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1. Introduction

Children with disabilities are a commissioning priority for the Children and Young People's
Partnership in Worcestershire and improving services for this group also forms part of the Local Area
Agreement (2008 i 2011) for the county. In order to best invest resources for these children, young
people and their families, it is necessary to understand this population and its needs.

This Needs Assessment aims firstly to describe the population of children with disabilities in
Worcestershire, and secondly to consider the current provision of services to this population. Based
on sensitive data from a variety of agencies, it will provide evidence to be used alongside other
sources, to identify current and future areas of need.

In addition to the data analysis presented in this document, consultation has taken place with
children and young people with disabilities and their families. Via a questionnaire, parents and carers
have provided their views on the current short break provision and Worcestershire County Council's
Youth Support Team facilitated a targeted consultation for disabled young people. In addition,
information is available from a large survey of the Worcestershire child population, the 'Big
Questionnaire’, in which the views of children with disabilities are represented. It is recommended
that consideration be given to the findings of these consultations to complement this Needs
Assessment, and contact details for this information are provided at the end.

The national Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC) initiative, announced in May 2007, has
provided funding to transform services for children with severe disability and their families. The
commissioning process seeks to allocate funding to these services in ways which will improve
outcomes for the children, young people and their families and carers. Some children included in this
document will meet the threshold of severe disability targeted in AHDC funding, plus an additional
section excludes some 'less severe' disabilities and considers characteristics of this smaller cohort
also.

This Needs Assessment will provide evidence to be used, alongside other sources of evidence, to
identify current and future areas of need that will inform the Aiming High for Disabled Children
Delivery Plan. Findings will also be incorporated into the revision of the Joint Strategic Needs
Assessment for Children and Young People which underpins the Children and Young People's Plan.
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2. Method

This section gives an overview of the information included in this study and method of analysis.
Further detail can be found in the Appendix.

Data Sources

There is no central database of all children with disabilities in Worcestershire. Information such as
the number, characteristics and geographic distribution of children with disabilities is retained within
the datasets of individual agencies which provide support to these children and their families. To
ensure that the Needs Assessment encompasses as many children as possible, a wide range of
datasets have been collected and collated together to provide this evidence. The main data suppliers
were Worcestershire County Council (many different departments including schools and social care
data), the Worcestershire Primary Care Trust, and Voluntary and Community Sector agencies. For a
full list of the departments and agencies which provided child level data see Appendix section Al.

All agency datasets received provided details of age, gender, postcode and disability of children, as
at 1% September 2008. This allowed for a study into characteristics of the overall group and,
although almost 12 months ago, it is believed that this study is a valid representation of the current
cohort of disabled children in the county.

Service Provision data was compiled by conducting a thorough telephone and internet research
project to create a list of all organisations providing services to children with disabilities and
information about them. Information was first collated in October 2008 but has been updated
September 2009 to include services set up since the beginning of the AHDC programme.

Definition of Disability

The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 2005 describes disability as "a physical or mental impairment
which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on [a person's] ability to carry out normal day-
to-day activities." This definition was used for the purposes of this Needs Assessment, and
considered when including or excluding particular medical conditions. The assessment also
purposely included datasets based on parents or carers perceptions of their child's disability,
although there may not be a medical diagnosis. If the child, their family or carers, or the agency
working with them believed the impact of a condition to constitute a disability, the child has been
included.

Cateqgories of disability

Once a robust dataset of Worcestershire children with disabilities was established, with minimal
duplicate children, each child was then allocated a category or 'type' of disability.

Categories of disability have been chosen to be approximately the Department for Children, Schools
and Families (DCSF) sub categories, as shown below in figure 2.0.1. A full table of the DCSF
categories, sub categories and abbreviations is available in Appendix section A3.

Category of disability Abbreviation
Autistic Spectrum Condition ASC
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties BESD
Complex Health Needs / Severe Medical Conditions Complex
Hearing Impaired HI
Moderate Learning Difficulties MLD
Multi Sensory Impairment MSI
Physical Disability PD
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties PMLD
Severe Learning Difficulty SLD
Specific Learning Difficulty SpLD
Speech, Language and Communication Needs SLCN
Vision Impaired VI

Fig 2.0.1: Table shows categories of disability as used in this Needs Assessment. All of the categories are DCSF sub-categories

of disability with the exception of Complex Health Needs / Severe Medical Conditions.

Worcestershire Children with Disabilities Needs Assessment




One additional category has been created, entitled 'Complex Health Needs or Severe Medical
Conditions', for the purposes of this Needs Assessment, recognising unusual or particularly debilitating
conditions (e.g. kidney failure, leukaemia, severe epilepsy) which are not DCSF recognised
disabilities.

It should be noted that different organisations or projects recognise prioritise certain categories of
disability over others, and in some cases do not recognise all of the above as disabilities. The Aiming
High for Disabled Children (AHDC) initiative prioritises severe disability and as such may not consider
many children in the Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) and Behavioural,
Emotional and Social Difficulty (BESD) categories when allocating funding. Removing some of these
identifies a smaller cohort for AHDC, which is is discussed in more detail in section 5.3 of this report.

Types of disability have been considered in two ways for the purposes of analysis i primary disability,
and general prevalence. It should be understood that these two approaches provide us with different
information about our population of children with disabilities, and they are each described below.

General Prevalence

For every child, their personal list of conditions and notes were used to identify all their types of
disability. For example, a child who is a wheelchair user and is partially blind will fall into both
categories of Physical Disability and Visual Impairment. This then allows us to total up the number of
children with any chosen category of disability across the whole cohort, irrespective of their other
disabilities, thus indicating the general prevalence of this disability type in Worcestershire.

Primary Disability

Utilising the same work carried out for the general prevalence study, identification of primary disability
goes one step further and seeks to identify one main disability category to be allocated to each child.
For example, a child who is a wheelchair user and is partially blind will be classified as having a
Physical Disability over Visual Impairment, on the basis of presumed severity and impact on the child's
daily life. Without knowing the personal circumstances of individual children, this prioritisation is clearly
tricky and can be flawed. At an aggregate level, however, it can be very useful in gauging the general
make up of an overall cohort of disabled children.

