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Introduction

The History of Probate Records

Probate Records go back to the fourteenth century. Wills, in theory, had to be proved valid and probate granted by a court before any bequests could be paid. Before a will could legally be acted upon, a judge had to rule that it contained the last wishes of the deceased concerning the inheritance of his or her property and that those wishes were lawful. This process is called probate.  Searching for wills after 1858 is easy, as all wills in England and Wales were proved before a single court (with local branches) and a coy was kept in a central registry. They are well indexed and the index has been published.  Before 1858 there were many courts, and you have the problem of knowing which court you need to look at.   

Peculiar Probate Jurisdictions

Information provided by Probate Records 

although the earliest ones are for wealthy people, they may give you the opportunity to go back a long way and to find out more about people’s lives, families, worries and livelihoods. Give a deeper insight into family relationships and possessions than you get from official records.

Transfer of property from one generation to the next was already taken care of by the law of the land, so the inheritance of goods was the subject of the early wills. 
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Limitations of Probate Records

If the family was poor and had little of value to pass on  there was no need to get a will proven in court

Will making has never been compulsory

(married) women did not have any control over their property

Using this handlist

Peculiar Wills

	Parish
	Date
	Film No.

	Alvechurch
	Registered Wills
	1698 - 1730
	1

	Alvechurch
	Indexes 
	C17th  - 1773
	1

	Alvechurch
	Administrations
	C17th – C18th (part)
	1

	Alvechurch
	Administrations
	C17th – C18th (part)
	2

	Fladbury
	Indexes
	1663 - 1775
	2

	Fladbury
	Administrations
	C17th – C18th (part)
	2

	Fladbury
	Administrations
	1663 – 1775 (part)
	3

	Hanbury
	Registered Wills
	1683 – 1769
	3

	Hanbury
	Indexes
	C17th – 1769
	3

	Hanbury
	Administrations
	C17th – C18th (part)
	3

	Hanbury
	Administrations
	C17 – C18th (part)
	4

	Hartlebury
	Indexes
	1720 – 1733
	4

	Hartlebury
	Indexes
	C17th – 1784
	4

	Hartlebury
	Administrations
	C17th – C18th (part)
	4

	Hartlebury
	Administrations
	C17th – C18th (part)
	5

	Stratford
	Indexes
	1718 - 1773
	5

	Tredington with Shipston-on-Stour
	Registered Wills
	1698 - 1762
	5

	Tredington with Shipston-on-Stour
	Indexes
	1691 - 1697
	5

	Tredington with Shipston-on-Stour
	Indexes
	1717 - 1788
	5

	Tredington with Shipston-on-Stour
	Administrations
	C17th – C18th (part)
	6

	Tredington with Shipston-on-Stour
	Administrations
	C17th – C18th (part)
	7

	Consistory Court of Worcester
	Registered Wills
	1451 - 1642
	7

	Consistory Court of Worcester
	Registered Wills
	1509 - 1539
	7

	Consistory Court of Worcester
	Registered Wills
	1543 – 1642 (part to 1548)
	7


Wills post-1858

	Dates
	Film No.

	23 January 1858 ​- 23 March 1859
	1

	24 March 1859 – 15 May 1860
	2

	16 May 1860 – 26 November 1861
	3

	26 November 1861 – 31 December 1862
	4

	1 January 1863 – 31 March 1863
	5

	31 March 1863 – 13 June 1864
	6

	13 June 1864 – 31 December 1864
	7

	1 January 1865 – 22 September 1865
	8

	22 September 1865 – 31 December 1866
	9

	6 March 1868 – 31 December 1868
	10

	1 January 1869 – 21 July 1869
	11

	21 July 1869 – 26 October 1870
	12

	26 October 1870 – 31 December 1870
	13

	January – December 1871
	14

	January – December 1872
	15

	January – December 1873
	16

	January – December 1874
	17

	1 January 1875 – 8 October 1875
	18

	7 October 1875 – 31 December 1875
	19

	January – December 1876
	20

	January – December 1877
	21

	January – December 1878
	22

	January – December 1879
	23

	January – December 1880
	24

	January – December 1881
	25

	January – December 1882
	26

	January – December 1883
	27

	January – December 1884
	28

	January – December 1885
	29

	January – December 1886
	30

	January – December 1887
	31

	January – December 1888
	32

	January – December 1889
	33

	January – December 1890
	34

	January – December 1891
	35

	January – December 1892
	36

	January – December 1893
	37

	January – December 1894
	38

	January – December 1895
	39

	January – December 1896
	40

	January – December 1897
	41

	January – December 1898
	42

	January – December 1899
	43

	January – December 1900
	44

	January – December 1901
	45

	January – December 1902
	46

	January – December 1903
	47

	January – December 1904
	48

	January – December 1905
	49

	January – December 1906
	50

	January – December 1907
	51

	January – December 1908
	52

	January – December 1909
	53

	January – December 1910
	54

	January – December 1911
	55

	January – December 1912
	56

	January – December 1913
	57

	January – December 1914
	58

	January – December 1915
	59

	January – December 1916
	60

	January – December 1917
	61

	January – December 1918
	62

	January – December 1919
	63

	January – December 1920
	64

	January – December 1921
	65

	January – December 1922
	66

	January – December 1923
	67

	January – December 1924
	68

	January – December 1925
	69

	January – December 1926
	70

	January – December 1927
	71

	January – December 1928
	72
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