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Tank Makes for Top Excavation Results

Large-scale redevelopment is underway on the east 
side of Worcester city centre at the former Lowesmoor 
trading estate where a superstore and other retail 
outlets are under construction by developers Carillion 
Richardson (Worcester) Ltd. The area is defined by City 
Walls Road and Silver Street to the west, Lowesmoor 
to the north, Pheasant Street to the east and St 
Martin's Gate to the south. In recent years the area has 
been used by a range of businesses but until the mid-
20th century the area was a major manufacturing centre 
which included the Grainger Porcelain Works and the 
Hill Evans Vinegar Works. 

Throughout the redevelopment there has been a 
programme of archaeological works including building 
recording, a watching brief and excavations. 

On the site of the porcelain works a number of circular 
kiln bases were exposed, while excavations on the 
corner of Silver Street and Lowesmoor revealed 18th 
and 19th Century domestic activity. Some of these 
remains will become features in the new development.

The most recent excavation was on the western side of 
the development, where a large tank for regulating the 
flow of rainwater into the city's drainage system will be 
sited. This area lies just outside the medieval city wall 
near to St Martin's Gate, the main entrance to the city 
from the east. A historic map showing the Civil War 

defences in 1651 depicts a bastion known as  
'St Martin’s Sconce' jutting out from the walls around 
the gate. This defence would have consisted of a large 
ditch surrounding a raised earthen platform from 
which artillery could fire in all directions and defend 
the wall. Archaeological evaluations in 2000 and 
2007 exposed parts of a large ditch in this area, and 
following consultation with the developers and the 
city archaeologist, the footprint of the tank was placed 
over the projected location of the ditch so that it 
could be properly investigated. 

The excavation began in late November 2010 by 
staff of the field section of Worcestershire Historic 
Environment and Archaeology Service. The location 
and form of the Civil War ditch was confirmed, and 
despite heavy truncation by the ditch, a remarkable 
depth and complexity of earlier deposits survived. 

From previous excavations on the corner of St Martin's 
Gate we knew that there were Roman features in 
the vicinity but on this site the activity was far more 
intensive than expected given the site’s distance from 
the estimated eastern extent of the Roman town. 

The earliest phase showed a succession of parallel 
ditches draining towards the low ground to the east. 
There was a rich finds assemblage including Samian 
ware, the rim of a glass bowl and a copper ring.  
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A later Roman phase was more domestic in character. 
There were at least three ovens – one containing 
fragments of amphora while another was in close 
association with a complete pot and a brooch. 

A late-Roman V-shaped ditch ran northwest-southeast 

in the medieval period with material that contained, 
amongst other things, a horse’s head. Cultivation soils 

pottery.

Cut into this was a complex sequence of kilns that were 
over 17m in length. Built from brick and tile, they were 
re-modelled many times with rectangular chambers, 
steps and brick compartments that showed evidence 
of intense heating. These would have been part of a 
kiln complex and appear to be associated with a tile 
industry known of from 17th century documentary 
evidence. 

Following the southern edge of the kilns, the Civil War 
ditch ran west to east across the site before turning 
sharply to the south at the tip of the bastion (and at 
the end of the kiln complex). It was up to 9m wide and 

Large postholes on the north side may have supported 
a further structure, possibly a defensive bank known as 
a ‘glacis’. 

After the ditch and mound had been levelled, a layer of 
earth accumulated and the area remained unoccupied 
until the late 18th century. A tiled path and foundations 
of a building were exposed on the southern side of the 
excavation. Remnants of a cobbled surface survived 
along with two 19th century brick-lined wells and the 
cellar steps of a house that fronted onto Silver Street. 

Our excavations proved that this area has been 
occupied from the Roman period onwards. The east-
west orientation of features was repeated right through 
from the very earliest Roman ditch to construction of 
the kilns, the Civil War ditch and even including the 
18th century tiled path showing that the original Roman 
boundaries had been respected for more than 1500 
years.

the dating should be very good. This will be invaluable 
when incorporated with the environmental remains and 
archeomagnetic dates, and we are looking forward to 
rewarding results.

Tom Rogers and Fiona Keith-Lucas

Northwick Project Highly Commended 

The Northwick Manor Community Heritage Project 
was one of three projects short-listed for the National 
Marsh Archaeology Award presented by the Council 
for British Archaeology.  This Heritage Lottery funded 
project was organised through the Worcestershire 
Young Archaeologists' Club (WYAC) and was supported 
and managed by Worcestershire County and Worcester 
City Councils Archaeology Services together with many 
partners and the local community.  Members of the 
WYAC team were invited to attend the ceremony held 
at The British Academy in London to see if they were 
winners of the award for 'the individual or voluntary 
group responsible for looking after and promoting 
access to archaeology in the UK'.  The Northwick project 
was 'Highly Commended' - a great achievement for all 
involved.  As part of the project the local community 
were involved with conservation, walks, talks, 
workshops, an educational programme, oral history 
recordings, and documentary research. It culminated 
in the creation of a circular 5km Heritage Trail from 
Northwick to Bevere, improving the interpretation and 
access for all along the whole length of the riverside.  
For more about the Project visit www.wyac.co.uk/
northwick. 

