
Your child’s 
speech and 
language 
development
2 to 4 years This leaflet gives helpful information 

about what language your child can 
understand and what they can say 
between the ages of two to four years.

There are also some ideas and activities 
which will help you to encourage language 
development in your child.

If you have any concerns about your child’s 
speech and language development, please 
talk to your Health Visitor or Speech and 
Language Therapist.

Find out more online:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/childrenscentres

Speech and language therapy at children’s centres



Now that I am two years old I will begin to understand:
•	 Two main ideas in a sentence eg. “give the apple to teddy”

•	 Basic actions

•	 Simple stories with pictures

•	 “who, what, where” questions used in everyday situations.

I will begin to:
•	 Use two word phrases

•	 Use at least 50 words (objects, actions, people)

•	 Use my own name

•	 Ask “what’s this?”, “where’s?”

•	 My speech may still be very unclear at the moment.

Ten tips for talking
1.	 Talk about what you can see

2.	 Follow your child’s lead and talk about what they are doing

3.	 Turn off the TV and set aside at least five minutes a day to play together

4.	Use short, simple, clear language

5.	When your child talks, repeat back what they have said and add a little more 
language

6.	Encourage your child to play turn-taking games

7.	 Give your child a choice eg. “do you want a biscuit or an apple?”

8.	 If your child has a dummy, take it out

9.	 Avoid using lots of open questions such as “what’s this?” Talk about what is 
happening

10.	Praise your child’s attempts at talking and avoid correcting them.

Your child’s speech and 
language development



Now that I am three 
years old I will begin to 
understand:
•	 Three main ideas in a sentence eg. 
“give daddy the little ball”

•	 Words like “in, on, under, big and 
little”

•	 Some “why” questions.

I will begin to:
•	 Use four or more words in a 
sentence

•	 Use words like ‘and’ to link words 
together

•	 Use words like “I, he, she” (when I am 
nearly three and a half)

•	 Use plural words eg. “cats”

•	 Talk about past and present activities

•	 My speech is becoming clearer. I will 
also be using the following sounds: 	
k g h f s y.

Now that I am two years 
six months I will begin to 
understand:
•	 Simple ideas about time, place and 
colour

•	 Most everyday words and actions

•	 What objects are used for eg. “what 
flies in the sky?”

I will begin to:
•	 Use three to four word phrases

•	 Use words related to past events eg. 
“me falled over”

•	 My speech may still be unclear and 
I may still miss off sounds at the 
ends of words. I will be using the 
following sounds: p m b n d t w.



Now that I am four years old I will 
begin to understand:
•	 Four main ideas in a sentence eg. “the man is 
walking up the big hill”

•	 “when” questions

•	 Story sequences.

I will begin to:
•	 Use five to eight words in a sentence

•	 Ask lots of ‘wh’ questions

•	 Use language for a variety of reasons

•	 Retell favourite stories

•	 Use a lot more vocabulary

•	 Play make believe games

•	 Use words like “I will, I’m going to…”

•	 I will now be able to talk clearly.

All the information in this leaflet is very 
general; please remember that all children 
develop differently.

If you have any questions or concerns 
about your child’s speech and language 
development, please contact a Speech 
and Language Therapist via your local 
children’s centre. 

Find out more online:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/childrenscentres
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You can contact us in the 
following ways: 

By telephone: 
01905 790 560 	
(Monday to Friday, 9am to 
5pm. Answer machine at all 
other times)

By post: 
Family Information Service, 	
3 De Salis Court, 	
De Salis Drive, 	
Hampton Lovett, Droitwich, 
WR9 0QE

By email: 
familyinfo@worcestershire.
gov.uk

Online: 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
childrenscentres

To the best of our knowledge all information was correct at the 
time of printing: October 2009.

This publication can be 
made available in other 
languages and alternative 
formats (including large 
print, audio tape, computer 
disc and Braille) on request 
from the Marketing Team on 
telephone number 	
01905 728912 or by emailing 
ctootill@worcestershire.gov.uk


