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Children’s Services Directorate

This form should not be completed unless Early Years Action and Early Years Action Plus of the SEN Code of Practice have been followed and the child continues to show that adequate progress has not been made.

In any resulting Statement of Special Educational Needs this form will become part or all of Appendix B : Educational Advice.

General Details:





Forename(s)

















	Under which of the following categories does the child’s special educational needs match the criteria for the Initiation of a Statutory Assessment for Pre-School children:

	Communication and interaction


	
	Behaviour, emotional and social development
	

	Cognition and learning


	
	Sensory and/or physical


	




Provide a list of reviews undertaken at the setting-based stages:

Early Years Action:

Early Years Action Plus:


	Please indicate which Services have been involved:



	Service
	Name of person involved
	Most recent contact date
	Period of involvement

	Educational Psychologist


	
	
	

	Early Years Team


	
	
	

	Low Incidence Disability/Medical Education Team (LID/MET)


	
	
	

	Physical Disability Support Team


	
	
	

	Community Paediatrician


	
	
	

	Speech & Language Therapist


	
	
	

	Occupational Therapist


	
	
	

	Physiotherapist


	
	
	

	Portage Worker


	
	
	

	CAMHS 

(Child & Adolescent Mental Health)


	
	
	

	CASBA Team


	
	
	

	Social Worker


	
	
	

	Others (please specify)


	
	
	


The following four sections relate to those parts of the Guidance. Please give any relevant information under each head if applicable. Please strike out those sections or bullet points that do not apply.

Communication and Interaction

· Evidence of the involvement of Local Authority support services at Early Years Action Plus e.g. Educational Psychology Service and LID/MET (including a Form 1 from an Educational Psychologist).

· Evidence of the involvement of other external agencies as appropriate e.g. Speech and Language Therapy service, Community Paediatrician, Occupational Therapist etc.

· Evidence that the recommendations and advice from the above agencies has been fully implemented and reviewed at Early Years Action Plus but adequate progress still has not been made.

· Evidence from the setting at Early Years Action Plus must show, through Individual Education Plans and reviews, that the child’s difficulties have not responded to relevant and purposeful measures taken by the setting and external specialists over a reasonable period of time (usually a minimum of 6 months).

· Clear and substantial evidence that the child’s communication and social interaction difficulties impede the development of purposeful relationships with adults and/or peer group.

· Clear and substantial evidence that the child’s communication and social interaction difficulties give rise to other emotional and behavioural difficulties.

· Clear and substantial evidence that the child is unable to fully participate in activities within the early education setting without significant adult support in addition to that which is normally available in the setting. The evidence produced should give a clear picture of when such support is necessary.

· The child’s expressive and/or receptive language development is at a level significantly below that expected of a child of a similar age.

· Clear and substantial evidence that the setting has provided differentiated activities and alternative approaches to learning for the child but they are still unable to access the Foundation Stage curriculum and activities within the setting at a satisfactory level.

· Evidence, wherever possible, of the child's views e.g through observation records, preferred activities, specific relationships with adults and other children etc.

· Evidence that appropriate equipment and resources have been trialled and evaluated.

· Evidence of the use of information and communication technology with relevant training for the child, parents and early year's practitioners, where appropriate.

· Evidence that any hearing loss which may have been contributing to the communication and interaction difficulty has been dealt with appropriately.

· Evidence of full parental involvement throughout the process.

· Evidence that the setting has used its own resources at Early Years Action Plus

Other specific criteria

· A significant speech and/or language disorder/delay compared to other areas of development. This assessment will have been carried out over a period of time by a suitably qualified Speech and Language Therapist. For example, a three year old with fifty single words and understanding at a two word level (12 to 18 months equivalence) or a four year old with three to five word phrases and understanding at a three word level (two year level).

· A significant communication and social interaction difficulty which requires augmentative or alternative methods of communication e.g the use of graphic symbols or electronic communication aids.

Cognition and Learning

Essential Evidence for Statutory Assessment

All these factors must be presented:

· Evidence of the involvement of relevant Local Authority support services such as the Educational Psychology Service at Early Years Action Plus (including a Form 1 from an Educational Psychologist).

· Evidence of involvement of other external agencies, as appropriate, such as Speech and Language Therapist, Community Paediatrician, Volunteers in Playcare, Low Incidence Disability/Medical Education Team (LID/MET)

· Evidence that advice from the above agencies has been incorporated into Individual Education Plans and reviewed at Early Years Action Plus.