For full detail on the allocation of categories and the primary disability method of prioritisation, please
see Appendix sections A4 & Ab.

Geographical analysis

Most of the analysis in this report has been completed at district or Lower Super Output Area (LSOA)
level. The LSOA is a Neighbourhood Statistics unit of geography, used in the UK for statistical analysis,
with a minimum population of 1,000 (mean population 1,500). LSOAs cover the whole of England (32,482
in total), so they are useful for meaningful comparison of statistics between areas.

Confidentiality

All datasets submitted provided details of age, gender, postcode and disability of children. In cases
where more information was provided, this was used only to identify duplicate children and improve
the robustness of the data. No personal details were retained for any other use. Where analysis has
been completed at Lower Super Output Area (LSOA) level, great care has been taken to ensure that
no information published could be used to identify individual children.
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3. Worcestershire

3.1 Population overview

Worcestershire covers approx 1,700 square kilometres and is located South West of Birmingham in
the West Midlands. The county has a population of 555,400, which is predicted to rise in coming
years, and is divided into the six Local Authority districts of Bromsgrove, Malvern Hills, Redditch
Borough, Worcester City, Wychavon and Wyre Forest. Over 70% of the population lives in urban parts
of the county.
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Fig 3.1.1: Map of Worcestershire showing district boundaries.

Of the total population of Worcestershire (not specifically young people), the proportion of Black and Ethnic
Minorities (BEM) varies from 6.9% in Redditch, to 2.7% in Wychavon. Overall there are around 23,600
BEM persons in the county (4.3% of total population) and numbers have risen in recent years 4.

The estimated population of under 19 year olds living in Worcestershire is 125,000 which is equivalent
to 22.5% of the total county population. The estimated population of under 18 year olds living in
Worcestershire is 117,400

M Source: Office for National Statistics, mid-year population estimates 2007
@ source: Office for National Statistics, mid-year population estimates 2006
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3.2 Children with Disabilities

This study found there to be 5,147 children under 19 with disabilities resident in Worcestershire. This
translates to an overall 4.1% of the local child population (125,000 persons), though there are
variances between districts.

This section looks firstly at the geographical distribution of the children with disabilities population in
Worcestershire, then goes on to consider the countywide profile including characteristics such as age,
gender and nature of disability.

Location

The district breakdown for the Children with Disabilities (CwD) population is shown below in figure
3.2.1.

No. of children | As a proportion of | Total child population | CwD as a proportion of
District with disabilities CwbD in county (Under 19) total child population
Bromsgrove 792 15.4% 21,000 3.8%
Malvern Hills 584 11.3% 16,900 3.5%
Redditch 1,008 19.6% 19,000 5.3%
Worcester 899 17.5% 21,400 4.2%
Wychavon 846 16.4% 25,400 3.3%
Wyre Forest 1,018 19.8% 20,900 4.9%
Worcestershire 5,147 100% 125,000 4.1%

Fig 3.2.1: Table shows numbers of children with disabilities by district. Total child population figures from ONS mid-year estimates
for 2007. NB/ County figure is not direct total of district figures due to rounding in district breakdowns.

Wyre Forest has the largest number of resident disabled children and accounts for almost a fifth of all
CwnD in the county (1,018, 19.8% of cohort), however the district does have a fairly large total child
population as well. Redditch has the highest 'population density' of children with disabilities, with the
disabled child population (1,008 children) accounting for 5.3% of the total child population (19,000
children) in the district. Wychavon is a particularly large district and has more children aged under 19
than any other district in the county (25,400). This means that despite having over 800 children with
disabilities, this is still proportionally the lowest group of CwD when compared to the local child
population. Malvern Hills has fewer children with disabilities than any other district (584 children).

The number of children with disabilities living in each Lower Super Output Area was mapped (see
figure 3.2.2 below) to better understand the distribution of children with disabilities in Worcestershire.

Please note that colour bands in figure 3.2.2 are not equal intervals. The top (red) band highlights all
those Lower Super Output Areas which fall into the first decile (top 10%) for numbers of children with
disabilities and orange highlights those additional areas which fall into the top quintile (i.e. areas in the
top 10-20%).
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Fig 3.2.2: Geographical location of children with disabilities in Worcestershire. Numbers of children per Lower Super Output Area
have been totalled and demonstrated by colour. Red shows the areas with most resident disabled children.

It should be understood that this method does not take into account the total child population per
Super Output Area, and therefore is not a measure of disability 'density’. Nonetheless it does clearly
indicate small areas with high numbers of resident disabled children, which is an important
consideration when looking at service provision.

The dozen Super Output Areas with the highest numbers of recorded disabled children are shown

below in figure 3.2.3.

No. of
Rank | LSOA Code | LSOA Description Ward Name District CwD
1 E01032471 Rifle Range Oldington and Foley Park Wyre Forest 64
2 E01032434 Horsefair Broadwaters Wyre Forest 49
3 E01032204 | Sherrard's Green Pickersleigh Malvern Hills 48
4 E01032252 St. Thomas More First School Greenlands Redditch 45
5 E01032307 Ronkswood Nunnery Worcester 40
6 E01032453 Habberley Habberley and Blakebrook Wyre Forest 38
7 E01032311 Tolladine Rainbow Hill Worcester 37
8 E01032233 Part of Enfield, Carthorse Lane | Batchley Redditch 36
9 E01032201 Charles Way Pickersleigh Malvern Hills 34
10 E01032234 Batchley Brook Batchley Redditch 33
11 E01032239 Smallwood Central Redditch 33
12 E01032250 | Woodrow Greenlands Redditch 32

Fig 3.2.3: Table shows 'top 12' SOAs with high numbers of resident children with disabilities

Rifle Range, Oldington and Foley Park has by far the highest number of children with disabilities
resident in the area. Most of the areas in this 'Top 12' are in the districts of Wyre Forest or Redditch.
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There appears at first glance to be a number of deprived areas listed as having high numbers of
disabled children. For further information on this possible relationship, please refer to section 5.1.

