What is
Private Fostering?

Private fostering is the arrangement made usually
between a child's parent and the private foster carer
who becomes responsible for caring for the child.

Many children are cared for by people who are not their
parents. The Children Act, 1989 sets out which of these
people are private foster carers and which are not.

By law, any person who is thinking of fostering a child
privately must notify their Local Authority Children’s
Services Department at least 6 weeks before the child
comes to live with them.

If a child comes in an emergency, Children’s Services
must be notified within 48 hours.

Some examples of Private Fostering are when teenagers live
with friends because they are not getting on well with their
parents, or their parents move out of the area. Host families
who look after children studying with language schools

or boarding schools for more than 28 days would also be
privately fostering.

Children’s Services must also be told when a private
fostering arrangement ends.

WHY?

By law, Children’s Services have a duty to
safeguard and promote the welfare of children
and ensure that children privately fostered
are being cared for safely and their needs are
being met. We may also, in certain cases, be
able to offer the carer help in the form of
support and services.

When is a child
\ a privately fostered
child?

A privately fostered child is any child
that is under the age of 16 (18 if the
child is disabled) and who is cared
for, and provided with accomoda-
tion by someone who is not a
close relative or who has no
parental responsibility for them.,

A child is privately fostered if
he or she has been cared for,
or it is intended that he or
she will be cared for, for a
period of more than 28 days.

A child is NOT privately
fostered if a parent of his
or her or a close relative
or someone with parental responsibility is
living in the same premises.

A child is NOT privately fostered if he or she is
being looked after by the Local Authority Children’s
Services Directorate.

A child is NOT privately fostered if he or she is
placed for adoption, or is in accomodation provided
by voluntary organisations, hospitals or schools.

Further information about exemptions from
private fostering can be obtained at your Local
Children’s Services Office.

Is the child under
16 years? (or 18 years
if disabled)

Are you a close relative
or do you have parental
responsibility for
the child?

NO

_ Is the child’s parent, other
close relatives, or someone

Have you looked after
the child for more than
28 days or do you
intend doing so?

The child IS The child IS NOT
privately fostered privately fostered
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