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GREEN FLAG SUCCESS! 
 

Congratulations   
to the following schools  
who have recently  
achieved a Green Flag  
for their Eco Schools  
work! 
 
· Northleigh Primary School, 

Malvern (3rd Flag) 
· Beoley First School, Redditch  
· Pebworth First School, 

Stratford-Upon-Avon  

The Big Pond 
Dip! 
 
Want to know if your 
garden or school 
pond is in good 
shape for wildlife? 
Then take part in Pond Conservation's Big 
Pond Dip.  
 
Ponds are fantastic habitats for wildlife but 
nobody really knows what makes a good 
wildlife pond and what makes a great one. So 
'Pond Conservation' is hoping to gather lots of 
information from schools across the country 
to work out once and for all what makes the 
best wildlife pond. 
 
All you need to put together your dipping kit is 
a kitchen sieve and a tray… 

...and all the information and advice you need 
can be found on the website. 
www.pondconservation.org.uk/bigponddip 
Including a survey sheet to print off and fill in, 
and you can even enter your data online. 
 
...Happy dipping! 

Dates for your diary…  
 

National Eco-Schools Show 
24th June 
 

Worcester Eco Festival for 
Schools 
2nd, 3rd & family day on the 4th 
July 
 

Switch it Off Week 2009 
9th– 13th November 

Swap Shops are back! 
 
There are a number of Swap Shops taking 
place across the County this summer and 
the Waste Prevention Team would like to 
encourage schools, classes, families and 
individuals to attend the events and bring 
things, take things and swap things. 
 
The details of the swap shops are below: 
 
27th June – 12 – 3pm  
Sanders Park (part of Bromsgrove Carnival) 
9th July - 11am – 1pm  
Stourport Community Centre 
10th August - 10 -1 pm   
All Saints' Church Wribbenhall (nr Bewdley) 
 
The team would also like schools and 
community groups to run their own swap 
shops and help promote the re-use 
message. The Team can offer help and 
advice on how to advertise and run an 
event. 
For more information please email 
Missionimpossible@worcestershire.gov.uk 

School ponds 
 

BBC Breathing Places 
website has some great 
ideas on making mini-
ponds in schools. They 
also have teachers 
notes and activity sheets for these easily made 
mini-ponds and for using and maintaining 
existing school ponds.  
 
Go to  http://www.bbc.co.uk/
breathingplaces  and go to the Schools - 
making a splash 
section.  
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 INSET Courses (for more information please see forthcoming INSET booklet)  
 

Sustainable Schools: Starting and continuing Eco Sc hools 
Date & Time:  14th October 2009, 9:00 - 16:00 
Venue:  Bishops Wood Centre 
Tutor:  Rupert Brakspear 
Curriculum Area:  All ~ Cross Curriculum Dimension 
Key Stage: All 
Intended Outcomes: Understanding of the International Eco Schools Award Scheme, key 
structures and processes 
Empowerment of learners who take a key, central role in reviewing, planning, taking action and 
monitoring and evaluating as the school embeds learning for sustainability across campus, 
curriculum and community 
Opportunities for teaching staff to embed learning for sustainable development as a cross 
curriculum dimension into curriculum planning 
Work on Eco Schools offers practical, purposeful contexts that challenge and inspire learners ~ 
both at local level and global dimension 
Audience:  All Teaching Staff, Teaching Assistants, NQT's, Co-ordinators & Middle Managers. 
 

Sustainable Schools:  An Introduction to the DCSF S ustainable Schools 
Framework and Community Cohesion  

An intro to Sus schools including an opportunity to explore the links with community 
cohesion , Healthy Schools, International schools and new curriculum developments. 
Date & Time:  30th September 2009, 9:00 – 12:00  
Venue:  Bishops Wood Centre 
Tutor:  Rupert Brakspear 
Curriculum Area:  All ~ Cross Curriculum Dimension 
Key Stage: All 
Intended Outcomes: Understanding of DCSF Sustainable Schools Framework and the 
benefits of taking a whole school approach 
Familiarity with core materials that facilitate planning, delivery and self-assessment (both 
DCSF and other supporting materials ~ will facilitate working with staff teams / pupils / 
governors and other stakeholders. 
Value of using Sustainable Schools as a vehicle to bring together diverse schemes and 
themes in school development planning (e.g. work on climate change, healthy living, learner's 
voice, social cohesion, global dimension and learning outside the classroom). 
Audience:  Co-ordinators, Middle Managers, Leadership Team and Head teachers. 
 