Most areas of high child disability are in Redditch or Wyre Forest, followed by Bromsgrove and
Worcester City, whilst both Malvern Hills and Wychavon have very few areas with high numbers of
disabled children. Redditch has almost half (24 of 55) of its LSOAs with relatively high numbers of
disabled children, whereas Wychavon has less than a tenth (7 of 78). For discussion about ‘hotspot’
areas of disabled children at district level, please see Section 4: District Profiles.

Age

Understanding the age of the children with disabilities population is crucial for planning services in years to
come. Figure 3.2.4 shows the cohort breakdown by age. Population included all children under 19 as at 1
September 2008.

Children with disabilities by age

500
450

No. of children with diasabilities
E

ol1|2]3]als]|sl7]als]10l12]12]13]14]15]16[27]128]Total
No. of children 20 | 43 [113[120[202[184[237(275(337[314|345[366|a16[231 215|266 [377[322]158 [ 5147
Proportion of all CwD | 0% | 196 | 296 | 296 |43 | 436 |59 | 59 | 79 |69 | 796 | 79 | 89 | 8% | 8% | 9% |79 | 6% | 3% | 100%

Fig 3.2.4: Chart shows children with disabilities by age as at 1% September 2008.

Analysing children with disabilities by age, the largest single age band is 15 years old, accounting for 9% of
all known CwD in Worcestershire, and ages 12 i 14 are also fairly high in numbers. Ages with the lowest
numbers of recorded children with disabilities are 0 7 4, and 18 years old. Numbers increase steadily with
age up to 15 then drop off at 16 and above. Fig. 3.2.5 (below) shows numbers by age group.

In order to understand the age profile of the cohort, it is
Children with disabilities by age group important to consider factors which may be influencing
these figures. Firstly, some sources of data were from
services dealing with 'school age' children, therefore slightly
more information was provided for these children than
those under 5 or 16 and over. Secondly, some conditions or
disabilities become apparent at certain stages of
development and others T in particular, certain social,
behavioural or communication difficulties, may not be
apparent until later years. For both these reasons it should
be considered that these numbers will not move exactly in
line with a particular year group as it gets older. For
example, there are 120 children aged 3 currently known to
have a disability, but this will not be the case in ten years
o time, when the cohort of children now aged 3 reach 13
Fig 3.2.5: Children with disabilities by age group (U19)  Years old, as more disabilities will have been identified.

The age profile is notably different for each type of disability, and this is discussed in full in the Nature of
Disability section.
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Gender

There is quite an acute gender split amongst children with disabilities in Worcestershire. Figure 3.2.6,

below, shows the cohort breakdown by gender for each age.

500

Children with disabilities by age and gender

450
400

350
300
250
200
150
100
50
0

No. of children with diasabilities

“Female| 14 | 19 | 48 | 41 | 55 | 55 | 64 | 75 | 87 | 101|114 | 107

46

u Male 6 24 | 65 | 79 | 149 | 129 | 173 | 200 | 250 | 213 | 231 | 259

285 | 289 | 302 | 328 | 279 | 231

112

Fig 3.2.6: Chart shows children with disabilities by age and gender

Across almost all age groups, there are significantly more males than
females with disabilities. On average the split is 70% male and 30%
female, as shown in figure 3.2.7.

This trend was found to be similar countywide. Redditch had the
most balanced split between genders, with 67% of the district cohort
being male, whilst Wyre forest had the most acute split between
genders, with males accounting for 73%. This 70:30 gender split is
not seen for very early ages (0, 1 and 2 years), however these
numbers are fairly small.

The gender profile is notably different for each type of disability, and
this is discussed in full in the Nature of Disability section.

CwD by Gender

Ethnicity

Fig 3.2.7: Children with disabilities by gender

Of the 5,147 children with disability in Worcestershire, 4,590 had some form of ethnic information, though
the quality of this information was poor. For more information on ethnicity cleansing and assumptions
made, please see the Method in Detail section, Appendix A2.

CwD by ethnicity

m White = Mot known ®mBME

Fig 3.2.8: Chart shows CwD by ethnicity group

Looking at the disabled cohort as a whole (figure 3.2.8),
approximately 1 in 20 children are of black or minority ethnic
origin, 17 in 20 are white and a remaining 2 in 20 have not
provided any ethnic information.

Of the children whose ethnicity is stated, 6% (277 children) are
believed to be of black or minority ethnic group (BEM).
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Nature of disability

Types of disability have been considered in two ways i primary disability, and general prevalence. See
introductory method section for full explanation.

Prevalence of disability

When considering service provision for children with a particular disability type, there is benefit in
understanding the general prevalence of this disability, i.e. total number of children with this disability
in the local area, irrespective of the children's other conditions. Figure 3.2.10 (below) shows total
numbers of children in Worcestershire for each category of disability.

MNo. of children by category of disability

1,500

1,400

1,200

1,000

_ - B
ASC BESD |Complex Hi MLD M5 PD PMLD SLD SpLD SLCMN Wl
Mo, af childran 814 781 215 387 B21 43 883 111 335 196 1,408 281
Proportion of Cwh populstion | 15.8% 15.2% 4 2% T.T% 17.9% 0.8% 19.1% 2.2% 5.5% 3.8% 27.3% 5.5%

Fig 3.2.10: Chart shows total numbers of children with each category of disability, plus the proportion of all children with disabilities
who have this disability. Row totals have been omitted intentionally as individual children had multiple disabilities and the totals
would be misleading.

By far the most common disability type is Speech, Language and Communication Needs, with 1,406
children having this disability, over a quarter (27.3%) of the cohort of disabled children. The next most
prevalent categories are Physical Disability (983 children, 19.1% of county cohort) and Moderate
Learning Difficulties (921 children, 17.9% of cohort). Multi Sensory Impairment is the least common
disability, with only 43 children having this disability in the county. This is quite specific, though, and
grouping all Sensory Impairment categories together shows that 721 children have a visual
impairment, hearing impairment or both, which is 14%, or approximately 1 in 7, of all disabled children
in the county.
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Primary Disability

For a large group of disabled children it can be useful to have a simple overview of the group by each
category of disability, based on their primary or 'main' disability only. Figure 3.2.9 (below) shows
proportional breakdown of the children with disabilities cohort in Worcestershire, by their primary disability.