Deborah Overton

King’s School Boat House 

Archaeological investigations ahead of the construction 
of a new boathouse for King’s School in Severn Street, 
Worcester are hoped to reveal the route of the former 
castle ditch and shed light on its origin after years of 
speculation. Its initial construction is thought to have 
been for either the Romano-British settlement defences 
or the Anglo-Saxon burh. So far intrusive works have 
revealed well preserved remains of 19th century 
domestic properties known as Court No 6.  
These fronted onto Frog Lane (now Severn Street) that 
grew in width in the early 20th century.

Jon Webster
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For further information contact: - 
General enquiries:
By telephone:
01905 855499 
 
By post:
Historic Environment and Archaeology Service
Woodbury, University of Worcester, Henwick Grove,  
Worcester WR2 6AJ
 
By email
archaeology@worcestershire.gov.uk

This document can be made available in other languages (including British Sign Language) 
and alternative formats (large print, audio tape, computer disk and Braille) on request 

from Corporate Diversity Manager on
01905 766938 or at diversity@worcestershire.gov.uk

Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology 
Service is the main contact point for all information 
about archaeology in the county.
 
 For information on projects mentioned in the newsletter, 
or to join in as a volunteer in our activities for all ages and 
abilities, please contact us - we will send details, or put 
you in touch with staff who can help.
 
Unless otherwise stated all photographs and images are 
©Worcestershire County Council.

send an email to our address below with the subject 
‘NEWSLETTER PLEASE’.

Cover photos: Main photo - The Civil War ditch, 
Lowesmoor, Worcester; bottom left to right: a capital 
from King’s School Boathouse building recording, 
excavating a kiln at Lowesmoor,  
and Redditch in Wartime ©Forge Mill Needle Museum.

Wartime Redditch

The Redditch Local History Society has 
organised a programme of exhibitions 
and events to promote aspects of 
Redditch in World War II. 

A mixture of words, photographs and 
objects show what it was like to live in 
Redditch during the War. Personal stories 
are presented on a Memories Wall and  
key events are highlighted by newspaper headlines 
on a Time Line. Displays depict how Redditch Industry 
adapted to support the war effort and how ordinary 
Redditch people coped in those extra-ordinary times. 
The exhibitions, events and talks continue until Sunday 
1st  May when there is a War’s End Celebrations & 
Children’s Party in the Grounds.

All events take place at Forge Mill in Redditch, 
see www.forgemill.org.uk for times, entrance fees and 
full event details.

Join us!

At our base in Worcester, we 

all over the County ranging 
from prehistoric to modern.

is a great way to work with our 
team of specialists. Training 
is given, so even if you are 
completely new to archaeology 

We also welcome visits  from small groups such as  
St John’s Cub Scouts who recently enjoyed washing 

For more information about 
volunteering or visits, please 
contact Deborah Overton 

©Forge Mill Needle Museum











 
 

WALKPAST 2011 BOOKING FORM 
Information on Guided Walks 
These walks will introduce you to archaeological and historical sites in Worcestershire and are 
suitable for both beginners wishing an introduction to archaeology and those who would like to further 
develop their knowledge of the County’s heritage.  All Walks will take place on Sunday afternoons  
at 2.00pm.  Each walk will last approximately 2-3 hours and are usually between 3-4 miles long.  You 
are recommended to bring suitable clothing, including waterproofs and appropriate footwear and 
something to drink.  Stiles and other obstacles may be encountered along the routes but please note 
our Star Rating system to judge how easy or difficult a walk is expected to be. Although the walks are 
designed for adults, older children (£3) are always welcome but some walks may be more suitable than 
others - please check with the walk leader.  Please also note that walks will be unsuitable for dogs due 
to farm animals and horses.  Maps/directions will be sent to you nearer the time once you have booked. 
 
Walkpasts are organised by the Worcestershire County Council Historic Environment and 
Archaeological Service.  All walks are led by at least one member of staff and some walks  
will be enhanced by additional specialists. 
 
Booking Information - Booking is essential as we can only take 25 people on each walk.   
Individual walks can be booked for £6 each or the concessionary rate of £4 per walk and  
older children £3.  If we get oversubscribed we may have to restrict walks to 4 or 5 per person. 
 
Some walks will provide a leaflet or handout giving further information on the historic sites and 
archaeology on the walk to take home with you and all walks will include a map of the route. 
For further information: Deborah Overton on 01905 855494 or email doverton@worcestershire.gov.uk. 
or booking enquiries: Mo Bogaard on 01905 855455 or email mbogaard@worcestershire.gov.uk 
 
Please complete form, detach and send to the address below. 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Walkpast 2011 -  Booking Form  
 
I/we would like to book the following Walkpast walks for 
 
……………  Adult(s)                    …………… Concessionary(s)                    …………… Child(ren) 
 
Enclosed is a cheque for £ ……………….….. made payable to Worcestershire County Council 
 
Name: ……………………………………………………  Phone No: ……………………………………… 
 
Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………….……………. 
 
Post code: …………………  Email: …………………………………………………………………… 
 
Please circle the walks you are booking and prioritise from 1-5 with 1 being the most important 
 
A)   WICK, near PERSHORE    B) THORNE, INKBERROW                 C)  ARROW VALLEY    
 
D)   CROOME PARK                 E)  BAYTON AND MAMBLE               F)  WORCESTER CITY       
 
G)   ELMLEY LOVETT              H)  KEMERTON AND BECKFORD     I)   CYCLEPAST – MALVERN 
 
J)   LICKEY HILLS 
 
Please return to Mo Bogaard, Worcestershire Historic Environment & Archaeology Service, 
Woodbury, University of Worcester, Henwick Grove, Worcester  WR2 6AJ 
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