Sustainable Development in Action –Curriculum Plann ing 
Date & Time:  22nd October 2009, 1.00 - 4.00 
Venue: Bishops Wood Centre 
Tutors: John Rhymer and Rupert Brakspear 
Curriculum Area:  All areas.  ESD 
Key Stage: 1-4 
Schools will be able to embed sustainable development within their curriculum, plan compelling 
learning experiences for all pupils and evaluate the impact on their learners. 
Case studies will inspire teachers to make decisions as to how to develop sustainable 
development in their curriculum. 
Learners can develop their potential to contribute to a sustainable future. 
Eco-Schools will be able to explore how they can build on their good work in creating a 
sustainable campus by developing their curriculum in order to become Sustainable Schools. 
Course participants will be able to lead curriculum development in their schools using 
participative CPD activities. 
Audience:  All Teaching Staff  including management and co-ordinators 
 

LOtC: Growing food in the recycled school garden 
Date & Time:  15th October 2009, 1.00 - 4.00 
Venue: Bishops Wood Centre 
Tutors: John Rhymer, Wade Muggleton 
Curriculum Area: Science, Geography, PSHE, Learning Outside the Classroom 
Key Stage: All 
Participants will be able to help pupils to create gardens in their schools using a range of low 
cost or free recycled materials and containers.  
Pupils will be able to grow their own food in productive and engaging ways as part of the 
curriculum or as an extended school activity.  
Schools will be able to promote learning outside the classroom and raise awareness of the 
value of fresh healthy food making a  significant contribution to Healthy Schools, Eco-Schools 
and the sustainable schools framework. 
Schools will be able to start or improve composting and worm composting of waste organic 
materials. 
Audience:  All Teaching Staff 
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 Annual conference: ‘Development versus  
Environment? Is sustainable development feasible?’ 
 

The Beacon's Annual Conference offers an opportunity for everyone concerned in one way or 
another with world development to make or renew contacts, exchange views on current issues, 
and consider suitable follow-up action. 
In addition to our traditional concerns with ‘development’, BEACONS has recently focused 
increasingly on environmental issues in relation to development. Thus the title of the 2009 
conference is;   ‘Development versus Environment? Is sustainable development feasible?’ 
Date: It will be held on Saturday 11th July, 10 am – 4.30 pm at Sansome Walk Baptist Centre 
Worcester 
Key Speakers: Professor Peter Smith  - Special Professor in Sustainable Energy at the 
 University of Nottingham.     
 Michael Foster, MP - MP for Worcester and Minister in the Department for 

International Development (DfID), where he is Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State with responsibility for environmental matters. 

Cost:   £10; students £2 
For more information please visit the Beacons website at www.beaconsdec.org.uk 

Fund Raising Made Simple 
If you need to raise funds for your school, or want to know where to apply for grants  and 
awards, then this is the seminar for you. 
Ideal for Bursars, Governors, P.T.F.A. Teachers, Finance Managers and anyone involved in 
school fundraising 
Seminar location and times:  Thursday 24th September 2009 , 1300 - 1430 hours  
Location: Lickey near Bromsgrove 
Cost:  £20 pp including refreshments and a copy of C.D. Raising Funds for School Grounds.   
What will the course cover? Registering as a charity and Gift Aid, Grant Making Trusts, 
Searching for grants, A practical session on writing an application, An opportunity for delegates 
to share experiences, The Duckworth Trust grant 
Who runs the course?  Janey Hewitt, co-editor of Income Generation for Schools, freelance 
fundraiser, author of Raising Funds Every Penny Counts and Raising Funds for School 
Grounds. 
What will I gain from the seminar? 
The seminar will enable participants to identify an initial list of target trusts working from copies 
of 2006/2007 A Guide to Local Trusts in the Midlands, and to appreciate what trusts are looking 
for from applications. The seminar is aimed at those with no or little experience of fundraising 
from this source, and will highlight grants and awards that welcome applications from schools.  
There will be an opportunity for school fund raisers to share their experiences of successes and 
failures of applying for grants and awards.  
Each delegate will receive a comprehensive pack including a copy of C.D. Raising funds for 
School Grounds with hundreds of website addresses grants and awards.  
How do I book on? Please send £20 fee at least 10 days in advance of seminar to L. J. 
Hewitt, 17, Monument Lane, Lickey, Birmingham B45 9QQ  Tel: 0121 453 2310.   