CwD by primary category of disability

Profound & Multiple

. . Learning Difficulties . .
Specific Learning Multi Sensory Impairment

93 (2%)
Disability, 165, 3% ‘\ / 26(1%)
Vision Impaired

172 (3%)

Speech, Language &
Communication Needs
Complex Needs or 1101(21%)
Severe Medical

248 (5%)

Severe Learning Disability
275(5%)

Hearing Impaired
325(6%)

P

Physical Disability
Behavioural, Emotional / 844 (17%)
& Social Difficulties

532 (10%)

Moderate Learning—/ Autistic Spectrum
Difficulties Condition
615 (12%) 751 (15%)

Fig 3.2.9: Chart shows children with disabilities by primary category of disability.

Proportional break down by primary disability type shows that the category with the highest number of
children is Speech, Language and Communication Needs, with over a fifth (1101 children, 21.4%) of
all children with disabilities having this as their primary disability. This is followed by Physical Disability
(844 children, 16.4%) and Autism (751 children, 14.6%). The smallest group are those children whose
primary disability is Multi-Sensory Impairment, accounting for just 26 children, 0.5% of the cohort.
Grouping this category with Hearing Impaired and Visually Impaired, however, shows that Sensory
Impairment in general is the primary disability for one in ten disabled children in the county (523
children, 10.2% of cohort).
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All disability i primary and secondary

In order to fully understand the children with disability population in Worcestershire, it is important to
consider both the overview of the population by primary disability and the overall prevalence of each
disability. Figure 3.2.11 (below) shows each disability type with the number of children with this disability as
their primary disability alongside the number of children with this type of disability generally.

Children with this as their | All children presenting
PRIMARY disability this type of disability
No. of | Proportion of local | No. of | Proportion of local
Category of disability children | CwD population children | CwD population
Autistic Spectrum Condition 751 14.6% 814 15.8%
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties 532 10.3% 781 15.2%
Complex Health Needs 248 4.8% 215 4.2%
Hearing Impaired 325 6.3% 397 7.7%
Moderate Learning Difficulties 615 11.9% 921 17.9%
Multi Sensory Impairment 26 0.5% 43 0.8%
Physical Disability 844 16.4% 983 19.1%
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 93 1.8% 111 2.2%
Severe Learning Difficulty 275 5.3% 335 6.5%
Specific Learning Difficulty 165 3.2% 196 3.8%
Speech, Language and Communication Needs | 1101 21.4% 1,406 27.3%
Vision Impaired 172 3.3% 281 5.5%
Total 5,147 100%

Fig 3.2.11: Numbers for children with disabilities in Worcestershire, broken down by type of disability. First two columns refer to the
primary disability identified for each child and the last two columns refer to the general prevalence of these types of disability. The
last two columns intentionally do not show totals as individual children had multiple disabilities and the totals would be misleading.

Speech, Language and Communication Needs is the most common disability type in Worcestershire,
followed by Physical Disability. After these two, the next most prevalent is Moderate Learning Difficulty,
although more children have Autism as their primary disability.
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Characteristics by disability type

Previous sections discussed the age and gender profiles of the overall Worcestershire cohort of
children with disabilities; however these two characteristics differ considerably depending on the type of
disability.

Age breakdown by disability type

Below are charts showing, for each category of disability, the total nhumber of children presenting this
disability by age. The charts have been arranged into groups for discussion of similar profiles.

Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties Moderate Learning Difficulties

5
B

Mao. of children with BESD
&
Mo, of children with MLD
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01234656 73 910111213141516 1713 012346567 8 9101112131415161712
Age Age

B ) L Fig 3.2.13: Charts show age profiles for children with BESD,
Specific Learning Difficulty MLD and SpLD.

Children with BESD, MLD and SpLD follow quite
distinct and similar age profiles, as shown in
figure 3.2.13. Most children with these types of
disability are of secondary school age (approx.
12-17 years old) and the largest single age is 15
years old.

10

Mo. of children with SpLD

012 34567 3 9101112131415161718
Age

PhysicalDisability Sewere Learning Disability

No. of children with SLD

21314151617 18 012 3456 7 & 9101112131415161718

00123456738 91011
Age Age

(=

Fig 3.2.14: Charts show age profiles for children with PD and SLD.

There are children of all ages with physical disabilities and Severe Learning Difficulties. Profiles in figure
3.2.14 show a fairly gradual increase in recorded numbers of disabled children with increasing age,
although these numbers steady (and even decrease) at the 'top' of the age range.
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For some disability types (see figure 3.2.15, right
and below) the age profile is clear, but quite Speech, Language and Communication
individual to that category of disability. Almost all Needs
children with ASC are of school age (5 to 16 || =**
years) and most are aged 11 to 15. SLCN has || = **
more children of primary school age and younger, = _“°
with the greatest numbers of children being aged || = ** |
8, 9 and 10. HI shows a 'rougher' age profile, || § **
though it is accepted that the numbers are = 3 ]
smaller which contributes to this. There are peaks ;5_» 2o
around ages 8 to 9 and 12. 2 oo
= 012 346567 8 9101112131415161718
Fig 3.2.15: Age profiles for children with ASC, SLCN and HlI Age
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For some disability types (see figure 3.2.16 below) the number of children does not appear to vary much
with age. This is noteworthy for Complex, and possibly VI, though for the disability types PMLD and MSI
numbers are realistically too small to make judgement.
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Fig 3.2.16: Charts show age profiles for Complex, VI, PMLD and MSI
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Gender breakdown by disability type

The gender split for the whole cohort is 70% male and 30% female. This varies considerably depending on
the category of disability, as shown below in figure 3.2.12.

