly scarce due mainly to a loss in 

their breeding habitats.

They are however susceptible to disturbance, particularly during breeding and nesting times,

especially from dogs. The increased use of the Park and changes in the pattern of use may

threaten nesting areas for these ground nesting birds.

Demand for open fields with consequent loss of field patterns

The hedgerow pattern associated with the Wooded Hills and Farmland landscape type on the 

main hill is currently fragmented and consists of mature trees and shrubs.

The public perception of this status quo as a desirable feature creating open areas of land

may indirectly threaten the restoration of traditional field boundaries, enclosing previously

open areas and opposition to management of existing boundaries perceived as ‘destructive’. 

In both cases, information provision will be crucial.

Grazing with cattle

Grazing with cattle has historically occurred between mid April (or after Easter) and late 

October. Stocking levels also have been relatively low although there have been incidents of 

people or dogs being ‘mobbed’ or surrounded by cattle. 

Whilst many of these incidents were quite conceivably perceived rather than actual, they non 

the less represent a threat to the personal safety of park users, even if it is just a perceived

threat rather than an actual one. 
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6.4.2 Meeting people’s expectations

Waseley Hills Country Park is one of three large country parks on the edge of the West

Midlands Conurbation. As such, its competes within a competitive market place for people’s 

leisure time.

Shifting expectations

The shifting patterns in leisure time towards more focused, short duration trips with a high

level of recreational provision allied to the geographical location of the Park point towards a 

potential increase recreational use which, if the overall aim is to encourage repeat visits, will 

need to be sufficiently maintained and meet a pre-determined quality standard to meet

people’s expectations.

6.4.3 Funding

Funding arrangements for management

Adequately resourcing the management requirements of this plan will represent a potential

threat to the wildlife, landscape and people aspects of the Park. This is particularly relevant

to ongoing maintenance commitments where no long term budgetary allocation may be 

made.

6.4.4 Dogs

The main user group for the Park is undoubtedly dog walkers. This is understandable given

the good access to the Park from nearby residential areas and the wide open spaces which 

are desirable for dog exercise.

Dog fouling

This presents problems in terms of dog fouling in key areas, namely the picnic area and 

pasture immediately beyond picnic area. Dog mess represents a serious health hazard, 

particularly for young children which can result in blindness or serious eye damage.

Increased visitor numbers may bring a pro-rata increase in the numbers of dog-walkers at

the Park which, may in turn, result in an increase in the incidence of dog fouling.

Disturbance to wildlife

Dogs also pose a threat to the wildlife value of the Park in terms of disturbing birds and 

small mammals, particularly ground nesting birds.

6.4.5 External forces 

Encroachment

Encroachment from the margins represents a threat to the management of the Park, 

particularly where this occurs gradually over time.
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Encroachment from utilities also represents a threat to the landscape and recreational

qualities of the Park.

Adjacent land use

The use of adjacent land will have a direct impact on the management of the Park including 

access, maintenance of boundaries and relationship with neighbouring landowners. 

WILDLIFE

6.4.6 Grassland habitats

Lack of grazing

For sites such as this, the continuation of grazing with cattle is likely to represent the single

greatest challenge to help balance important grassland and scrub habitats with people’s use 

of the site.

Grazing stock are likely to become increasingly difficult to obtain at appropriate times of 

year given a continued downturn in the agricultural economy and shift in food production

emphasis.

Too much grazing

Perversely, too much grazing can be detrimental to species rich grassland, particularly at the 

wrong time.

The crucial time for stocking is during the development of wildflowers, typically June 

through August on the MG5, MG10, U2 and U4 grassland types.

In addition to this, too much grazing during the period April through August can also have a 

detrimental effect on ground nesting birds resulting in disturbance. 

Rabbit grazing

Uncontrolled rabbit grazing may also represent a threat to the long term viability of 

grassland habitats, particularly areas of U2 and U4 grassland close to existing rabbit

warrens.

6.4.7 Scrub 

Scrub as wildlife habitat

Scrub represents both a valuable wildlife habitat in itself and as a transitional habitat when

adjacent to woodland.

The greatest threat to the wildlife value of scrub on the Park is through a loss of age 

diversity and gradual progression towards woodland. This may arise through a lack of 

management to introduce age diversity normally associated through an absence of cutting 
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and the coalescence of large blocks of scrub resulting in a reduction of the edge effect

associated with this type of habitat.

Too much grazing represents a threat to the value of this habitat as this may prevent the

growth of younger bushes resulting in an even age structure. 