Eco-action team training 
21st October — High Schools  
3rd November — Primary Schools  
Two days of training for Eco-schools action teams/committees. Ideal for those getting started or 
planning for the year ahead. Full of activities and participation. 
Cost: Free  
Venue: Bishops Wood  
Tutor: Rupert Brakspear 
For more information or to book, please contact Rupert Brakspear on 01905 766378 

Eco Festival! 
 

Eco Festival for Schools , 2nd and 3rd July at Bishops Wood Centre, 
with a day for families on the 4 th July ! The Learning for 
Sustainability team have prepared an exciting programme with a 
wide range of workshops available!  
The festival will be a great place for schools to share their 
experiences, and we are asking schools to think about what they 
might like to bring along to inspire others; it might be a presentation, 
a film, some art work, poems or stories, feedback from the Energy 
Award  experiences or from the Less is More? curriculum 
development project. The more we share ~ the more we all learn! 



 

Teach Climate Action 
 

With possibly the most important decision ever to be made by humanity at Copenhagen this 
December, ActionAid has teamed up with Queen Mary University to create Teach climate action! 
 

11:00 – 16:00, 19 June 2009 
Queen Mary, University London,  
Mile End, Tickets £10 
 

Take part in Teach climate action! to: 
act on climate change issues in school  
hear from experts about the fight against climate change  
consider the moral implications of (not) teaching climate action  
discover the new stories and case studies for your classroom  
explore ways to teach climate change across the global dimension  
develop ideas for your teaching  
pick up a free PowerDown toolkit  
meet and create links with like minded teachers and academics 
 

A wide range of speakers have confirmed they are speaking and the list is growing.  
For more details and a full list of speakers visit thew website at www.actionaid.org.uk/ 

Bishops Woods Courses 
 

(BW4) Learning stories, learning styles  
Date: 16th October 2009  
This dynamic day will look at ways that educators can help their learners’ storymake through 
using natural resources and the outdoor environment.  Techniques of story making and telling, 
utilising and enhancing a diverse range of learning styles will be explored.  We will practice 
how to tell stories to and with young people, and use them as a stimulus for play and creation 
of their own stories in the outdoors.  A day particularly useful for Forest School leaders. 
Tutor: Katrice Horsley.  
 
(BW8) Leading Earthwalks Day   
Date: November 18th 2009 
“Earthwalks are light refreshing touches of nature- sharpening the senses while highlighting the 
richness of the natural world using a series of special activities”.  This earth education training 
day will look at earthwalks in depth – all day!  There will be an introduction to earth education, 
then the remainder of the day will be spent examining techniques required for leading 
earthwalks.  
Tutor: Jon Cree 

Never A Dull Moment At Malvern’s Three Counties Sho w (19 – 21 
June 2009) 
 

Around 20 schools and colleges will be visiting this month’s 
Three Counties Show, and there are plenty of activities to 
enjoy! 
 

The event’s popular Discovery Zone will feature the IOP’s 
(Institute of Physics) wonderful ‘Lab In A Lorry’ where school 
parties, and kids coming to the Show with mums and dads, 
can try their hand at some wacky experiments, including 
creating a rainbow and a sunset and extracting oil from the 
sea bed – all under the careful supervision of QinetiQ’s scientists! 
 

STEMpoint (University of Worcester) is using materials from the Worcester Resource Exchange 
to make a propelled model, Eastnor Pottery is running a collaborative project to make a model 
farm, Malvern Hills College has a giant Feely Box and will also be bringing some small animals 
with them and coppice, Chris Atkins will be showing little ones how to strip bark and weave 
crafts. 
 

The Countryside Alliance is running a fun quiz, What’s In A Hedgerow?, Dominic Lucas is 
displaying his vast collection of miniature farm machinery and animals, and Lacon Childe 
School, Cleobury Mortimer and Herefordshire College of Technology will be selling home-made 
products. 
 

For the first time, Cotswold Farm Park will be at the Show this year, and the team will be 
bringing with them a variety of small animals for younger ones to see at close range. 
 