Total number Proportion by gender

of children

presenting this
Category of Disability disability Male Female
Autistic Spectrum Condition 814 84% 16%
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties 781 84% 16%
Complex Health Needs / Severe Medical Conditions 215 59% 41%
Hearing Impaired 397 52% 48%
Moderate Learning Difficulties 921 67% 33%
Multi Sensory Impairment 43 47% 53%
Physical Disability 983 58% 42%
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 111 64% 36%
Severe Learning Difficulty 335 59% 41%
Specific Learning Difficulty 196 72% 28%
Speech, Language and Communication Needs 1,406 78% 22%
Vision Impaired 281 55% 45%

Fig 3.2.12: Table shows, for each type of disability, the total number children presenting it and the proportional breakdown by
gender. Please note: each child may appear in multiple categories, so the 'grand total' of children is not significant here.

Categories of Autistic Spectrum Conditions (ASC) and Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulty (BESD)
have the most acute gender split, with 84% of all children presenting each condition being male. Speech,
Language and Communication Needs also has a particularly high number of males, accounting for 78% of
children with this condition. Some disabilities have a much more balanced split between genders: 42% of
all children with Physical Disabilities are female, as are 41% of all children with Complex Health Needs or
Severe Medical Conditions. Sensory impairment generally is by far the most balanced between sexes, with
a gender breakdown of 47% female and 53% male.

Claiming Disability Living Allowance

The cohort for this Needs Assessment includes child records from many different sources and as such the
total number of children with disabilities identified is greater than that of other, individual datasets. An
interesting comparison is that made with published figures on the number of families or carers claiming
Disability Living Allowance. DLA figures have previously been deemed indicative of the prevalence of
children and young people with disabilities however this study found them to be considerably lower than
our estimated figure for disabled children. There are 3,700 applicants for DLA under the age of 18,
compared with a Needs Assessment cohort of 4,989 children of the same age group, as shown in figure
3.2.13 (below). It should be noted, of course, that not all of the CwD cohort shown below would actually
meet the DLA criteria to be eligible for support.

CwD aged under 18 Nos. claiming DLA % cohort claiming DLA
Bromsgrove 765 470 61.4%
Malvern Hills 571 410 71.8%
Redditch 969 680 70.2%
Worcester 875 800 91.4%
Wychavon 825 690 83.6%
Wyre Forest 984 650 66.1%
Worcestershire 4,989 3,700 74.2%

Fig 3.2.13: Table shows numbers of disabled children in county and claimants of Disability Living Allowance ™.

Figures in table 3.2.13 suggest that, across the county, approximately three quarters of children with
disabilities (3,700, 74%) are claiming Disability Living Allowance. These proportions vary significantly by
district, with most children in Worcester claiming (800 children, 91% of cohort) compared to under two
thirds claiming in Bromsgrove (470 children, 61.4% of local cohort).

| Bl Source: Department of Work and Pensions, Feb 2009
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3.3 Service Provision

This study found there to be almost 500 'services' available to Worcestershire children with disabilities.
Through internet and telephone research, though, around a 100 were found to be national only
(without a local branch or services) and another 75 Worcestershire services were deemed to offer only
advice or information services. Following a decision to focus on local, 'physical’ services available to
disabled children, each organisation was briefly assessed and its services categorised. Figure 3.3.1
(below) shows all 299 services in the county, grouped into general service type and location covered.
For an explanation of service types used below, see Appendix A6.

Services Provided

Early Years Educational Clubs & Activity Overnight Short | Other

Services Services Schemes Breaks Services Total
Bromsgrove 21 11 9 4 45
Malvern Hills 18 5 6 1 30
Redditch 24 8 7 3 42
Worcester City 20 13 21 7 61
Wychavon 37 5 5 2 49
Wyre Forest 20 13 8 1 5 47
Countywide 3 6 7 9 25
Total 140 58 62 8 31 299

Fig 3.3.1: Table shows local, 'physical' services available to children with disabilities in Worcestershire, by general service type and
location covered.

This information is best interpreted in chart form, as shown below in figure 3.3.2.

Service Provision Types by District
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Fig 3.3.2: Chart shows local, 'physical’ services available to children with disabilities in Worcestershire, by general service type and
location covered.

The above chart (fig. 3.3.2) shows a simple count of the number of individual services for children with
disabilities; it does not consider the capacity of, or demand for, services in a given area which should
of course also be considered when planning service provision. Across the county, Worcester City has
the largest total number of services for children with disabilities, whilst Malvern Hills has relatively few.
Early Years services, which include Children's Centres, are the largest category of services available
to children with disabilities in almost all districts. Wychavon has the most EY services, however these
do account for almost all services in the district. Worcester City, by contrast, has much fewer EY
services but has a large number of clubs and activity schemes and other services run across the city.
More discussion of services provided, or not provided, for the largest categories of disability in each
district is available in the relevant District Profiles (section 4).

Type of disability

Around 80% of all services provided (202 of the total 258) are offered to children of general disabilities.
The remaining 56 services cater for a range of disabilities: some offer services to all children with
learning disabilities, whilst others offer help to children with more specific conditions such as life
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limiting illnesses. Disabilities most widely catered for appear to be Moderate and Severe Learning
Difficulties and there are a relatively high number of services provided specifically for children with
Complex Health Needs. There appear to be relatively very few services catering specifically for the
largest groups of disabled children: particularly Speech Language and Communication Needs and
Physical Disabilities. There is also very little service provision other than educational services for
children with Autistic Spectrum Conditions. It is accepted, though, that a large number of the ‘general’
services cater substantially for these groups.
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4.1 Bromsgrove

Population overview

The population in Bromsgrove is 92,300. There are 21,000 children aged under 19 in the district, making
up 22.8% of the total population, which is similar to the county average of 22.5%.

Children with Disabilities

This study found there to be 792 children under 19 with disabilities resident in Bromsgrove. This
translates to 3.8% of the total child population in the district, which is slightly below average for the
county (4.1%).

Age

The population of children with disabilities in Bromsgrove has a similar profile, in terms of age and
gender, to that of the county. There are slightly less under 4s and more 7 and 8 year olds than the
countywide distribution, making the age band 5 to 9 years old (234 children, 30% of cohort) almost as
large as the 10 to 13 years old group (244 children, 31% of cohort). Unlike the county profile, no one
age accounts for considerably more of the cohort than all others, though ages 8 and 12, 13, 14 and 15
each make up 8%.