· Evidence from the setting at Early Years Action Plus must show, through Individual Education Plans and reviews, that the child’s learning difficulties have not responded to relevant and purposeful measures taken by the setting and external specialists over a reasonable period of time (a minimum of 6 months).

· Evidence that the child continues to work at an early years curriculum level significantly below that expected of children of a similar age:

For children aged three years – attainment at or below the expected norms for a child of eighteen months or less in concept development and three of the following:

· personal, social and emotional development

· communication, language and literacy

· mathematical development

· knowledge and understanding of the world

· physical development

· creative development.

For children aged four years – attainment at or below the expected norms for a child performing at around a two-year level or less in concept development and three of the above areas.

Reference should be made to the Foundation Stage Stepping Stones and any other developmental profile such as Pathways, Portage, Teaching Talking (available through the Area SENCOs).

· Evidence of the rate and style of the child’s progress through Early Years Action and Early Years Action Plus, including the use of a range of different approaches to learning.

· Evidence of parental involvement throughout Early Years Action and Early Years Action Plus.

· Evidence of the involvement of the child, wherever possible, e.g. preferred activities, specific relationships with adults and other children (through observation).

· Evidence that the child’s learning difficulties may call for special educational provision which cannot reasonably be provided within the resources normally available to settings in the area at Early Years Action Plus.

· Evidence that the setting has used its own resources at Early Years Action Plus.

Cognition and Learning - Specific Criteria

The Local Authority will need to consider on an individual basis, whether specific programmes can be provided through intervention at Early Years Action Plus or whether the Local Authority should undertake a statutory assessment. The decision may depend on the severity of the child’s cognitive ability and any associated needs that compound the child’s difficulties accessing the Foundation Stage Curriculum such as:

· severe emotional and behavioural difficulties

· severe sensory difficulties

· severe physical or medical difficulties

· severe communication difficulties

· severe social interaction difficulties.

The setting should provide evidence of the severity of the child’s cognitive ability and any associated needs that compound the child’s difficulties.

Behaviour, Emotional and Social Development

Essential Evidence for Statutory Assessment

All these factors must be presented:

· Evidence of the involvement of relevant Local Authority support services such as Educational Psychology Service or LID/MET at Early Years Action Plus (including a Form 1 from an Educational Psychologist).

· Evidence of the involvement of other external agencies, as appropriate, such as Volunteers in Playcare, Health Visitor, Community Paediatrician, Clinical Psychologist, Speech and Language Therapist, Occupational Therapist.

· Evidence that the recommendations and advice from the above agencies have been incorporated into Individual Education Plans and reviewed at Early Years Action Plus, but that adequate progress has not been made.

· Evidence from the setting at Early Years Action Plus must show, through Individual Education Plans and reviews, that the child’s difficulties have not responded to relevant and purposeful measures taken by the setting and external specialists over a reasonable period of time (usually a minimum of 6 months);

· Clear, substantial evidence that the child’s behaviour, emotional and social difficulties impede the development of purposeful relationships with adults and/or peer group.

· Clear, substantial evidence that the child is unable to participate fully in activities within the early education setting without significant additional support, and that the difficulties are affecting their approach to learning.

· Evidence that a range of different strategies and approaches have been discussed and implemented in a consistent way by all practitioners in the setting.

· Evidence of parental involvement throughout Early Years Action and Early Years Action Plus.

· Evidence of the involvement of the child, wherever possible, in setting targets and having a clear understanding of the behaviour expected. The views of the child should be included and could be expressed through observed behaviour, preferred activities, specific relationships with adults and other children etc.

· Evidence that the behaviour occurs in more than one setting
- with a range of different adults
- in the pre-school setting and at home or in the community.

· Evidence that appropriate action is being taken to support any learning and/or language difficulty.

· Evidence that incidents, which occur in the setting, have severe educational consequences for the child concerned such as:

-  injury to self or others, or threat of significant harm
-  challenges to adult authority that cannot be ignored, delayed, diverted or tolerated, and   

   which have persisted in spite of the strategies implemented
-  consistent lack of participation in learning and social activities
-  unpredictable and/or obsessive behaviour.


· Evidence that the behaviour occurs very frequently.

· Evidence that behaviour programmes have been in place but proved to be ineffective despite appropriate modifications to targets and the use of well constructed individual programmes.