For more information about the Show, call the Information Hotline on 01684 584900 or visit the 
web site: www.threecounties.co.uk/threecounties  
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Alan Titchmarsh Awards for school gardens 
 

For details of school gardening projects including how to apply for 
£500 Alan Titchmarsh awards for school gardens go to the news 
section of www.rhs.org.uk/SCHOOLGARDENING. 

Win a          Award! 
 

Would your class like to receive a personalised award certificate commending their 
environmental efforts and a chance to meet leading environmentalist and primatologist Dr Jane 
Goodall? 
 
If so, you may wish to enter the Roots & Shoots Awards this Summer Term.  
 
Roots & Shoots is the Jane Goodall Institute’s Education Programme for young people. It is 
about making positive change happen – for our communities, for animals and for the 
environment.  
 
You may already be working on an activity with your class that meets the Roots & Shoots 
Awards criteria of implementing practical, positive change for people, animals or the 
environment. Or, if you would like some ideas of projects you could do with your class to win an 
award, then look at the resources section of the Roots & Shoots website for some inspiration 
(www.rootsnshoots.org.uk). 
 
Entering for a Roots & Shoots award could not be easier. Simply register your school and make 
sure you post an update on the website to tell us all about your project before the end of the 
Summer term. You will automatically be eligible for a personalised Roots & Shoots Award 
Certificate and your class may even be selected to meet Dr. Jane herself at the annual Roots & 
Shoots Awards Ceremony in December.  
 
For more information about the Roots & Shoots termly awards, visit our website. And, as an 
added incentive, Roots & Shoots projects are accredited by Eco-Schools in England. Activities 
now count towards the Eco-Schools Green Flag award. 

Calling all Bromsgrove Schools! 
 

Bromsgrove Council are launching their  
Summer Postcard Competition. The idea is to  
design a postcard that depicts reduce, reuse  
recycle / act on CO2!  
 
Send you’re colourful A5 entries in to be in with the chance of winning £100 for your school to 
spend on an environmental based project and a recycled stationary pack for the winning en-
trant! 
Contact r.kennett@bromsgrove.gov.uk  or call 01527 881716 for more information. Please 
ensure the name of your school /name and age of pupil are written on each entry. Closing date 
for entries is Wednesday 15th July.  

&   

Win a Trip to the Eden Project! 
 

The Prince’s Rainforests Project for Schools (PRP) has joined forces with National 
Geographic Kids magazine and The Eden Project to create an all-expenses paid, two-day 
school trip to the UK’s largest rainforest that money cannot buy! 
The trip includes a sleepover in one of the largest greenhouses in the world, a night-time 
rainforest safari and an overnight stay at Woodland Valley, an organic education farm, set in 
the heart of Cornwall. 
All school children can enter the competition to win the trip, run by National Geographic Kids 
magazine.  To enter, children have to design a poster to show why we need to protect the 
rainforests.  Ten runners-up will win family tickets to the Eden Project.  Details of how to 
enter are on the National Geographic Kids website. 
 
A lesson idea to support the competition can be found on The Prince’s Rainforests Project 
Schools site – www.rainforestSOS.org/schools - along with fact sheets about rainforests. Go 
to Free resources for children aged 7-11 and download Quest 3. 
 
Schools are being encouraged to sign up and help raise awareness among the children, 
parents and their fellow educators through compelling learning in the classroom and the 
school community. To find out more visit www.rainforestSOS.org/schools 
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Composting at Schools in Wyre Forest District. 
 
If you're compost is more sludge than soil, Mary Bendall at Franche Communty Primary in 
Kidderminster may be able to help with advice.  A Teaching Assistant with several years 
experience of composting in school, she is now one of the first  Garden Organic Master 
Composters for Schools:  An extension of  Garden Organic's existing Master Composter 
scheme. 
Mary Bendall can be contacted at Franche Community Primary School 01562 751 788  

Get composting this summer and watch your salad gro w 
 
The Waste Prevention Team is encouraging schools to get involved in composting and 
involving children in "grow your own." 
Home made compost really improves the quality of the soil and provides valuable nutrients for 
plants. The Team aim to demonstrate just how easy it is to "grow your own" and help schools to 
realise the benefits of making compost. The team have a limited supply of salad leaf seeds 
available and schools can apply for a number of packs. 
 