Location

Using submitted home postcode information, it was possible to collate the number of children with
disabilities living in each Lower Super Output Area. This information was mapped (see fig. 4.1.1) and
shows the distribution of children with disabilities in Bromsgrove.

Home Residences of Children with Disabilities in Bromsgrove
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Fig 4.1.1: Geographical location of children with disabilities in Bromsgrove. Numbers of children per Lower Super Output Area
have been totalled and demonstrated by colour. Red shows the areas with most resident disabled children.
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Parts of Slideslow, Charford, Sidemoor and Whitford are shown to have highest number of disabled
children, though it should be noted that this does not consider the total population figures in these areas. It
should still be acknowledged though that these areas fall into the top 10% for numbers of disabled children
in the county i over 25 disabled children per super output area.

Ethnicity

Of the 792 children with disability in Worcester, 719 had some form of ethnic information, though
assumptions had to be made in many cases. For those children whose ethnicity is stated, approximately
5.7% (41 children) are believed to be of black or minority ethnic group (BEM). This is slightly lower than the
county average in this study of 6%.

Nature of disability

As for the county as a whole, types of disability in Bromsgrove have been considered in two ways i primary
disability, and general prevalence. Please see the introductory Method section for full explanation.

Children with this as their | All children presenting
PRIMARY disability this type of disability
No. of | Proportion of local | No. of | Proportion of local
Category of disability children | CwD population children | CwD population
Autistic Spectrum Condition 159 20.1% 170 21.5%
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties 63 8.0% 99 12.5%
Complex Health Needs / Severe Medical 49 6.2% 49 6.2%
Hearing Impaired 52 6.6% 62 7.8%
Moderate Learning Difficulties 57 7.2% 97 12.2%
Multi Sensory Impairment 2 0.3% 7 0.9%
Physical Disability 165 20.8% 194 24.5%
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 6 0.8% 9 1.1%
Severe Learning Difficulty 24 3.0% 32 4.0%
Specific Learning Difficulty 30 3.8% 35 4.4%
Speech, Language and Communication Needs | 160 20.2% 212 26.8%
Vision Impaired 25 3.2% 47 5.9%
Total 792 100%

Fig 4.1.2: Numbers for children with disabilities in Bromsgrove, broken down by type of disability. First two columns refer to the
primary disability identified for each child and the last two columns refer to the general prevalence of these types of disability. The
last two columns intentionally do not show totals as individual children had multiple disabilities and the totals would be misleading.

Proportional break down by primary disability type shows that Bromsgrove is similar to the rest of the
county in many respects, but with some noticeable differences. The top three categories with the
highest number of children are Physical Disability, Speech, Language and Communication Needs and
Autism, which are also the top three categories for Worcestershire overall. Physical Disability appears
more prevalent in Bromsgrove with more children identified as having this as their primary disability
than any other category (165 children, 21% of cohort) and almost a quarter (24.5%) of all children had
this noted amongst their disabilities. The Autism category is also larger in Bromsgrove than elsewhere,
with 159 children (20%) having this as their primary disability, compared to 16% countywide.

There are notably fewer children in Bromsgrove with Moderate Learning Difficulties and Behavioural
Emotional or Social Difficulties than might be expected.

Service Provision

This study found there to be 45 separate services for children with disabilities in Bromsgrove, of which
31 are available to children of 'general' disabilities and the remaining 14 are for specific disability

types.

There appear to be no services in Bromsgrove specifically for children with Physical Disabilities, the
largest group of disabled children in the district (165 children), although it is accepted that a
countywide service is based here. There is one service for children with Speech, Language and
Communication Needs. There are five 'services' for children with Autistic Spectrum Conditions, though
these are entirely educational.
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4.2 Malvern Hills

Population overview

The population in Malvern Hills district is 74,300. There are 16,900 children aged under 19, making up
22.7% of the total population, which is similar to the county average of 22.5%.

Children with Disabilities

This study found there to be 584 persons under 19 years old with disabilities resident in Malvern Hills.
This translates to 3.5% of the total child population in the district, which is below average for the
county (4.1%).

Age

The population of children with disabilities in Malvern Hills has a similar profile, in terms of age and
gender, to that of the county. The age band of 10 to 13 years old accounts for almost a third of all
children with disabilities (181 children, 31% of cohort). Ages 14 and 15 are the two largest single age
groups, making that age band account for 21% of cohort (120 children) in total, which is higher than
the county as a whole (17%). There are slightly less 5 to 9 year olds than the county average.

Location

Using submitted home postcode information, it was possible to collate the number of children with
disabilities living in each Lower Super Output Area. This information was mapped (see fig. 4.2.1) and
shows the distribution of children with disabilities in Malvern Hills.

Home Residences of Children with Disabilities in Malvern Hills
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Fig 4.2.1: Geographical location of children with disabilities in Malvern Hills. Numbers of children per Lower Super Output Area
have been totalled and demonstrated by colour. Red shows the areas with most resident disabled children.

Pickersleigh, Hallow, Lindridge and part of Dyson Perrins ward are shown to have highest number of
disabled children, though only Pickersleigh has a relatively high number when compared to the rest of
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the county, falling into the top 10%. It should be noted that this does not consider the total population
figures in these areas, but simply shows the areas with most resident disabled children.

Ethnicity

Of the 584 children with disability in Malvern Hills, 535 had some form of ethnic information, though
assumptions had to be made in many cases. For those children whose ethnicity is stated, 1.5% (8
children) are believed to be of black or minority ethnic group (BEM). This is much lower than the
county average in this study of 6%.

Nature of disability

As for the county as a whole, types of disability in Malvern Hills have been considered in two ways i
primary disability, and general prevalence. Please see the introductory Method section for full
explanation.