Scrub on species rich grassland

Scrub represents a particular threat to species rich wet pasture and neutral grassland by

shading out the rich diversity of wildflowers. This threat is usually associated with a lack of 

effective grazing. The areas most at risk of scrub are the identified MG10 and MG5

grassland communities as shown on appendix 1 map 3.

The resources to control and manage scrub allied to the continuation of effective grazing are 

likely to be the greatest single factors in influencing change of this habitat on the Park. 

6.4.8 Woodlands

Even age structure

The most wildlife valuable woodlands are those found on Ancient Woodland Sites and with

a broad-leaved character. The value of these woods for wildlife is reduced when they

develop an even age structure. 

Replacement by coniferous crops

Species rich native broad-leaved woodlands are threatened through the replacement of these 

trees by the introduction of coniferous trees, both in terms of their wildlife and landscape

values.

The continued retention of coniferous trees within all woodlands dilutes local landscape

character.

Shifting timber prices

Prices for timber and the subsequent impact on woodland management are likely to form the

main forces for change on the Park’s woodlands.

6.4.9 Ponds 

Silt and vegetative growth

The most common threat to ponds is a natural progression towards drying out through

silting, usually caused by excessive plant growth from the margins over a number of years. 

This threatens to upset the delicate balance of open water, marginal and aquatic vegetation

and the associated value of the habitat. 

Loss of water

The maintenance of water levels of non ephemeral ponds is vital to the overall value of the

habitat for invertebrates, fish, amphibians and birds.
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The most common causes of water level reduction are due to a lack of supply or loss through

disruption of banks. 

Interrelationships with surrounding habitats / species

Waseley Hills Country Park is situated on the periphery of the West Midlands Conurbation. 

It is however surrounded by a wealth of widlife habitats and dependent species.

A key issue for this management plan to address is how the exisitng wildlife value of the

Park is related to that of its surroundings and how any enhancement works can be 

maximised to provide the widest possible beneift to the widest range of surrounding habitats

and species. This is particulalry pertinent to linear features such as watercourses and 

hedgerows linking to the Park. 

LANDSCAPE

6.4.10  General threats to landscape features 

Hedgerow deterioration

The landscape character of the site is particularly threatened through the decline in

hedgerow management resulting in increasingly old and fragmented hedges compounding

historical hedgerow loss.

Hedgerow deterioration is most significant within the Wooded Hills and Farmlands

Landscape Type to the west of the Park. 

Inappropriate hedge planting to create uncharacteristic field patterns also may threaten the 

contribution of the Park to local landscape character. 

Hedgerow tree loss

Hedgerow and boundary trees, usually Oak, Beech and Ash are strong features of local 

landscape character. Most are mature and there is very little evidence of replacement by 

younger aged specimens.

This lack of replacement has implications for the eventual decline and loss of these 

important landscape features in the future. 

The replacement of hedgerow Oak trees is most significant threat to the Plateau Farmlands

Landscape Type to the east of the Park whilst Beech, Oak and Ash are most significant 

within the Wooded Hills and Farmlands Landscape Type to the west of the Park. 

Woodland structure

The perpetuation of coniferous and Sycamore tree planting on ancient woodland sites is

likely to continue to result in a dilution of the integrity of the landscape character.

Furthermore, the prevalence of an even age structure and lack of well defined shrub layers

within the broad-leaved woodlands continue to threaten the overall integrity and local

landscape character contributed by these features. 
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This is most pertinent to the Segbourne Coppice, an ancient woodland site within the

Wooded Hills and Farmlands Landscape Type. 

Economic constraints

The main forces for change are likely to be derived from economic constraints, particularly

capital investment in hedge and woodland planting as well as ongoing maintenance of these

features.

Lack of grazing

A lack of grazing arising from continued changes on the agricultural economy represents a 

force for change on the landscape appearance.

This may involve a reduction in grazing intensity with a trend towards more extensive

grazing from the presently intensively managed permanent pasture. This may be 

accommodated within the landscape type which is noted to contain extensive areas of rough 

grazing.

Archaeology

Although there are two recorded entries on the Sites and Monuments Register for the

County, Waseley Hills Country Park represents a largely un-surveyed and potentially 

valuable archaeological resource. 

This resource is threatened by disturbance of soil through development of recreational and 

other features on the Park and through the use of metal detectors.

Visual amenity of the Park and its influence on the local landscape

Waseley Hills Country Park forms one of a series of major elevations of land forming the 

frontier of the ‘Arden’ Regional Landscape Type.