If you would like some seeds for use in your school please contact  
Missionimpossible@worcestershire.gov.uk. 

What Paper Do You Buy? 
 
Paper figures for 2009 have been released by WMS, and the preliminary analysis shows that 
Worcestershire County Council, as a whole, buys over 70% recycled photocopy paper. This is 
great, but it can be better! 
 
Firstly, to address the issue of what is better for the environment: recycled or virgin paper? Well 
in terms of energy used in production, once you include transport, recycled paper does use less 
energy than virgin.  
In terms of the wider environmental impact, the technology used in recycling paper has 
improved substantially in recent years and pollutants from the ink can now be removed more 
efficiently and without the use of nasty chemicals. This ink can be reused for other purposes or 
even burnt to recover energy to power the plant.  
Virgin paper uses new timber, in the worst case scenario this can come from deforesting 
natural woodlands and hence do great damage to the environment. In the best case scenario 
the virgin paper comes from FSC woodland. They ensure the woodland is managed 
sustainably and also that some areas are left to grow naturally. Thus whilst this is not as good 
as leaving the woods well alone completely, it is by far the best option for those wishing to buy 
virgin paper. 
 
On the whole, recycled paper is better for our environment; it uses less energy and reduces 
any need for new timber to be felled, whether it be from managed or unmanaged woodland. 
There is also one other major problem with buying all virgin paper, if no one is buying recycled 
paper then there is no market and companies who currently take away waste paper will be 
unable to sell it once it is recycled. We need to create a market for recycled paper and in the 
long run this should increase the amount being made and help bring the prices down.  

 
Walkwood CE Middle School is one of the top purchasers of recycled paper in 
the county and ~ 75% of all the paper they buy is recycled. They changed from 
non-recycled paper ~ 18 months ago and Martin Birrell (the schools eco co-
ordinator) and his team were responsible for the switch. Denise Menzies, the 
school's Bursar said "they considered it part of the commitment of being an Eco-
school".  
 

"There were a few issues like price, but it was seen that the small increase in cost was an 
acceptable price to pay. There were some small barriers to overcome, like making sure the 
paper worked well in standard photocopiers and that the staff that 
used it were satisfied with its performance. Once everyone was 

happy the switch was made and we 
have had no problems since." Martin 
Birrell 
 
Evolve recycled paper is available in 
the WMS catalogue and this year 
there is also a new line of slightly 
cheaper recycled paper. 



 New School Travel Plans for 
Worcestershire Schools 
 
23 new school travel plans have been created this 
year in Worcestershire schools. 83% of all schools in 
the county now have a travel plan, with the target of 
all schools having a plan in place by 2010, now within 
sight. 
 
These Worcestershire schools will be awarded a total 
of over £100,000 funding from the Department for 
Children, Schools and Families to be spent on creating safer and healthier journeys to school. 
Schools can use their grants to purchase cycle racks, lockers, pedestrian waiting shelters and 
other projects to help create more sustainable journeys to school. 
 
A School Travel Plan is an action plan which sets out how the school community will 
encourage and enable pupils to travel more sustainably than alone by car, including walking, 
cycling using public transport and / or car sharing.    The plan takes into account how pupils 
currently travel to school and more importantly, how they would prefer to travel.  
 
One initiative which continues to grow in popularity is the Walking Bus. There are now over 20 
schools in Worcestershire with an active Walking Bus scheme, which help get children to 
school along safer walking routes, with pupils and parents all kitted out in high-vis gear. 
Himbleton First School launched their walking bus on 1st June. Head Teacher Christine Gent 
says, "We are delighted to be launching our first Walking Bus. Some of our children already 
walk to school with their parents and this will now provide another opportunity for everyone to 
walk more and be healthier. It will also help considerably with easing the traffic congestion in 
the village". 
 
Serena Jenner, Smarter Choices Team Leader says, “School Travel Plans are a great way to 
tackle congestion at the school gate, reduced traffic around the school helps improve the 
safety of the children and is better for the environment. Walking and cycling also has great 
benefits for a child’s health. I would like to congratulate the staff and pupils at the schools 
involved and wish them every success with their plans.” 
 