Children with this as their | All children presenting
PRIMARY disability this type of disability
No. of | Proportion of local | No. of | Proportion of local
Category of disability children | CwD population children | CwD population
Autistic Spectrum Condition 94 16.1% 100 17.1%
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties 68 11.6% 100 17.1%
Complex Health Needs / Severe Medical 17 2.9% 18 3.1%
Hearing Impaired 40 6.8% 46 7.9%
Moderate Learning Difficulties 74 12.7% 108 18.5%
Multi Sensory Impairment 2 0.3% 3 0.5%
Physical Disability 62 10.6% 71 12.2%
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 9 1.5% 9 1.5%
Severe Learning Difficulty 27 4.6% 34 5.8%
Specific Learning Difficulty 23 3.9% 24 4.1%
Speech, Language and Communication Needs | 152 26.0% 189 32.4%
Vision Impaired 16 2.7% 25 4.3%
Total 584 100%

Fig 4.2.2: Numbers for children with disabilities in Malvern Hills, broken down by type of disability. First two columns refer to the
primary disability identified for each child and the last two columns refer to the general prevalence of these types of disability. The
last two columns intentionally do not show totals as individual children had multiple disabilities and the totals would be misleading.

Proportional break down by primary disability type shows that Malvern Hills is similar to the rest of the
county in many respects, but with some noticeable differences. The category with the highest number
of children is Speech, Language and Communication Needs, as for Worcestershire as a whole,
although this group is more proportionally dominant in Malvern Hills than in other areas. Over a quarter
(152 children, 26%) of the district cohort of children with disabilities have SLCN as their primary
disability compared to 21% of the county, and almost a third (189 children, 32.4%) present this
disability compared to 27% of the county. Autism, Moderate Learning Difficulties and Behavioural
Emotional and Social Difficulties are the next largest categories of disability, each being approximately
as prevalent as in the rest of Worcestershire.

There are notably fewer children with physical disabilities in Malvern Hills than might be expected. Just
62 children (10.6% of CwD in the district) have this as their primary disability compared to the 844
(16.7%) across the county.

Service Provision

This study found there to be 30 services in Malvern Hills for children with disabilities, less than any
other district.

There is just one service specifically for children with Speech Language and Communication Needs,
the most prevalent disability in the district (189 children, 32.4% of the district cohort) and there are two
services specifically for children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder. Moderate Learning Difficulties appear
to have good service provision in Malvern Hills, with six separate services available to this group of
108 children.
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4.3 Redditch

Population overview

The population in Redditch is 79,600. There are 19,000 children aged under 19 in the district, making up
23.9% of the total population, which is greater than the county average of 22.5%.

Children with Disabilities

This study found there to be 1,008 persons under 19 years old with disabilities resident in Redditch.
This translates to 5.3% of the total child population in the district, which is above the average for the
county (4.1%).

Age

The population of children with disabilities in Redditch is slightly older, with more 15, 16 and 17 year
olds than in Worcestershire as a whole. The largest age band is still 10 to 13 year olds (294 children,
29% of cohort), and the largest individual age group is aged 15 (93 children, 9% of cohort) which is
typical for the county. Overall, though, the younger age bands all make up slightly less of the cohort
whilst aged 14 to 15 make up slightly more (176 children, 18%) and aged 16+ make up 20% (205
children) compared to the county average of 17%. Of all children with disabilities in Redditch, those
aged 15, 16 and 17 in Redditch make up 25% of the cohort.

Location

Using submitted home postcode information, it was possible to collate the number of children with
disabilities living in each Lower Super Output Area. This information was mapped (see fig. 4.3.1) and
shows the distribution of children with disabilities in Redditch.

Home Residences of Children with Disabilities in Redditch
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Fig 4.3.1: Geographical location of children with disabilities in Redditch. Numbers of children per Lower Super Output Area have
been totalled and demonstrated by colour. Red shows the areas with most resident disabled children.
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Parts of Greenlands, Central and Batchley are shown to have highest number of disabled children,
though generally there are quite a few areas which have high numbers compared to the rest of the
county (shown in red). Though it should be noted that this does not consider the total population
figures in these areas, the actual number of resident disabled children in these areas puts them in the
top 10% in the county, over 25 children per Lower Super Output Area.

Ethnicity

Of the 1,008 children with disability in Redditch, 937 had some form of ethnic information, though
assumptions had to be made in many cases. For those children whose ethnicity is stated,
approximately 11% (101 children) are believed to be of black or minority ethnic group (BEM). This is
higher than the county average in this study of 6%, which is to be expected as urban centres in
Worcestershire are known to have higher concentration of ethnic minorities than the rural areas.

Nature of disability

As for the county as a whole, types of disability in Redditch have been considered in two ways i
primary disability, and general prevalence. Please see the introductory Method section for full
explanation.

Children with this as their | All children presenting
PRIMARY disability this type of disability
No. of | Proportion of local | No. of | Proportion of local
Category of disability children | CwD population children | CwD population
Autistic Spectrum Condition 124 12.3% 129 12.8%
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties 98 9.7% 142 14.1%
Complex Health Needs / Severe Medical 50 5.0% 52 5.2%
Hearing Impaired 47 4. 7% 58 5.8%
Moderate Learning Difficulties 74 7.3% 123 12.2%
Multi Sensory Impairment 6 0.6% 12 1.2%
Physical Disability 310 30.8% 340 33.7%
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 12 1.2% 14 1.4%
Severe Learning Difficulty 52 5.2% 61 6.1%
Specific Learning Difficulty 23 2.3% 27 2.7%
Speech, Language and Communication Needs | 171 17.0% 202 20.0%
Vision Impaired 41 4.1% 67 6.6%
Total 1,008 100%

Fig 4.3.2: Numbers for children with disabilities in Redditch, broken down by type of disability. First two columns refer to the
primary disability identified for each child and the last two columns refer to the general prevalence of these types of disability. The
last two columns intentionally do not show totals as individual children had multiple disabilities and the totals would be misleading.

Proportional break down by primary disability type shows that Redditch has some noticeable
differences to the rest of the county. The category with the highest number of children is Physical
Disability (310 children, 31%) and this group is much more proportionally dominant in Redditch than in
other areas (16% in Worcestershire). After physical disability, the next largest categories are Speech,
Language and Communication Needs and Autism, though both make up less of the cohort in Redditch
than in Worcestershire. There are also fewer children with Moderate Learning Difficulties than might be
expected in the district.