· Evidence that the setting has used its own resources at Early Years Action Plus

Behaviour, Emotional and Social Development - Other specific criteria

The Local Authority will need to consider on an individual basis, whether specific programmes can be provided through further intervention at Early Years Action Plus or whether the Local Authority should undertake a statutory assessment. The decision may depend on the severity of the child’s behaviour, emotional and social difficulties, and any associated needs that compound the child’s difficulties in accessing the Foundation Stage, such as:

· severe cognition and learning difficulties;

· severe sensory difficulties;

· severe communication difficulties;

· severe physical or medical difficulties/diagnosis;

· severe social interaction difficulties.

The setting should provide evidence of the severity of the child’s behaviour, emotional and social difficulties, and any associated needs that compound the child’s difficulties.

Sensory Impaired 

(Hearing Impaired, Visually Impaired and Multi-Sensory Impairment) 

Essential Evidence for Statutory Assessment

When requesting a statutory assessment early education settings must provide evidence in the majority of the following areas:

· Evidence that advice has been sought from the appropriate external agency e.g. Integrated Services – Specialist Support (ISSS), Educational Psychology Service (including a Form 1 from an Educational Psychologist).

· Evidence of the involvement of other external agencies such as Health Visitor, Speech and Language Therapist, Community Paediatrician, Consultants, Occupational Therapist.

· Evidence that the recommendations and advice from the above agencies has been fully implemented and

· Evidence from the setting at Early Years Action Plus must show, through Individual Education Plans and reviews, that the child’s difficulties have not responded to relevant and purposeful measures taken by the setting and external specialists over a reasonable period of time (usually a minimum of 6 months).

· Evidence that the child is unable to participate fully in particular aspects of the early years curriculum without significant adult support. The evidence produced should give a clear picture of when such additional adult support is necessary. 

· Evidence that specialist equipment has been provided and used appropriately with relevant training for the child, parents and early education setting.

· Evidence that the child’s speech and/or expressive and receptive language development is significantly delayed in comparison with their peer group.

· Clear and substantial evidence that the child’s sensory impairment impedes the development of purposeful relationships with adults and/or peer group.

· Clear and substantial evidence that the child’s sensory impairment gives rise to other emotional and behavioural difficulties.

· Evidence that the views and wishes of the child have been considered e.g. through observation, preferences, likes and dislikes etc.

· Evidence of full parental involvement throughout the process.

·  Evidence of carefully differentiated learning opportunities and alternative approaches to learning in order to maximise access for the child.

· Evidence that the setting has used its own resources at  Early Years Action Plus.

Sensory Impairment - Other specific criteria:

· The child has a significant hearing impairment.

· The child has a significant visual impairment.

· The child is deaf/blind.

· The child, parents and early education setting require significant support from a Teacher of the Deaf, Teacher of the Visually Impaired or Teacher for MSI children. 

· The child requires significant, long term support from an Intervenor, Communicator or Teaching Assistant.

· The child requires regular support from a Communication Skills Adviser or Mobility Officer.

· The child requires specialist equipment beyond that which is presently provided by Worcestershire Specialist Children's Services or LID/MET

· The child needs access to a deaf or visually impaired peer group.

· The child has severe and complex special needs in addition to their sensory impairment.

Children with Physical Disabilities

Essential Evidence for Statutory Assessment

All of these factors must be presented:

· Evidence of the involvement of the relevant Local Authority support services such as Physical Disability Support/Outreach Teams, Integrated Services – Specialist Support (ISSS), Educational Psychology Service at School Action Plus.

· Evidence of the involvement of other external agencies such as Occupational Therapist, Physiotherapist, Community Paediatrician, Speech and Language Therapist, Consultants.

· Evidence that the child is unable to participate fully in particular aspects of the curriculum without significant adult support and/or substantial adaptation of teaching materials or the learning environment.

· Evidence of significant self-help and/or mobility difficulties.

· Evidence of involvement of the child wherever possible, e.g. observed preferred activities, observed specific relationships with adults and children.

· Evidence that advice from health practitioners and therapists, with respect to the implications of any medical or physical difficulty has been sought at setting based stages and acted upon accordingly.

· Evidence that the provision of at least two Individual Education Plans at Early Years Action Plus have been fully reviewed and show that advice from the support service has been incorporated and acted upon.