For more information on school travel plans and cycling to school, contact the Smarter Choices 
Team by emailing schooltravelplans@worcestershire.gov.uk  

IT Schools Africa  
IT Schools Africa is a registered charity that collects old computer equipment and distributes 
it free to schools in Africa. 
   
We are seeking donations of; 

Desktop computers (Pentium III and above). 
Laptops (provided they have power adapters). 
Monitors (we ask for a donation of £3 for each CRT to cover our costs). 
Keyboards, mice and power leads. 
Floppy drives, optical drives and hard drives. 

ICT text books. 
 

We can take any number of PCs without charge - we only ask for a donation to cover 
transport costs.            
If you are disposing of any PCs, now or in the future, we would be very grateful if you 
would consider donating them to IT Schools Africa. 
 
For more information please contact Phil Layton, Tel. 01242 228 800, Unit 8, Mead Road 
Industrial Park, Leckhampton, Cheltenham, GL53 7EF 



 University students win prize in greenest halls con test 
 
The residents of Chandler Hall, flats 19-26, have emerged as victors of the University of 
Worcester’s first Inter-halls Energy-saving Competition 
 
Sam Harman, Jamie Osborne, Jennifer Fennell, Lawrence Fugle, Ma Yeqi, Christopher Pane, 
Kelly McCullough and Yun Liao were the winning residents and collected £350 worth of 
vouchers to spend in the Co-op supermarket in St. Johns. 
 
The competition, which ran from October 2008 to March 2009, looked at the metered usage of 
electricity per student per week in each set of halls on the St. John’s campus and awarded a 
prize to the flats with the lowest electricity consumption. 
 
Sam said: “We were all really happy to have won the competition and it wasn't even that 
difficult. It's not hard to take five seconds out of your day to switch off a light or shut a window. 
Small changes make the difference and if everyone took those few seconds, the world would 
be a better place. 
 
The University’s Environmental Co-ordinator, Jan Dyer said: “The Chandler Hall residents won 
because they were consistently the lowest users of electricity for the duration of the contest.” 
 
“In its first year, the competition has been a success. The students of Chandler Hall have 
shown that by being careful to turn off their bedroom and kitchen lights they can make a 
difference. You do not have to do much to reduce your usage: it all makes an impact,” she said. 
 
The competition was launched in tandem with Worcestershire County Council’s ‘Switch It Off’ 
campaign and used a combination of leaflets, posters and personal visits by the student Eco-
Reps to encourage students living on campus  to be more environmentally conscious. 
 
In addition, the University Community Development Workers, Alison Vowles and Sarah Currie, 
raised awareness on energy-efficiency measures amongst residents using stickers and holding 
hall meetings. 
 
Sarah said: “There was a noticeable difference going round halls as they were not constantly lit 
up by fluorescent tubes.  The students of Chandler Hall put the 
most effort into switching off and for that they deserve the prize.” 

Growing food in schools: Raised beds 
 

Many schools are now involving pupils in growing food, either as part of curriculum work or as 
an extended schools or lunch-time activity. Raised beds are useful because they not only look 
neat and are easier to manage but also enable "no dig" deep beds to be created. Once dug, 
and with a plentiful supply of compost each year plants can be grown closer together thus 
increasing the productivity of small manageable plots. 
Raised beds are easily created using timber and rudimentary carpentry skills. For those who 
even simple carpentry might seem too daunting there 
are a couple of inexpensive systems available.  
 
B&Q now supply raised bed frames 1m x 2m made of 
treated timber for £19.95. To assemble you just have to 
screw the sides together which is pretty simple. 
For even more durable raised beds Linkabord make 
raised bed kits using 98% recycled plastic. A 1m x 2m 
kit costs £23. Simple push fit connectors are used to join 
the boards together. For more information have a look at 
www.linkabord .co.uk. 
 
Early Autumn is a good time to create raised beds. The soil can be dug over and then covered 
with sheets of corrugated card-board (flatten boxes). This will stop weeds from growing from 
the soil. The cardboard is then covered with compost from your school compost bins and left 
through the winter. The nutrients from the compost will wash down into the soil and worms will 
chomp up the wet cardboard and mix the compost in with the soil. 
 
Bishops Wood will be running a series of courses on growing food in schools as part of the 
CPD programme for the next academic year. 
 

Author: John Rhymer, Head of Bishops Wood Centre, Tel: 01299 250513  