The Park therefore has a strong influence on the local landscape and any landscape works 

are likely to have a profoiund influence on the character of the local landscape with the

skyline viewed from the south being particularly sensistive.

The management of the landscape fabric of the Park will therefore need to be senstive to its 

surroudnings and pay great attention to its impact within a local  context.

6.4.11 Strategic issues

There are a number of planning and environmental policy documents which provide a strategic

framework for the management of Waseley Hills Country Park. The documents which are current in 

2000 are reviewed below for their relevance to the Country Park. 

Policy Document Date Relevance to Waseley Hills Country Park

County Structure Plan Deposit

Draft

2000 Policy CTC.1 requires landscape character to be taken into

account in any applications for development.

Bromsgrove District Local 1993 Deposit draft 1993 not yet been approved. Proposed 
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Plan Deposit Draft Modifications published in June 2000.

Waseley Hills is within a Landscape Protection Area and the

Green Belt. Under the LPA designation, Waseley is identified as 

being within the most significant area of landscape in the 

District. Green Belt designation seeks to safeguard open 

countryside in the interests of agriculture and informal

recreation.

Policy RAT11 supports the development of informal recreational

facilities alongside the North Worcestershire Path. Picnic areas 

and parking areas are particularly encouraged. 

Worcestershire Minerals Local 

Plan

1997 No areas for mineral extraction are located within the Country

Park. An area immediately to the west of the site does contain

sand and gravel deposits. This is not a preferred area for 

extraction.

Worcestershire Biodiversity

Action Plan

1999 The plan outlines a number of species and habitat action plans. 

The habitat plans relevant to Waseley Hills are those for Species

Rich Hedgerows, Scrub, Woodland and Lowland Hay Meadows

and Neutral Pastures. Although the habitats at Waseley are of 

limited conservation value in terms of their rarity, there is clearly 

scope for Waseley to contribute to the implementations of the

actions in the Biodiversity Action Plan. Further information is 

included in the sections above. 

West Midlands Stour Local

Environment Agency Plan 

1999 The edge of the Stour catchment is at the northern edge of the

Country Park. No specific actions related to Waseley Hills 

Country Park. 

West Midlands Tame Local

Environment Agency Plan 

1999 Reference to sustainability of water resources and control of 

abstraction. No specific actions related to Waseley Hills Country 

Park.

Middle Severn Local

Environment Agency Plan

1997 Issues include the reduction of groundwater abstractions and the

protection of wetland habitats. No specific actions related to

Waseley Hills Country Park. 

Countryside Access Strategy 1997 No specific issues relating to country parks. Promotion of public 

rights of way. Sites as ‘Gateways’ to the wider countryside.

Public transport for new country parks. 

Rural Strategy 1995 Maintain critical environmental capital. Management of access 

pressures. Aim “to ensure that the diverse character and the 

quality of the County’s rural environment is maintained,

conserved and enhanced for future generations”. 

Local Agenda 21 Action Plan 1996 Raising awareness. Lack of adequate information. Biodiversity

actions. Making wildlife accessible to people. 

Environmental Action Plan 1995 Maintaining “critical environmental capital”. Management Plans 

for country parks etc. Environmental assessment of county-

owned land.

Midlands Plateau Natural Area 

Profile

1998 Identifies broadleaved woodland and grassland as two of the

most important habitats within the Natural Area and outlines

issues and objectives concerning their conservation. Seeks to

prevent the loss and degradation of semi-natural habitats and to

enhance the nature conservation value of the wider countryside.

Promotes the development of linkages between habitats to form

wildlife corridors.

Countryside Character

Programme West Midlands

1999 The Park falls within the Arden Countryside Character Area. 

This report identifies the various influences on the landscape and 

makes recommendations for ‘Shaping the Future’. Further

details are in the Landscape section above. 
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County Landscape Assessment 1999 The Park is within the Arden Regional Character Area. It

contains 2 landscape types, Wooded Hills and Farmland and 

Plateau Farmlands. Further detail in the Landscape section 

above.

Worcestershire County

Council Corporate Plan

1998 Meets priority areas of community involvement, making a better

place to live and building the new Council. Meets the aims of 

creating partnerships and protecting the County’s environmental

assets, and contributes to work on sustainability and Local

Distinctiveness.

The above summary does not identify any major conflicts of interest. The management aims for 

Waseley Hills Country Park are clearly supported by the policy framework. The planning framework is 

in place to prevent further encroachment and detrimental effects from adjacent development and to 

manage the site positively for wildlife and people.
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