Service Provision

This study found there to be 42 services in Redditch for children with disabilities, of which most (37)
are available to children of 'general’ disabilities.

There are no services specifically for children with Physical Disabilities, the largest group in the district
(340 children, 33.7% of district cohort), though it is understood that a number of services for 'general’
disabilities cater for this group. There is one educational service for children with Speech, Language
and Communication Needs and two for children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder.
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4.4  Worcester City

Population overview

Worcester City is the central and most densely populated district in Worcestershire, with approximately
93,700 residents*. There are 21,400 children aged under 19 in the district, making up 22.8% of the total
population, which is similar to the county average of 22.5%.

Children with Disabilities

This study found there to be 899 persons under 19 years old with disabilities resident in Worcester. This
translates to 4.2% of the total child population in the district, about average for the county.

Age

The population of children with disabilities in Worcester City has a similar profile, in terms of age and
gender, to that of the county. The age band of 10 to 13 years old accounts for almost a third of all children
with disabilities (280 children, 31% of cohort) and young people aged 15 are the largest single age group
(95 children, 11% of cohort).

Location

The number of children with disabilities living in each Lower Super Output Area was mapped (see fig.
3.2.1) and shows the distribution of children with disabilities in Worcester.

Home Residences of Children with Disabilities in Worcester City
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Fig 4.4.1: Geographical location of children with disabilities in Worcester City. Numbers of children per Lower Super Output Area
have been totalled and demonstrated by colour. Red shows the areas with most resident disabled children.

Parts of Warndon, Rainbow Hill and Nunnery are shown to have highest number of disabled children,
though it should be noted that this does not consider the total population figures in these areas. Generally,
north east of the district has most areas (shown in red) with relatively high numbers of disabled children,
with over 25 per Lower Super Output Area.
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Ethnicity

Of the 899 children with disability in Worcester, 833 had some form of ethnic information, though
assumptions had to be made in many cases. For those children whose ethnicity is stated, approximately
9% (72 children) are believed to be of black or minority ethnic group (BEM). This is higher than the county
average in this study of 6%.

Nature of disability

Types of disability in Worcester have been considered in two ways i primary disability, and general
prevalence. Please see the introductory Method section for full explanation.

Children with this as their | All children presenting
PRIMARY disability this type of disability
No. of | Proportion of local | No. of | Proportion of local
Category of disability children | CwD population children | CwD population
Autistic Spectrum Condition 150 16.7% 167 18.6%
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties 99 11.0% 134 14.9%
Complex Health Needs / Severe Medical 44 4.9% 44 4.9%
Hearing Impaired 68 7.6% 86 9.6%
Moderate Learning Difficulties 140 15.6% 190 21.1%
Multi Sensory Impairment 4 0.4% 6 0.7%
Physical Disability 95 10.6% 116 12.9%
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 29 3.2% 32 3.6%
Severe Learning Difficulty 58 6.5% 67 7.5%
Specific Learning Difficulty 19 2.1% 19 2.1%
Speech, Language and Communication Needs | 160 17.8% 197 21.9%
Vision Impaired 33 3.7% 50 5.6%
Total 899 100%

Fig 4.4.2: Numbers for children with disabilities in Worcester City, broken down by type of disability. First two columns refer to the
primary disability identified for each child and the last two columns refer to the general prevalence of these types of disability. The
last two columns intentionally do not show totals as individual children had multiple disabilities and the totals would be misleading.

Proportional break down by primary disability type shows that Worcester is similar to the rest of the county
in many respects, but with some noticeable differences. The category with the highest number of children is
Speech, Language and Communication Needs, as for the county as a whole, although this group is not as
proportionally dominant in Worcester as in other areas. Autism and Moderate Learning Difficulties
categories are fairly large, and are slightly larger in Worcester than elsewhere 1 children with one of these
two disabilities as their primary disability account for almost a third (32.3%) the total CwD population in the
district, compared to 26.5% countywide.

There are notably fewer children with physical disabilities in Worcester than might be expected. Just 95
children (10.6% of CwD in Worcester) have this as their primary disability compared to the 844 (16.7%)
across the county. Conversely, almost a third of all children with Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties
live in Worcester City, though these numbers are still very small.

Service Provision

This study found there to be a total of 61 services based in Worcester City for children with disabilities.
Generally speaking, Worcester City has much better provision of disability-specific services than in other
parts of the county (with 25 in total), though it is understood these facilities are often used by children from
outside the district.

There are three services specifically for children with Speech, Language and Communication Needs, who
are the largest group of children with disabilities in the district (197 children, 21.9% of cohort). Autistic
children make up the second largest group of disabled children in Worcester City (167 children), however
there appears to be only two services specifically for them: one youth group plus one educational service.
There appears to be good service provision for children with Moderate Learning Difficulties (six services)
and Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties (four services).
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4.5 Wychavon

Population overview

Wychavon has the largest population of the county districts, with 117,100 residents. There are 25,400
children aged under 19 in the district, making up 21.7% of the total population, which is lower than the
county average of 22.5%.

Children with Disabilities

This study found there to be 846 persons under 19 years old with disabilities resident in Wychavon. This
translates to 3.3% of the total child population in the district, which is below the average for the county
(4.1%).

Age

The population of children with disabilities in Wychavon has a similar profile, in terms of age and gender, to
that of the county. The age band of 10 to 13 years old accounts for almost a third of all children with
disabilities (265 children, 31% of cohort) as for all other districts. Unusually, children aged 15 are not the
largest group, accounting for just 6% of the cohort (51 children) compared to the countywide average of
9%. Children aged 12, 13 and 14 are the largest single age groups with 9% of the cohort in each (approx.
74 children).

Location

Using submitted home postcode information, it was possible to collate the number of children with
disabilities living in each Lower Super Output Area. This information was mapped (see fig. 4.5.1) and
shows the distribution of children with disabilities in Wychavon.

Fig 4.5.1: Geographical location of children with disabilities in Wychavon. Numbers of children per Lower Super Output Area have
been totalled and demonstrated by colour. Red shows the areas with most resident disabled children.
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