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from Bristol this week is a case in point. Ironwork in the

-I-he best ideas tend to be the simplest, and the example

highway, particularly when positioned on bends, is the
bane of cydlists’ and motorcyclists’ lives. Given the volume of
utility plant in the highway, positioning of these access points
is not always planned with these vulnerable road-users in
mind. Consequently, the city is trialling a new manhole cover

with anti-skid surfacing to counter the problem.

Anyone who regularly travels on two wheels will tell you
that traditional ironwork can be perilous, particularly when
they are worn and road conditions are wet. Riding over one of
these units and the subsequent sensation of your rear wheel
sliding out from under you can be sickening — particularly
when you are in the close proximity of a Number 10 bus. The
best course of action, usually, is to avoid these covers where
possible but this is not always practical in the flow of traffic.

The new cover, described on page 11 of this week’s issue, is
manufactured by Saint Gobain Pipelines and Stirling Lloyd.
Instead of the surface castellations of more traditional iron-
work units, the cover features a 2mm-deep tray in which dia-
mond bauxite is fixed, using a special adhesive. The units
have been tested on access roads around the manufacturer’s

factory.

About 100 of the new units will be installed as part of a
‘whole-route approach’ in the city’s £500M Broadmead devel-
opment. The site features a road with numerous bends and
the council has already specified anti-skid surfacing for half
of the road system, and so the new manhole covers provide

the missing link.

The decision to use the new covers is in response to high-
ways safety auditor’s recommendations and, perhaps signifi-
cantly, the council’s motorcycling forum.

Highways officers’ efforts are also in anticipation of a new
British and European Standard requiring friction-testing of
the covers that is due in 2008, but is likely to be delayed.

One hopes this will get back on track and, assuming that
Bristol's trial proves to be successful, that other authorities
will follow suit. The city is attempting to provide a network
which is safe as possible for all road-users, surely an ambition
that should be shared by all professionals in the industry.
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will have an immediate effect’
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