· Evidence that full consideration has been given to the use of external educational support services, e.g. PD Support/Outreach Teams, Educational Psychology, ISSS

· Evidence of parental involvement throughout Early Years Action and Early Years Action Plus.

· Evidence that the setting has used its own resources at Early Years Action Plus.

Children with Physical Disabilities - Other Specific Criteria

1. Significant adult support – evidence produced would need to give a clear picture of when such supervision was essential and in what curricular or other areas.  From this the degree of support could be determined.  Examples would include practical curriculum support and self-help areas and physical support for access in and around the environment of the setting.

2. Substantial adaptation of teaching materials – evidence would be required that the provision of specialist resources and equipment is essential, in addition to those provided by the setting at Early Years Action Plus.

3. Evidence that simple adaptations, modifications and/or specialist furniture have been considered by the setting to provide access to all areas.

4. Substantial adaptation of the environment – evidence would be required that certain specialist equipment or furniture as well as modification to the building is necessary in the long-term.

5. Evidence that the organisation of the activities has taken into account the needs of all children in order to maximise opportunities.

6. Evidence that outside advice has been sought, regarding the child’s:


7. Evidence that the implications of side effects of any medical treatment (and/or medication) and/or prolonged absence have been fully considered before identifying the child’s special educational needs.

8. d requires significant, long-term support from an intervenor or teaching asmay require specific training to meet individual needs.


	CHECKLIST

	Please attach copies of the following documentation (ensure that documents are dated). Please ( tick to indicate the information you have included. 

Where essential documentation has been omitted or sections left incomplete,

the Pre-School Forum may not be able to consider this case.



	Essential Evidence

	Copies of all Early Years Action Plus Review Reports


	

	Copies of all Individual Education Plans at Early Years Action Plus


	

	Form 1 Educational Psychology involvement


	

	Evidence of the special educational provision made at Early Years Action, including copies of Individual Education Plans and Reviews


	

	

	Evidence to be included (if appropriate)

	Information on performance and progress related to the Foundation Stage Stepping Stones. For some children, these could be supplemented with assessments based on QCA P level criteria
	

	Report from Teacher for Hearing, Visual or Multi Sensory Impairment; Physical Disability; Severe Communication Difficulties/Autism; Augmentative Alternative Communication/ICT
	

	Medical advice provided to the setting (including any Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy reports)


	

	Evidence relating to any Social  Care involvement e.g. Personal Education Plan


	



Care
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Request for information which may lead to consideration of Statutory Assessment for a child in a pre-school setting Under Section 323 of the Education Act 1996








Child’s Home Address

















Postcode				             Telephone Number





Name and address of people with parental responsibility if different from above:

















Postcode 





Background:


Previous settings/services attended e.g. CDUs : 





Dates attended/received :  





Does the child attend any other setting?	Yes				No





If so, please name the settings. How many sessions per week does the child attend?





When did the child start? 


					





Surname





Forename(s)





Date of birth





Gender





Religion





Home Language(s)





Name and address of pre-school setting











					


Telephone Number





Manager of pre-school setting





						








Is the Child Looked After by			Yes			No


a Local Authority?)





If so, state which Local Authority:





Physical health and functioning


Communication skills


Perceptual and motor skills


Self-help skills


Emotional and behavioural development


Responses to learning experiences


Have parental views been sought?


(CoP) 4:41








Please indicate who has discussed this request for statutory assessment with the people with parental responsibility:





Did the people with parental responsibility give their permission


for the request to be made?				Yes			No





This is a requirement





Date on which discussed:





Details of any medical condition which is relevant to the child’s special educational needs, including date of diagnosis and name and status of person who made diagnosis.



































Relationship to child:








Name of Parent(s)/Carer(s)


(including initials)








Criteria for Statutory Assessment











Please give a brief account of strategies used at setting-based stages:





�
Action taken to address SEN including small group and individual support�
What was the effect of this intervention e.g. educational outcomes�
�















Early Years  Action


�
�
�
�












Early Years


Action Plus





�
�
�
�






















































Strategies and Approaches














Involvement of specialists











Name of SEN Co-ordinator








Signed (Manager of setting)				Date:











Block letters:





This form should be returned to: 





SEN Services Administrative Officer,


SEN Services, Directorate of Children’s Services,


P.O. Box 73,


                                                                 Worcester WR5 2YA





NB A copy of this completed form should be sent to parents/carers.








3
1
          May 2006                                                                         


