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Children’s Services

Reviews - A Guide for Children and
Young People

This booklet is for children and young people who are
being looked after by Children's Services. It tells you
what you can expect and answers some of the basic
guestions you may have. We have tried to keep this
page simple and straightforward. If youwant to know
more - ask!

What are review meetings?

They are meetings which Children's Services must hold
for all young people who are looked after. Reviews give
you the chance to say what you want to happen in your
life. You can ask for a review to take place at any time.

The most important person at a review meeting is you!

By going to your review, you will have a say in the
decisions that affect your life.

Before your review
. you should know what is going to be talked about

At your review

. you must be listened to

. you may take someone with you to speak on your
behalf

And afterwards
. you should get a written copy of the decisions that
are made



REMEMBER - IT'S YOUR MEETING

Where are reviews held? Reviews may held
anywhere, at any time, at a place where you will feel
comfortable. You should be asked about where you
would like the review to be held.

When do reviews take place? The time and date
should suit you. You may ask for a review to be held
after school.

Who goes to reviews? Reviews are about you so you
should be there. Usually parents, carers and social
workers attend. Other people may also be asked to
come if they can help you and your family. If there is
someone you don't want to be there, or someone you
do, tell your social worker. There should be a way
around this.

Can anyone else go? You may take a friend to the
review. Anyone who has something important to say
about you may also attend if you want them to.

Must | sit next to my social worker at a review? No,
you can choose where to sit. It is up to you to decide. If
you think about it before the meeting, this will make it
easier. Tell the person who is chairing the meeting if you
need to.

How long will it last? The meeting shouldn't last for
more than one hour. You should be told at the beginning
of the meeting about how long it will last.

Must | go to this meeting? No, but it is best for you to
go. The meeting is about you and your future. You should
be there so that you can say what you want to happen. It
may help you to write your views down in a consultation
leaflet which your social worker or carer will give you. You
can choose someone to help you with this. You can give
the leaflet to the person chairing your review, who will talk
with you about how you want to share what you have
written.

Why must Children's Services hold regular reviews?

. to make sure that your care plan is the best for you

. to make sure that the plans made for you are being
carried out

. to decide whether the plans should be changed in
any way

. to make new plans for the future

CARE PLANS

| keep hearing about care plans. What are they?
A care plan sets out what you need, how you are going to
be cared for, and why.

Is that it?

No, the plan should also say who is going to do what, and
when they will do it. It should also say when the plan will
be looked at again.

Who makes the care plan and who gets a copy?
Usually it is written out after talking with you and everyone
involved in caring for you.

You, your parents and carers are given a copy. The care
plan is discussed at every review meeting.



Care plans should be kept safely in case you need
them in the future. Also you might like to look back on
the decisions and plans that have been made. If you
lose your care plan we can give you another copy.

Sounds like a good idea to me so far. How does it
work?

If what is in your care plan doesn't happen you can
talk to your carer, social worker or the chairperson of
your review. If you are really not satisfied you can
make a complaint.There are some notes about how to
do this at the end of this booklet.

So, are care plans papers that show what will
happen to me in the future?

Yes. Every child or young person who is looked after
should have a care plan. If you are being looked after
you should have a care plan. If you don't, ask!

What is in a care plan?

Your care plan should state:

. your name, and date of birth. What the aim of the
plan is and how long it should take to achieve it.

. whether you are going to see or make contact
with your family and how often.

. where you will go to school and any help you
need with schooling.

. any medical or other help you need.

. details of any court orders that may concern you

How often must reviews be held?
A review meeting must be held within four weeks of
when a young person is first looked after by Children's
Services. They are then held within the next three
months and then within six months.

If a lot is happening or there is a problem, reviews may
be held more often. You can ask for a review to take
place if you are unhappy and want to change the
arrangements that have been made.

IF THINGS DON'T SEEM RIGHT TALK TO SOMEONE
YOU TRUST

. the people who look after you

" your social worker

. the team manager, or chairperson of your
review

. a member of your family

" your teacher

If things are still not sorted out, or there is nobody you
want to discuss things with,then you can contact the
Consumer Relations Officer.

Your social worker should already have given you the
leaflet Comments, Compliments and Complaints
which tells you how to do this.

If not, ask!



If you need help communicating in English, please contact:
Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Albanian
Né& gofi€ se keni nevojé pér 1€ komunikuar né& anglisht, kontaktoni:
Ethnic Access Link: Tel- 01905 25121

Arabic =
e Jlal¥ 1 o s A jalady) ARlL alalasll sacbue ol 13)
Ethnic Access Link: Tel 01905 25121

Bengali
IH R =i T TS/ JITS RN AT T SR oA
T MY ¥ | Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Chinese
BARFEERI A BB A ZEEEZE b » SHPEAS -
Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Farsi
Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Italian
Se avete bisogno di aiuto per comunicare in inglese, rivolgetevi a:
Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Japanese

FWECHIU A BAHADPEEC 3, b b~ ZT8ELE L &
e L

Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Polish
Jesli potrzebujesz pomocy w zakresie porozumiewania si¢ w jezyku
angielskim, skontaktuj si¢ z: Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Portuguese
Se precisar de ajuda em comunicar em inglés, por favor contacte:
Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Punjabi
H 3T ¥eedHl ¥ diEw=E ggs &t &3 97 3 fagur dusa I3
Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Russian
Ecnn Bam Heo6xoauma nomoik, 4ToObl 06ATECA HA aHITTHACKOM,
noxxany#cra, cesokuTeck ¢ Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Turkish
Ingilizce iletisim kurmak igin yardim isterseniz, litfen bizimle temasa
geciniz: Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Ukranian
Aximo Bam HeoOXigHa nonoMora Ajis COijIKyBaHHA aHrnidcexkoio, 6yas
nacka, 3B mxkiTeca 3: Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121

Urdu
..g)__'/j_)b;é..g)__’)e;.b’fr/(gb: ;J‘TJKJJJAI(?-T/’?é-L L/d?d’buﬁd'{/ﬁ
Ethnic Access Link: Tel: 01905 25121



