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Name


Heather Wastie

Organisation

Mind’s Eye

What was the grant given for?

Aims 

· To produce pieces of performance poetry based on personal testimonies and anecdotes from Worcestershire residents, relevant to the history and culture of public houses. 
· To foster interest in creative expression and performance poetry by leading workshops in non-traditional venues. 
· To donate research material to Worcester Records Office.
Objectives 

· To set up a project called ‘Brewers’ Troupe’ involving 2 arts professionals, Heather Wastie and Emma Purshouse.
· To run a series of half day workshops (at the Eagle and Spur pub, Cookley; Drumart House - housing with support - Cookley; Bewdley Brewery).  
· At these workshops to record and collect together material relating to the history of the brewing trade and the history and culture of the public house in the Worcestershire area.  
· To use these anecdotes and reminiscences to develop pieces of performance poetry to be shared at the Boar’s Head, Kidderminster, publicised by Kidderminster Arts Festival (27th & 28th Aug) and gather further material from those people present at the performances. 
· To collect together the source material generated and present it in a suitable format for deposit with the Worcester Records Office. 
How successful has the project been / been progressing. Please refer to your original application form. We are especially interested in how your original plans have been realised.
Looking back at our original plans, we are delighted that we have substantially achieved what we set out to do. As a result of the work funded by Worcesershire County Council, a company called Brewers’ Troupe has been set up, and we have already gone on to give 2 additional taster performances (Sat 11th & Sun 12th Sep Birmingham ArtsFest) and organise a very well attended Pub Poetry Slam (Sun 19th Sept). We also have dates for our first full performance, involving 3 other performers (Tue 30th Nov & Wed 1st Dec Hollybush, Cradley Heath).

Although our original budget had to be scaled down because of the reduced amount of funding secured from all 3 funders, we were still able to collect together plenty of material by way of anecdotes and reminiscences to create several performance pieces in various different styles. We made recordings at Drumart House (11th June, coffee and chat), Eagle & Spur (17th June, quizzes and anecdotes), Boar’s Head (30th June, chatting to landlord and regulars) and Bewdley Brewery (10th July, tour) to be copied as audio files for Worcester Archive. A poetry workshop at Bewdley Museum resulted in the creation of several poems by those attending which we plan to include in a free broadsheet for audiences and as extra publicity.  
Here are some comments from our evaluations:

Drumart House: “Everyone said how much they enjoyed it and had great fun.” They enjoyed “being altogether and chatting about times gone by and hearing other people’s stories”.

Brewery tour and workshop: “Eye opening” “All in all a great day” “Tour as inspiration” “Superb - enormous amount covered in a short period” “Really enjoyed it. Never looked at poetry this way before.”
Performances for Kidderminster Arts Festival of our newly created material had to be re-housed when the Boar’s Head closed its doors. Luckily we were welcomed at Ye Olde Seven Stars where audience comments were almost entirely positive and enthusiastic eg “Brilliant” “Very good and enjoyable” “Accessible to wide audience”“Really enjoyed it” “Unexpected - I thought it would be a play rather than poetry - but liked” “Great - I think you’re both really brave to do such a spoken word show in this kind of setting.” “Something different” “Well conceived” “Loved it” “I enjoyed it. I can’t say I’ve heard much live poetry in Kiddi!!” “Very entertaining” “Good points put across to people who may not be aware of the struggling and dying trade.”

This project has helped forge relationships with Drumart House, The Eagle & Spur, Ye Olde Seven Stars, Bewdley Brewery, Bewdley Museum and KAF Creatives which is a new network of artists linked with Kidderminster Arts Festival. We will be returning to both Drumart House and the Eagle & Spur to present extracts from the full show without charge to those who contributed to the research, and anyone else who is interested.

As well as providing access to cultural and recreation opportunities, this project has enabled local voices to be heard through performance poetry. There was a strength of feeling amongst people we spoke to and a concern for the number of pubs closing down, which we feel is reflected in what we have written.  The work is also entertaining and informative.

As anticipated, this funding has kick started a new venture which has become a major part of Mind’s Eye’s work, and I hope to secure additional funding next year to develop the company further.
Where did the activity take place? Please provide us with a place or a postcode.

Drumart House, Austcliffe Road, Cookley, Kidderminster DY10 3UP

Eagle & Spur, 176 Castle Road, Cookley, Kidderminster DY10 3TB
Bewdley Brewery, Unit 7 Bewdley Craft Centre, Lax Lane, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2DZ
Bewdley Museum, Load Street, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY12 2AE

How many people took part / have taken part in the activity

·  as artists




2
·  as participants (workshops)

27
·  as audience members


40 (approx)
· What age groups took part - please tick where appropriate with approximate figures

  All ages




69 Total
  0-5




0
  5-11




1
  12-18




0
  19-24




22
  25-65




35
  65 plus




11
· Was the activity aimed at (please tick where appropriate)

  Young people

  Disabled people

  People at risk of social exclusion

  Black or minority ethnic groups

  Any other specific group

Not aimed at any specific group
· Budget

  What award did you get from Worcs County Council?

£2,000
  How much other funding did you get from this project/activity? 
   £700
  How much was your original expenditure?



£2,930
  How much was the revised figure?                                 

£2,810
  How much was the original income?




£2,930
  How much was the revised figure?




£2,810
Is there further budget information you would like to tell us about?

Our performances scheduled for the Hollybush in Cradley Heath will be for an audience of 25 people, and we have decided to charge £5 admission. Artists’ fees for November 30th / December 1st will be made up entirely of a 5-way split of ticket sales since at this stage we have used up our funding, except for the fact that we have not yet spent money on costumes or publicity. I hope you are happy for us to carry the remaining amount forward beyond the end of September. Full acknowledgment will of course be made in the printed programme.

