
Looked After Children 
 
Most children who are looked after stay with
foster families, carers who have been approved
and trained by us to look after children in their
own home. For other children staying in a
residential children's home is the preferred
option. 
While children are being looked after we will
make sure that they have regular contact with
people who they want to see and who are
important to them. 
 
Most children return to live at home later.
However, if it is not safe, or in the child's best
interests to do so, we will arrange a suitable
long term or permanent place for the child to
live. 
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Being Looked After - A Guide for
Children and Young People
This section is for children and young people
who are being looked after by Children's
Services. It tells you what you can expect and
answers some of the basic questions you may
have.  
 
Planning for Children and Young
People Looked After by Children's
Services 
Children and young people may sometimes
need to be cared for by Children's Services,
perhaps at a time of family crisis.  Usually this is
with the agreement of parents but sometimes a
court requires this in a child's interests. A young
person who is 16 years old can themselves ask
to be cared for. 
 
These pages explain what Social Services do
when a young person is being looked after away
from home, for whatever reason. 
  
Find out more >>
 
 
 
 
 

There are some services you can access whilst you are looked
after. 
 
Worcestershire CARS (Children’s Advice & Representation
Service) NSPCC 
01905  617975 
 
FREEPHONE - 0800 233 311 
 
Independent Advocacy - if you want someone to speak on your
behalf or to talk to independently about a concern you have 
 
Independent Visitor - if you do not see much of your family, and
you would like someone to visit you to support you and advise you
or just sometimes to be there for you 
 
NSPCC is independent of Children’s Services. You have a right to
have your say. Please ask your Social Worker for a leaflet if you
would like to find out more 
 
Integrated Services for Looked After Children (ISL) 
ISL support the people who care for the children who are looked
after. They can also provide support in school. For more
information ask your Social Worker or carer. 
 
Childline - 0800 1111 
24 hour helpline - your call is free and the telephone number will
not appear on telephone bills. 
 
Children’s Legal Centre - 01206 873 820 
 
A National Voice - 0161 237 5577 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/home/wccindex/wcc-edu-index/wcc-social-cf/wcc-social-cf-lookedafterchildren/wcc-social-cf-lookedafterchildren-planning-2.htm


 


