Is private fostering the same as foster care?

No, they are different. When you are privately fostered, social workers don’t
arrange where you live but they do have to make sure it is safe for you.

Foster care is arranged by social workers when children can’t live at home, and
this is called being Looked After (previously called being in care).

What will my private foster carers do for me?

The people you live with should look after you like their own child. This includes:

¢ Giving you regular meals

e Making sure you have a bed of your own and clean clothes

* Making sure you go to school

® Making sure you go to the doctor or hospital if you are ill

® Making sure you go to a dentist for regular checks

® Helping you to enjoy sports and hobbies

* Helping you to stay in touch with your family

* Helping you to follow any religion or customs that are important to you

What will my family do for me?

Your family are still legally responsible for you and should stay in contact with
you. They have to give permission for certain things to happen:

e Changing school

* Going on holiday

® Having serious medical treatment

® Moving to another family
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Anna’s story

Anna is 15 and doesn’t get on with her mum’s new boyfriend. Anna thinks that
she is expected to baby-sit her younger brother and sister too much but her
mum thinks she is lazy. It leads to lots of rows so Anna spends more and more
time with her friend Gemma and Gemma's family. After a big row at home, Anna
asks Gemma's mum if she can stay at their house. Anna's mum thinks that this is
a good idea and tells Children’s Services that Anna will be staying with Gemma's
family for a while.

Gemma’s family is now privately fostering Anna so Children's Services have to visit
to make sure that Anna is safe.

Darren’s story

Darren is 13 and lives with his dad. His mother left home when Darren was young
and he doesn’t have any contact with her. Darren’s dad has to go into hospital for
several weeks and Darren’s nan lives miles away. Darren wants to carry on going
to school with his mates so Darren’s dad asks a family in the next road if they will
look after Darren.

This family are now private foster carers so they let Children’s Services know and
a social worker visits to make sure that Darren is being looked after properly.

Becky’s story

Becky is 14 and lives with her mum and dad in a new house. Becky is finding it
difficult to make friends and some of the local kids have been calling her names.
Her mum and dad can see that she is unhappy so agree that she can go and stay
with a family friend until things can be sorted out.

Both Becky’s mum and the family friend phone Children’s Services because they
know that Becky is being privately fostered and they want to make sure the
arrangements are made properly.

What can | do if ’'m not happy about the
service from Children’s Services?
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