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Local Authority Nursery Admission Policy 

This is a common admissions policy for Worcestershire Local Authority (LA) maintained nursery provision. It has been drawn up in consultation with headteachers and ensures that nursery admissions are based on common principles but at the same time are sensitive to local and individual needs.

The LA reserves the right to advise and, where necessary, to take responsibility for the allocation of nursery places in individual schools.

All children have an entitlement to 15 hours per week free early years education for 38 weeks a year from the age of three. This entitlement can be accessed flexibly across a range of providers with LA maintained nurseries offering all or some of the free entitlement.


· Children will not usually be admitted to a nursery class in September unless they have reached the age of three by the 31 August previous to this. However, if there are places available, or if the child has a Statement of Special Educational Needs, they may be able to start earlier than this:

· Those 3 before the 31 December may be able to start the following January;

· Those 3 before the 31 March may be able to start the following April.

· Parents who have a child who qualifies for a nursery place in September should contact the school as soon as possible after the child’s 2nd birthday. The school will record the application. Schools will accept applications up to 31 March and notify parents of the decision no later than 31 May. Any places remaining unfilled can be allocated to later applicants. Parents seeking a place for a child who will be three after September may register with the nursery and will be notified if a place becomes available.

· The area served by any nursery is wider than the catchment area of the providing school and may vary according to local circumstances. 

Over subscription criteria

If the demand for places exceeds those available, the following criteria will be used to allocate places:

· Looked after children;

· Children with additional needs *, with priority given to those who meet the County Council’s criteria for statutory assessment;

· Siblings if the older sibling will still be on the roll of the nursery class when the younger sibling starts in the nursery class;
· Children living nearest to the school.

*Additional needs



Includes those children whose needs are monitored by LA or external support agencies. Needs may be physical / emotional / social or intellectual. The decision will be taken by the LA in consultation with the Headteacher, SENCo and early years teacher / co-ordinator.

Access to statutory education

Attendance at an LA maintained nursery does not give entitlement or greater priority for a reception place in the school providing the nursery provision, for the period of statutory education. Places in reception classes are allocated as per the admissions policy for the school.
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