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A schools & centres project -raising awareness 
and supporting actions for sustainable living 

amongst householders in the community



Outline of workshop

• Introductions

• Warm up activity

• Why, how and case studies

• Key learning from the pilot

• Group activity: planning an Eco-Homes project

• Resources



Activity from Nature…
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Eco-Homes

Eco-Homes 
Review

Action

Eco-Homes 
Review

Eco-Homes raising awareness and supporting actions for sustainable living 
amongst householders in the community- a schools and centres project



Benefits?Support in gaining 
Eco-Schools/Centres 
Awards Identify 

unsustainable 
behaviours 

Potential 
changes in 
behaviour 

A new way of 
engaging broader 
range of people Pupil involvement, 

participation

Engaging
teaching & learning 
opportunities 

Enable parents 
to get further 
involved 



School

• Teamwork

• Challenges not only in schools

• Cost savings

• Children WANT to be engaged and are 
willing

• Support wider agendas…ECM etc

• Responsibility...shared with parents

• Exploring viewpoints and perspectives

• PLTs – higher order thinking

• Possibilities through life...transition

through education and employment

• Skills and learning for life

• ‘Pester Power’

• Economic wellbeing

• Curriculum

Why? Teachers said…
Community

• Positive contribution- for all, very inclusive

• Raise awareness among the community 
about what is going on in schools

• Cost savings

• Challenge in one community has impacts 
on wider world

Wider World

• Links cause and effects

• CO2 savings

• Unifying threads

(Notes from Eco-Homes teacher seminar)



Schools/ 
Centres pick 

priority 
topic/s

Explore/plan
Curriculum/

learning
opps

Announce 
project

Create 
/distribute  
Eco-Homes 

Environmental 
Review  

(‘baseline’)

Collect 
/interpret 
results of 
baseline
Review

Share 
findings 

with whole 
school and 
community

School/
Centre 

Plan & Take 
ACTION!

Repeat 
Eco-Homes 

Environmental 
Review 

Collect 
results and 
compare to  
‘baseline’

Share final 
results with 
the whole 
school and 

community. 
Celebrate!

After completing Eco-Homes Environmental 
Review parents/visitors may take part in 

householder challenges/homework...come 
to an Eco-Homes event hosted by the 

school/centre...or read an Eco-Tip in the 
school/centre newsletter.. Or receive an 

information leaflet ...all of this might help 
householders make changes towards more 

sustainable living.

Start here

At School/centre...



•Eco-committees (from 3 schools) met to decide themes
•Energy Theme –term 1, waste term 2
•Announcement of project by letter 
•Whole school assemblies 

Meadows First School

•Initial Eco-Homes Environmental Review sent out as 
homework to whole of KS2 (130 children)



Meadows First School

• Curriculum

-5 week Energy Challenge as KS2 
homework

-EDF POD Energy activities in all classes 
(www.jointhepod.org) 

• Other activities/wider curriculum

-Ongoing energy monitoring in school

-Switch It Off Fortnight

-Visit to local COOP to look at their 
Energy Management Systems

http://www.jointhepod.org/


• 130 Eco-Homes reviews returned 
• YR4s input data: linked to curriculum: numeracy/data handling 
• Children created charts from findings 
• Eco-committee made further displays
• Findings…. Draught proofing



Meadows First School

• Energy Event & Waste Events 
at end of school day hosted by 
Eco-Committee!

• Energy Event 170 people 
attended!
-Results of surveys on display

-Activities for children- make a 
draught tester! Etc

• Follow up survey sent out on 
Learning Platform end of term 

• Early findings…



Centres
Community settings engaging visitors in Eco-Homes reviews, 

awareness and action

Alvechurch Library, Worcestershire



Centres engaging families

Hagley Library, Worcestershire. The ‘Chattertots’ help improve the library  grounds...
and it’s a good chance for the library staff to talk to parents about an Eco-Homes review. 



•Kept Energy Diary for 
building

•Made available for 
visitors

Batchley Community Centre 



Key Learning 

Run an initial meeting for 
key teachers / staff

Plan properly- to make 
most of opportunity

Consider 
timescales

Schools – greatest 
response: reviews as 
homework

Share- e.g. 
whole school 
assemblies

Events can be 
great!

Reviews as 
compulsory 
homework



Key Learning
Involving different 
years in data 
entry/handling 

Keep it simple 
when analysing/
acting on results

Sometimes results 
show behaviours
already in place

Great to have 
part of Review 
‘open’ for 
comments… 

Anecdotal evidence of behaviour
change at this stage- BUT… great tool 
for engagement/ new focus for work

Schools have 
engaged large 
numbers of 
householders!



Energy!

School

Local 

community

Wider world

Theme

Planning /Supporting an Eco-Homes Project

Who? When? What? Where? How?



Resources…
• Environmental Review

• Thinking/planning tools (e.g. nested circles….)

• 5 week Energy Challenge

• Switch it Off

• Energy Diary

• Teacher seminar- session plan

• Web resources…lots out there!
• Locally- Act on Energy www.actonenergy.org.uk

• Energy Saving Trust www.energysavingtrust.org.uk

• Recycle Now  www.recyclenow.com/schools

• POD www.jointhepod.org

http://www.actonenergy.org.uk/
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
http://www.recyclenow.com/schools
http://www.jointhepod.org/

